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DESCRIPTION 
sc(Fv)2 STRUCTURAL ISOMERS 
Technical Field 

The present invention relates to pharmaceutical compositions comprising sc(Fv)2 and 
methods for producing the compositions. 

10 Background Art 

sc(Fv)2s are single-chain antibodies in which two light chain variable regions (VL) and 
two heavy chain variable regions (VH), four variable regions in total, are linked by linkers or 
such (Hudson et al. y J Immunol. Methods ( 1 999) 23 1 : 1 77- 1 89). 
For example, single-chain antibodies having the sequence 

15 VH,-linker-VL2-linker-VH 3 -linker.VL4 or VL 2 -linker-VHrlinker-VL 4 -linker-VH3 are known. 
Depending on the combination of Fv (a molecule in which VH and VL are non-covalently 
linked), two types of structural isomers of sc(Fv)2 would exist: sc(Fv)2 in which each set of Fv 
is formed by VHi and VL 2 , and VH 3 and VL 4 ; and sc(Fv)2 in which each set of Fv is formed by 
VHi and VL 4 , and VH 3 and VL 2 

20 However, since most previous studies on sc(Fv)2 dealt with bispecific sc(Fv)2s, to date 

there are almost no reports on structural isomers of sc(Fv)2. 

Bispecific sc(Fv)2s are sc(Fv)2s in which the variable regions of VHj and VL 4 , and VH 3 
and VL 2 (or VH, and VL 2 , and VH 3 and VL 4 ) in the V^ -linker- VL 2 -linker-VH 3 -linker-VL 4 
sequence derive from different monoclonal antibodies. In bispecific sc(Fv)2s, VHi and VL 4 , or 

25 VH 3 and VL 2 (or VHi and VL 2 , or VH 3 and VL 4 ) derive from an identical monoclonal antibody. 
In this case, the efficiency of Fv formation would be higher and therefore the occurrence of 
structural isomers is suppressed to some extent. In fact, the activity was reported to remain 
unchanged between bispecific sc(Fv)2s prepared using linkers whose lengths were 15-5-15 and 
15-15-15 (Non-patent Document 5). Thus, there is a lack of detailed information regarding 

30 structural isomers of sc(Fv)2. For example, Non-patent Documents 3, 4, 8, and 9 indicate the 
existence of correct Fv combinations confirmed by measuring bispecific binding activities; 
however, neither a quantitative evaluation regarding the abundance of incorrect Fv combinations 
nor abundance ratio between the two has been described. Meanwhile, Non-patent Document 6 
demonstrates that structural transition between the momomer and the dimer occurs by alteration 

35 of lengths of bispecific sc(Fv)2 linkers (alteration of the lengths of linkers at the two ends or in 
the middle). However, when it comes to structural isomers of sc(Fv)2, the document does not 
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go beyond a discussion on a model-based molecular structure prediction, and describes neither 
the abundance ratio of the structural isomers nor structural identification in actual samples. 

Furthermore, since no attention was focused on structural isomers of sc(FV)2, no close 
examination on regulating structural isomers was conducted. Non-patent Document 10 also 
5 predicts that structures of single chain diabody and bivalent scFv are formed when the length of 
the linkers are 5-15-5 and 15-5-15, respectively. This is because it has been generally reported 
in scFvs that adjacent VH and VL are unlikely to form an Fv (i.e., a monomer) when the length 
of the linker is 12 or shorter. However, Non-patent Document 2 reports that a small quantity of 
monomers is formed even when the length of the linker in the Fv is 10 or 5. Thus, in the case 

10 of Non-patent Document 10, where the linker length is 5-15-5 or 15-5-15, the obtained sc(Fv)2s 
are not always all in the structural form of single chain diabody or bivalent scFv. 

Previous reports evaluated structural isomers by structural prediction based solely upon 
Fv combinations and linker length. No quantitative analysis of the structural isomer content 
ratio was conducted. In addition, the obtained structure was not confirmed/verified to see if it 

15 was the objective structure. Thus, structural isomers were neither evaluated nor regulated in a 
sufficient manner. Specifically, regardless of the length, the abundance ratio of the structural 
isomers of sc(Fv)2 is extremely difficult to predict based on Fv combinations and linker length . 
The presence of two types of structural isomers is a issue that has to be taken into consideration 
when sc(Fv)2 molecules comprise two pairs of VH and VL. 

20 There are many known separation methods for optical isomers and geometric isomers of 

minibody compounds. However, to date there are no reported methods for separating protein 
isomers. Many methods for separating single amino acid variations in proteins have been 
previously reported; however, to date, no reports on methods for separating two structural 
isomers comprising a completely identical amino acid primary sequence is known. The same is 

25 true for structural isomers of sc(Fv)2s, and thus, no methods for separating and analyzing, or 
confirming the two types of structural isomers of sc(Fv)2 existed in prior art. 

Since no method was available for separating structural isomers of sc(Fv)2, there are no 
reports focusing on difference in activity between the two types of structural isomers. In 
bispecific sc(Fv)2, the activity is obviously predicted to be significantly different between the 

30 correct and incorrect Fv combinations within the structural isomers. It is however difficult to 
predict activity differences between the structural isomers of monospecific sc(Fv)2s that are 
divalent as well. Non-patent Document 10 ignores the potential differences in activity between 
the two structural isomers and measures activity (binding activity) using a mixture of the 
structural isomers. This is because the activity between each structural isomer of sc(Fv)2 could 

35 not be strictly compared since highly purified structural isomers could not be prepared because 
of the difficulty in separation and purification of sc(Fv)2 structural isomers. 
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Even for sc(Fv)2s with altered linker length, until now it has also been impossible to 
"identify" (rather than "predict") each of the two types of structural isomers presumed from 
linker length and to quantitatively evaluate the content ratio of the structural isomers. Thus, to 
date, no quantitative evaluation has been performed to reveal the relationship between linker 
5 length and content ratio of the structural isomers in sc(Fv)2. Therefore, there are substantially 
no reports describing the regulation of content ratio of structural isomers by altering linker 
length. 

Alteration of linker length results in the alternation of the distance between the two 
antigen-binding sites in sc(Fv)2, and thus, linker length has a possible influence on biological 

10 activity (agonistic activity such as receptor dimerization). It is thus preferable that the distance 
between the two antigen-binding sites be arbitrarily adjusted by the lengths of the linkers 
depending on the type of antigen. Furthermore, linker length has been reported to have a great 
influence on stability (Non-patent Documents 1 and 2) and the stability of scFvs is known to 
generally decrease as linkers get shorter. The same would be true for sc(Fv)2s. It is reported 

15 that dimers are easily formed by shortening the middle linker (Non-patent Document 6) . For 
the preparation of a highly stable sc(Fv)2, linker lengths that can be arbitrarily adjustable are 
preferred. When sc(Fv)2s are developed as pharmaceuticals, it is thus preferable that target 
structural isomers be isolated by their arbitrary linker lengths. However, there are no previous 
reports describing the isolation of each of the two types of structural isomers, bivalent scFv and 

20 single chain diabody, from sc(Fv)2s with linkers of arbitrary lengths. 

To develop sc(Fv)2s comprising structural isomers as pharmaceuticals, it is necessary to 
separate and purify only the targeted structural isomer and to manufacture a bulk drug which 
comprises only one of the structural isomers. Alternatively, when such a bulk drug is a mixture 
of structural isomers, it is required to determine the properties of the two types of structural 

25 isomers and to conduct a specification test to quantitatively analyze the content ratio of the 

respective structural isomers. However, to date, there are no known methods for separating and 
purifying, quantitatively analyzing, or identifying the structural isomers of sc(Fv)2s. 

Meanwhile, some reports describe methods for controlling the abundance ratio of 
monomer/dimer/trimer/tetramer of scFv based on linker length. However, to date, there are no 

30 reports describing methods for controlling the abundance ratio of structural isomers by altering 
linker length because no methods for quantitatively analyzing the structural isomers of sc(Fv)2 
have been discovered, as described above. 
Non-patent Document 1: Protein Engineering, 1993, 6(8), 989-995 
Non-patent Document 2: Protein Engineering, 1994, 7(8), 1027-1033 

35 Non-patent Document 3: Journal of Immunology, 1994, 152, 5368-5374 
Non-patent Document 4: Journal of Immunology, 1995, 154,4576-4582 
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Non-patent Document 5: PNAS, 1995, 92, 7021-7025 
Non-patent Document 6: Journal of Molecular Biology, 1999, 293, 41-56 
Non-patent Document 7: Protein Engineering, 2001, 14(10), 815-823 
Non-patent Document 8: Journal of Molecular Biology, 2003, 330, 99-111 
5 Non-patent Document 9: Protein Eng Des Sel. 2004 Apr, 1 7(4), 357-66 
Non-patent Document 10: Clinical Cancer Research, 2004, 10, 1274-1281 
Non-patent Document 1 1 : Int. J. Cancer, 1 998, 77, 763-772 

Disclosure of the Invention 
10 [Problems to be Solved by the Invention] 

The present invention was achieved in view of such circumstances. An objective of 

the present invention is to provide, pharmaceutical compositions comprising as an active 

ingredient a specific structural isomer of sc(Fv)2, methods for producing the compositions, and 

methods for determining structure and specification testing of such structural isomers for 
15 developing pharmaceuticals. An alternative objective is to provide methods for increasing the 

proportion of a specific structural isomer in sc(Fv)2 compositions, methods for increasing the 

activity of sc(Fv)2 compositions using such methods, and methods for analyzing the structural 

isomers in sc(Fv)2 compositions. 

[Means for Solving the Problems] 
20 The structural isomers of human Mpl antibody and humanized anti-human Mpl antibody 

were confirmed to be of single chain diabody type and bivalent scFv type by separating the 

structural isomers from the sc(Fv)2 compositions and by cleaving the linker(s) or the region 

adjacent to the linker(s) of the obtained isomers. In addition, the agonistic activity was found to 

be markedly different between these structural isomers. 
25 The present inventors also discovered that the content ratio of the structural isomers in 

sc(Fv)2 compositions can be regulated by altering the linker length of sc(Fv)2s. 
The present invention provides the following [1] to [44]: 

[1] a method for producing a pharmaceutical sc(Fv)2 composition comprising the steps of: 

(a) separating structural isomers in the sc(Fv)2 composition, and 
30 (b) obtaining a specific structural isomer from the separated structural isomers; 

[2] a method for producing a pharmaceutical sc(Fv)2 composition comprising the steps of: 

(a) pre-identifying a structural isomer with higher activity by comparing the activities of 
structural isomers of sc(Fv)2; 

(b) separating structural isomers in the sc(Fv)2 composition; and , 
35 (c) obtaining the structural isomer with higher activity identified in step (a); 

[3] a method for producing a pharmaceutical sc(Fv)2 composition comprising the steps of: 1 
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(a) determining a linker length so that the structural isomer ratio in an sc(Fv)2 composition 
would be of a preferred value; 

(b) preparing a sc(Fv)2 composition that has the linker length determined in step (a); 

(c) separating structural isomers in the prepared sc(Fv)2 composition; and 

5 (d) obtaining a specific structural isomer from the separated structural isomers; 

[4] a method for producing a pharmaceutical sc(Fv)2 composition comprising the steps of: 

(a) preparing multiple sc(Fv)2 compositions with linkers of varying lengths; 

(b) selecting an sc(Fv)2 with linker(s) that give a preferred of structural isomer ratio in an 
sc(Fv)2 composition; 

10 (c) preparing an sc(Fv)2 composition in which the linker lengths are the same as those of sc(Fv)2 
selected in step (b); 

(d) separating the structural isomers in the prepared sc(Fv)2 composition; and 

(e) obtaining a specific structural isomer from the separated structural isomers; 

[5] the method of any one of [1] to [4], wherein the structural isomer is of single chain diabody 
15 type or bivalent scFv type; 

[6] the method of any one of [1] to [5], wherein the structural isomer has an agonistic activity; 

[7] the method of any one of [1] to [6], wherein a linker of sc(Fv)2 is 1 5 amino acids in length; 

[8] a pharmaceutical composition prepared by the production method of any one of [1] to [7]; 

[9] a pharmaceutical composition, wherein the proportion of a specific structural isomer in an 
20 sc(Fv)2 composition is 80% or greater; 

[10] the pharmaceutical composition of [9], wherein the structural isomer is of single chain 

diabody type or bivalent scFv type; 

[11] the pharmaceutical composition of [9] or [10], wherein the structural isomer binds to a 
receptor; 

25 [12] the pharmaceutical composition of any one of [9] to [1 1], wherein the structural isomer 
has an agonistic activity; 

[13] the pharmaceutical composition of [9] to [12], wherein a linker of sc(Fv)2 is 15 amino 
acids in length; 

[14] a method for controlling the activity of an sc(Fv)2 composition comprising the step of 
30 altering the structural isomer proportion in the sc(Fv)2 composition; 

[15] a method for increasing the activity of an sc(Fv)2 composition comprising the step of 

increasing the proportion of a specific structural isomer in the sc(Fv)2 composition; 

[16] a method for increasing the activity of an sc(Fv)2 composition comprising the steps of: 

(a) separating structural isomers in an sc(Fv)2 composition; 
35 (b) obtaining a specific structural isomer from the separated structural isomers; 

[17] a method for increasing the activity of an sc(Fv)2 composition comprising the steps of: 
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(a) pre- identifying a structural isomer with higher activity by comparing the activities of 
structural isomers of sc(Fv)2; 

(b) separating structural isomers in the sc(Fv)2 composition; and 

(c) obtaining the structural isomer with higher activity that was identified in step (a); 

5 [18] a method for increasing the activity of an sc(Fv)2 composition comprising the steps of: 

(a) applying an sc(Fv)2 composition onto an ion exchange column; and 

(b) removing a specific structural isomer; 

[19] the method of any one of [14] to [1 8], wherein the structural isomer is of single chain 
diabody type or bivalent scFv type; 
10 [20] a method for increasing the content ratio of a specific structural isomer in an sc(Fv)2 
composition, which comprises the step of heating the sc(Fv)2 composition; 
[2 1 ] the method of [20], wherein the structural isomer is of single chain diabody type or 
bivalent scFv type; 

[22] a method for increasing the content ratio of the single chain diabody type in an sc(Fv)2 
15 composition, comprising the step of incubating the sc(Fv)2 composition at 15°C to 50°C; 
[23] a method for increasing the content ratio of a specific structural isomer in an sc(Fv)2 
composition, which comprises the step of substituting, with a charged amino acid residue, an 
amino acid residue at the contact surface of heavy chain and light chain variable regions in the 
sc(Fv)2; 

20 [24] a method for increasing the content ratio of a specific structural isomer in an sc(Fv)2 

composition, which comprises the step of substituting the following amino acid residues with an 
amino acid residue having the same type of charge: 

(1) the amino acid residue at position 39 in the heavy chain variable region of sc(Fv)2; and 

(2) the amino acid residue at position 38 in the amino acid sequence of the light chain variable 
25 region of sc(Fv)2; 

[25] a method for increasing the content ratio of a specific structural isomer in an sc(Fv)2 
composition, which comprises the step of substituting the following amino acid residues with an 
amino acid residue having the same type of charge: 

(1) the amino acid residue at position 45 in the amino acid sequence of the heavy chain variable 
30 region of sc(Fv)2; and 

(2) the amino acid residue at position 44 in the amino acid sequence of the light chain variable 
region of sc(Fv)2; 

[26] a method for increasing the content ratio of a specific structural isomer in an sc(Fv)2 
composition, which comprises the step of substituting either one of the following amino acid 
35 residues with a charged amino acid residue: 

(1) the amino acid residue at position 45 in the amino acid sequence of the heavy chain variable 
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region of sc(Fv)2; and 

(2) the amino acid residue at position 44 in the amino acid sequence of the light chain variable 
region of sc(Fv)2; 

[27] a method for increasing the activity of an sc(Fv)2 composition, which comprises the step 
5 of substituting, with a charged amino acid residue, an amino acid residue at the contact surface of 
heavy chain and light chain variable regions of sc(Fv)2; 

[28] a method for increasing the activity of an sc(Fv)2 composition, comprising the step of 
substituting the following amino acid residues with an amino acid residue having the same type 
of charge: 

10 (1) the amino acid residue at position 39 in the heavy chain variable region of sc(Fv)2; and 
(2) the amino acid residue at position 38 in the amino acid sequence of the light chain variable 
region of sc(Fv)2; 

[29] a method for increasing the activity of an sc(Fv)2 composition, comprising the step of 
substituting the following amino acid residues with an amino acid residue having the same type 
15 of charge: 

(1) the amino acid residue at position 45 in the amino acid sequence of the heavy chain variable 
region of sc(Fv)2; and 

(2) the amino acid residue at position 44 in the amino acid sequence of the light chain variable 
region of sc(Fv)2; 

20 [30] a method for increasing the activity of an sc(Fv)2 composition comprising the step of 
substituting either one of the following amino acid residues with a charged amino acid residue: 

(1) the amino acid residue at position 45 in the amino acid sequence of the heavy chain variable 
region of sc(Fv)2; and 

(2) the amino acid residue at position 44 in the amino acid sequence of the light chain variable 
25 region of sc(Fv)2; 

[31] a method for suppressing the isomerization of a structural isomer in an sc(Fv)2 
composition, which comprises the step of substituting, with a charged amino acid residue, an 
amino acid residue at the contact surface of heavy chain and light chain variable regions of 
sc(Fv)2; 

30 [32] a method for suppressing the isomerization of a structural isomer in an sc(Fv)2 

composition, comprising the step of substituting the following amino acid residues with an 
amino acid residue having the same type of charge: 

(1) the amino acid residue at position 39 in the heavy chain variable region of sc(Fv)2; and 

(2) the amino acid residue at position 38 in the amino acid sequence of the light chain variable 
35 region of sc(Fv)2; 

[33] a method for suppressing the isomerization of a structural isomer in an sc(Fv)2 



8 

i 

composition, comprising the step of substituting the following amino residues with an amino 
acid residue having the same type of charge: 

(1) the amino acid residue at position 45 in the amino acid sequence of the heavy chain variable , 
region of sc(Fv)2; and 

5 (2) the amino acid residue at position 44 in the amino acid sequence of the light chain variable 
region of sc(Fv)2; 

[34] a method for suppressing the isomerization of a structural isomer in an sc(Fv)2 
composition, comprising the step of substituting either one of the following amino acid residues 

i 

with a charged amino acid residue: 
10 (1) the amino acid residue at position 45 in the amino acid sequence of the heavy chain variable 
region of sc(Fv)2; and 

(2) the amino acid residue at position 44 in the amino acid sequence of the light chain variable 
region of sc(Fv)2; 

(35] a method for controlling the proportion of a structural isomer in an sc(Fv)2 composition 
15 comprising the step of adjusting the length of a linker in sc(Fv)2; 

[36] the method of [35], wherein the structural isomer is of a single chain diabody type or 
bivalent scFv type; 

[37] a method for increasing the proportion of the single chain diabody type in an sc(Fv)2 

composition, which comprises the step of adjusting the lengths of both end linkers of sc(Fv)2 to 
20 0 to 12 amino acids and the length of the middle linker to 10 to 30 amino acids; 

[38] a method for increasing the proportion of the bivalent scFv type in an sc(Fv)2 composition, 

which comprises the step of adjusting the lengths of both end linkers of sc(Fv)2 to 12 to 30 

amino acids and the length of the middle linker to 0 to 10 amino acids; 

[39] a method for producing an sc(Fv)2 composition in which the content ratio of a single 
25 chain diabody type is 80% or greater, which comprises the step of adjusting the lengths of both 

end linkers of sc(Fv)2 to 0 to 12 amino acids and the length of the middle linker to 0 to 10 amino 

acids; 

[40] a method for producing an sc(Fv)2 composition in which the content ratio of bivalent scFv 
type is 80% or greater, which comprises the step of adjusting the lengths of both end linkers of 
30 sc(Fv)2 to 12 to 30 amino acids and the length of the middle linker to 0 to 10 amino acids; 

[41] a method for analyzing a structural isomer in an sc(Fv)2 composition, comprising the step 
of cleaving a linker or a region adjacent to the linker in sc(Fv)2; 

[42] the method of [41], wherein the linker or the region nearby the linker is cleaved by a 
treatment with an enzyme; 
35 [43] the method of [4 1 ] or [42], wherein the structural isomer is of a single chain diabody type 
or bivalent scFv type; and 
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[44] a method for analyzing a structural isomer in an sc(Fv)2 composition comprising the steps 
of: 

(a) treating the sc(Fv)2 composition with an enzyme; and 

(b) determining the molecular weight or structure of the product after treatment. 

5 

Brief Description of the Drawings 

Fig. 1 shows in (a) a diagram illustrating VH1 -linker- VL1 -linker- VH2-linker-VL2 
structure of VB22B sc(Fv)2, and in (b), a diagram showing the two types of structural isomers of 
the VH 1 linker- VL 1 -linker- VH2-linker- VL2 structure. This diagram shows the bivalent scFv 
10 structure (left) in which VH1 is associated with VL1, and VH2 is associated with VL2; and the 
single chain diabody structure (right) in which VH1 is associated with VL2, and VH2 is 
associated with VL1 . 

Fig. 2 shows results of separation of peak 1 and peak 2 in anion exchange 
chromatography. 

15 Fig. 3 shows the result of reducing SDS-PAGE of peak 1 , peak 2, and VB22B sc(Fv)2 

before and after subtilisin treatment. The putative structures for the obtained bands are shown 
on the right. 

Fig. 4 shows a diagram illustrating the difference in the proteolytic pattern after limited 
proteolysis by subtilisin. The difference results from the structural difference between the 
20 bivalent scFv and single chain antibody. In the case of bivalent scFv structure, the |low 
molecular weight antibody) fragment is formed, which is boxed with a dotted line. 

Fig. 5 shows a result of gel filtration chromatography after limited proteolysis of peak 1, 
peak 2, and VB22B sc(Fv)2 by subtilisin. The elution position of the low molecular weight 
antibody peaks are indicated by the arrows. 
25 Fig. 6 shows results of a TPO-like agonistic activity assay of VB22B sc(Fv)2 structural 

isomers. 

Fig. 7 shows results of separating peak 1 and peak 2, using cation exchange 
chromatography. 

Fig. 8 shows peptide mapping of peak 1 and peak 2 which were separated by cation 
30 exchange chromatography. 

Fig. 9 shows results of reducing SDS-PAGE of peak 1, peak 2, and hVB22B u2-wz4 
sc(Fv)2 after subtilisin treatment. The structures of the obtained bands are shown on the right. 

Fig. 10 shows results of gel filtration chromatography after limited proteolysis of peak 1, 
peak 2, and hVB22B u2-wz4 sc(Fv)2 by subtilisin. The elution position of the low molecular 
35 weight antibody peak is indicated by the arrows. 

Fig. 11 shows results from a TPO-like agonistic activity assay of hVB22B u2-wz4 
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sc(Fv)2 structural isomers. 

Fig. 12 shows a diagram illustrating each construct with modified linker forms. Gxx 
represents a construct where the length of middle linker is xx. Lxx is a construct where the 
length of end linkers are xx; the (GGGGS (SEQ ID NO: 1 l))n sequence was used for each linker. 
5 L8 represents a construct where the GGGGSGGS sequence (SEQ ID NO: 20) is used for both 
end linkers whose length is 8. L12 represents a construct where the GGGGSGGGGSGS 
sequence (SEQ ID NO: 21) is used for both end linkers whose length is 12. Pxx represents a 
construct where the length of middle linker is made into xx using the (GGPGS(SEQ ID NO: 
17))n sequence as a linker. 
10 Fig. 13 shows results of anion exchange chromatography analysis of each modified 

linker form and the abundance ratio of the obtained structural isomers. The percentage of the 
bivalent scFv type structure is shown. 

Fig. 14 shows chromatograms of hydroxyapatite column and graphs indicating the result 
of gel filtration chromatography analysis of the purified fractions. 
15 Fig. 15 shows results of chromatographic analysis using SOURCE 15S column. 

Fig. 16 shows results of cation exchange chromatography analysis. 

Fig. 17 is a photograph presenting results of SDS-PAGE analysis of peak 1 and peak 2 
of hVB22B u2-wz4 sc(Fv)2 purified on a large scale. 

Fig. 18 shows results of gel filtration analysis of peak 1 and peak 2 of hVB22B u2-wz4 
20 sc(Fv)2 purified on a large scale. 

Fig. 19 shows results of gel filtration chromatography of u2-wz4, and the modified 
forms vl and v3. 

Fig. 20 shows results of cation exchange chromatography of u2-wz4, and the modified 
forms ovl and v3. 

25 Fig. 21 is a photograph presenting results of isoelectric focusing of u2-wz4, purified 

u2-wz4 peak 1 and peak 2, and the modified forms vl and v3. 

Fig. 22 shows results of gel filtration chromatography analysis of purified u2-wz4 peak 
1 and peak 2, and the modified forms vl and v3 after limited proteolysis using protease. 

Fig. 23 shows results of TPO-like agonistic activity assay for purified u2-wz4 peak 1 
30 and peak 2, and the modified forms vl and v3. 

Fig. 24 shows results of DSC analysis of purified u2-wz4 peak 1 and peak 2, and the 
modified forms vl and v3. 

Fig. 25 shows results of gel filtration chromatography analysis in the heat accelerated 
test of purified u2-wz4 peak 1 and peak 2, and the modified forms vl and v3. 
35 Fig. 26 shows results of cation exchange chromatography in the heat accelerated test of 

purified u2-wz4 peak 1 and peak 2, and the modified forms vl and v3. 
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Fig. 27 shows results of separation of peak 1 and peak 2 of humanized anti-human IL-6 
receptor antibody sc(Fv)2 using cation exchange chromatography. 

Fig. 28 shows results of cation exchange chromatography analysis of purified peak 1 
and peak 2 of humanized anti-human IL-6 receptor antibody sc(Fv)2. 
5 Fig. 29 shows results of reducing SDS-PAGE of peak 1 and peak 2 of humanized 

anti-human IL-6 receptor antibody sc(Fv)2 after subtilisin treatment. Putative structures of the 
obtained bands are given on the right. 

Fig, 30 shows results of gel filtration chromatography after limited proteolysis of peak 1 
and peak 2 of humanized anti-human IL-6 receptor antibody sc(Fv)2 with subtilisin. The 
10 elution position of the low molecular weight antibody peak is indicated by an arrow. 

Fig. 31 shows results of IL-6-neutralizing activity assay for peak 1 and peak 2 of 
humanized anti-human IL-6 receptor antibody sc(Fv)2 in BaF3/gpl30. 

Fig. 32 shows a chronological increase of peak 2 in anion exchange chromatography 
analysis using samples of VB22B sc(Fv)2 peak I incubated in 20 mM sodium acetate/150 mM 
15 NaCl (pH 6.0) at 40°C. 

Fig. 33 shows a graph assaying the agonistic activity of peak 1 and peak 2 of VB22B 
sc(Fv)2, and the samples incubated at 40°C for 6 days. The graph also confirms activity 
increase by isomerization of peak 1 to peak 2. 

Fig. 34 shows isomerization of hVB22B u2-wz4 sc(Fv)2 peak 1 to peak2 by incubating 
20 peak 1 at 25°C for 10 days under various conditions. 

Best Mode for Carrying Out the Invention 

In the course of analyzing structural isomers of sc(Fv)2s, the present inventors 

discovered that there were differences in activity between the structural isomers. Furthermore, 
25 the inventors found that the ratio of structural isomers in sc(Fv)2 compositions was adjustable 

and specific structural isomers could be separately obtained from the sc(Fv)2 compositions. 

The present invention was achieved based on these findings. 

The present invention provides methods for producing pharmaceutical compositions, 

which comprise steps of separating structural isomers in the sc(Fv)2 compositions and obtaining 
30 specific structural isomers from the separated structural isomers. 

In the present invention, sc(Fv)2 are single-chain low molecular weight antibodies 

produced by linking four or more antibody variable regions with linkers and such. The sc(Fv)2 

includes, for example, antibodies with the following arrangement: [variable region 1] (linker 

Invariable region 2] (linker 2)[variable region 3] (linker 3)[variable region 4]. 
35 Generally, sc(Fv)2 is a single-chain antibody produced by linking two VHs and two VLs, 

four variable regions in total, with linkers and such (Hudson et al. 9 J Immunol. Methods (1999) 
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23 1 : 1 77-1 89). The two VHs and two VLs may derive from different monoclonal antibodies, 

sc(Fv)2s can be produced by methods known to those skilled in the art, for example, by 
linking scFvs with linkers. scFv contains the VH and VL of an antibody, and these regions 
exist on a single polypeptide chain (for a review on scFv, see Pluckthun "The Pharmacology of 
5 Monoclonal Antibodies" Vol. 1 13, eds. Rosenburg and Moore, Springer Verlag, New York (1994) 

pp. 269-315). 1 

The sc(Fv)2s of the present invention include antibodies in which two VHs and two VLs 
are arranged in the order of, VH, VL, VH, and VL ([VH] linker [VL] linker [VH] linker [VL]), 
starting from the N terminus of a single-chain polypeptide. However, the order of the two VHs 
10 and two VLs is not limited to the above arrangement, and may be arranged in any order. 
Examples of arrangements are listed below: 
[VL] linker [VH] linker [VH] linker [VL] 

[VH] linker [VL] linker [VL] linker [VH] 1 

[VH] linker [VH] linker [VL] linker [VL] 
15 [VL] linker [VL] linker [VH] linker [VH] 

[VL] linker [VH] linker [VL] linker [VH] 

The sc(Fv)2s of the present invention may also comprise amino acid sequences in 

addition to those of the antibody variable regions and linkers. 

The variable regions of the antibody used in the present invention may be the entire 
20 variable region, or partial sequences of the variable region, as long as they retain antigen-binding 

activity. Furthermore, the amino acid sequences in the variable regions may be substituted, i 

deleted, added, inserted, and such. For example, the variable regions may be chimerized or 

humanized to reduce antigenicity. 

Other proteins, such as an Fc domain of an IgQ may be fused with the N or C terminus 
25 of the sc(Fv)2 of the present invention (Clinical Cancer Research (2004) 10, 1274-1281). Such 

proteins to be fused can be suitably selected by those skilled in the art. The sc(Fv)2 of the i 

present invention may be in the form of (scFv)2-Fc in which two units of scFv are linked to the 

N terminus of each hinge of Fc and the antibody Fc region is used as the middle linker (linker 2) 

(J Immunol Methods (2005) 306(l-2):93-103). ( 
30 The sc(Fv)2s of the present invention may be conjugated with carrier polymers, such as ' 

PEGs, or organic compounds, such as anticancer agents. Alternatively, sugar chains can be 

added by inserting a glycosylation sequence. 

The linkers for linking the variable regions of an antibody can be arbitrary peptide 

linkers that can be introduced by genetic engineering, or synthetic linkers (for example, see 
35 Protein Engineering (1996) 9(3), 299-305); however, peptide linkers are preferred in the present 

invention. The length of the peptide linkers can be suitably selected by those skilled in the art, 
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depending on the purpose, and is preferably five amino acids or more (the upper limit is not 
particularly limited; however, the length is typically 30 amino acids or less, preferably 20 amino 
acids or less), and more preferably 15 amino acids. When an sc(Fv)2 comprises three peptide 
linkers, the lengths of the peptide linkers may all be the same or different. 
5 For example, such peptide linkers include: 

Ser 

Gly-Ser 
Gly-Gly-Ser 
Ser-Gly-Gly 
10 Gly-Gly-Gly-Ser (SEQ ID NO: 9) 
Ser-Gly-Gly-Gly (SEQ ID NO: 1 0) 
Giy-GIy-Gly-Gly-Ser (SEQ ID NO: 1 1) 
Ser-Gly-Gly-Gly-Gly (SEQ ID NO: 1 2) 
Gly-Gly-Gly-Gly-Gly-Ser (SEQ ID NO: 13) 
15 Ser-Gly-Gly-Gly-Gly-Gly (SEQ ID NO: 1 4) 

Gly-Gly-GIy-GIy-GIy-GIy-Ser (SEQ ID NO: 1 5) 
Ser-Gly-Gly-Gly-Gly-Gly-Gly (SEQ ID NO: 16) 
(Gly-Gly-Gly-Gly-Ser (SEQ ID NO: 1 1 ))n 
(Ser-Gly-Gly-Gly-Gly (SEQ ID NO: 12))n 
20 where n is an integer of one or more. The lengths and sequences of the peptide linkers can be 
suitably selected by those skilled in the art, depending on the purpose. 

Synthetic linkers (chemical crosslinking agents) include crosslinking agents routinely 
used to crosslink peptides, for example, N-hydroxy succinimide (NHS), disuccinimidyl suberate 
(DSS), bis(succinimidyl) suberate (BS3), dithiobis(succinimidyl propionate) (DSP), 
25 dithiobis(succinimidyl propionate) (DTSSP), ethylene glycol bis(succinimidyl succinate) (EGS), 
ethylene glycol bis(sulfosuccinimidyl succinate) (sulfo-EGS), disuccinimidyl tartrate (DST), 
disulfosuccinimidyl tartrate (sulfo-DST), bis[2-(succinimidoxycarbonyloxy)ethyl] sulfone 
(BSOCOES), and bis[2-(succinimidoxycarbonyloxy)ethyl] sulfone (sulfo-BSOCOES). These 

i 

crosslinking agents are commercially available. 
30 In general, three linkers are required to link four antibody variable regions together. 

The linkers to be used may all be the same or different. 

Herein, the sc(Fv)2 compositions refer to compositions comprising one or more 
structural isomers of sc(Fv)2. 

sc(Fv)2 compositions can be prepared by methods known to those skilled in the art. 
35 For example, the sc(Fv)2 compositions can be prepared by introducing into a host cell a vector 1 
comprising DNA encoding sc(Fv)2 as an insert, expressing sc(Fv)2, and collecting the 
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expression products. 

The vectors are not particularly limited, and any vector can be used so long as it can 
stably carry the insert DNA. For example, when Escherichia cod (E. coli) is used as the host, 
various commercially available vectors may be used; however, preferred cloning vectors are 
5 pBluescript vector (Stratagene). When using vectors for the purpose of producing the sc(Fv)2 
of the present invention, expression vectors are particularly useful. The expression vectors are 
not particularly limited so long as the vectors expresses the sc(Fv)2 in vitro, in E coli, in culture 
cells, or in a body of an organism. For example, pBEST vector (Promega) is preferred for in 
vitro expression; pET vector (Invitrogen), for E. coli; pMEl 8S-FL3 vector (GenBank Accession 

10 No. AB009864), for culture cells; and pMEl 8S vector (Mol Cell Biol. 8:466-472 (1 988)), for 
organisms. DNAs of the present invention can be inserted into the vectors by conventional 
methods, for example, by ligation using restriction sites (Current protocols in Molecular Biology, 
eds. Ausubel etal (1987) Publish. John Wiley & Sons, Section 1 1.4-1 1.1 1). 

The host cells described above are not particularly limited, and depending on the 

15 purpose, various host cells can be used. Cells for expressing sc(Fv)2 include, for example, 
bacterial cells (for example, Streptococcus, Staphylococcus, E. coli, Streptomyces, and Bacillus 
subtilis); fungal cells (for example, yeast and Aspergillus); insect cells (for example, Drosophila 
S2 and Spodoptera SF9); animal cells (for example, CHO, COS, HeLa, CI 27, 3T3, BHK, 
HEK293, and Bowes melanoma cell); and plant cells. The vectors can be introduced into host 

20 cells by known methods, for example, calcium-phosphate precipitation method, electroporation 
(Current protocols in Molecular Biology, eds. Ausubel et al. (1987) Publish. John Wiley & Sons, 
Section 9.1-9.9), lipofectamine method (GIBCO-BRL), and microinjection method. 

When the sc(Fv)2 of the present invention is secreted into the culture media, the sc(Fv)2 
compositions can be collected by collecting the culture media. Alternatively, when the sc(Fv)2 

25 is produced within cells, the cells are first lysed and then the sc(Fv)2 compositions are collected. 

The sc(Fv)2 compositions of the present invention may be in any state, so long as they 
comprise one or more structural isomers of sc(Fv)2. The compositions include, for example, 
crude compositions such as recombinant cell cultures, and compositions in a purified state, but 
are not limited thereto. 

30 In the present invention, structural isomers refer to proteins whose amino acid 

sequences are identical but the conformations (secondary or tertiary structures) are different from 
each other. In general, structural isomers are different in at least one of chemical, biological, or 
physical properties. 

The structural isomers of sc(Fv)2 include, for example, structural isomers of single 
35 chain diabody type and bivalent scFv type. 

Herein, the single chain diabody type refers to sc(Fv)2 having a structure in which 
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variable regions 1 and 4 are associated together, and variable regions 2 and 3 are associated 
together, when the sc(Fv)2 are in the following arrangement: [variable region 1] (linker 
Invariable region 2] (linker 2)[variable region 3] (linker 3)[variable region 4]. 

Herein, the bivalent scFv type refers to sc(Fv)2 having a structure in which variable 
5 regions 1 and 2 are associated together and variable regions 3 and 4 are associated together. 

The single chain diabody type and bivalent scFv type include, for example, sc(Fv)2 
having the structure shown in Fig. lb. Whether a structural isomer of sc(Fv)2 has a single 
chain diabody type structure or bivalent scFv type structure can be determined by the methods 
for identifying structural isomers as described below. Alternatively, such an identification can 
10 be carried out by NMR analysis, crystal structure analysis, or such. 

The structural isomers can be separated and obtained (purified) from sc(Fv)2 
compositions, for example, by loading the sc(Fv)2 compositions onto an ion exchange or 
hydroxyapatite column and obtaining or removing specific structural isomers, but are not limited 
to these methods. The purification can also be carried out by methods known to those skilled in 
15 the art, such as various chromatographic columns, filtration, ultrafiltration, salting precipitation, 
solvent precipitation, solvent extraction, distillation, immunoprecipitation, SDS-poly aery lam ide 
gel electrophoresis, isoelectric focusing, capillary isoelectric focusing, dialysis, and 
recrystallization. 

Chromatographies include, for example, ion exchange chromatographies, adsorption 
20 chromatographies, isoelectric focusing, gel filtrations, reverse-phase chromatographies, and 
hydrophobic chromatographies (Strategies for Protein Purification and Characterization: A 
Laboratory Course Manual. Ed Daniel R. Marshak et ai, Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory Press, 
1996). Chromatographies can be carried out by using liquid phase chromatographies such as 
HPLC and FPLC. 

25 When ion exchange chromatographies are used, the types of ion exchange columns to 

be used are not particularly limited. Both cation exchange columns and anion exchange 
columns may be used, and such columns can be suitably determined depending on the target 
antibody, structural isomer, or such. For example, SP ion exchange columns, Q ion exchange 
columns, and the like can be used, but are not limited thereto. Adsorption chromatographies 

30 include, for example, hydroxyapatite chromatography, but are not limited thereto. 

Based on the present invention, purified samples of specific structural isomers can also 
be obtained using these purification methods. 

The production methods of the pharmaceutical compositions of the present invention 
compares the activity between the structural isomers of sc(Fv)2 and pre-determines the structural 

35 isomer with a higher activity, when the structural isomers in sc(Fv)2 compositions are different 
in their activities. Thus they allow the separation and acquisition of a structural isomer with 
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higher activity from structural isomers in sc(Fv)2 compositions. Furthermore, the production 
methods of the pharmaceutical compositions of the present invention enable the preparation of 
compositions of sc(Fv)2 having predetermined linker lengths, in which the linker lengths are 
determined to obtain a preferred ratio of structural isomers in the sc(Fv)2 compositions using the 
5 method described below, before separating the structural isomers from the sc(Fv)2 compositions. 
Alternatively, sc(Fv)2 compositions can also be prepared by the following steps: preparing 
multiple sc(Fv)2 compositions with varying linker lengths before separating the structural 
isomers from the sc(Fv)2 compositions; analyzing the ratio of the structural isomers by the 
methods of analyzing the ratio of structural isomers described below; selecting sc(Fv)2 having 

10 linkers that give a preferred ratio of structural isomers in sc(Fv)2 compositions, and preparing 
sc(Fv)2 compositions from the selected sc(Fv)2. Alternatively, sc(Fv)2 compositions can also 
be prepared from the selected sc(Fv)2 by modifying amino acid residues which form the contact 
surface of VH and VL, using the method described below. 

Herein, the structural isomer with higher activity refers to structural isomers which have 

15 a high activity, preferably having the highest activity, when the structural isomers differ in their 
activities. For example, when two types of structural isomers exist, the structural isomer having 
higher activity is the present invention's structural isomer with higher activity. 

Structural isomers with higher activity can be determined by methods known to those 
skilled in the art. The structural isomers with higher activity can be determined, for example, 

20 by isolating each structural isomer and by measuring their activities of interest under the same 
conditions. 

The activity of the present invention may be any activity, such as binding activity, 
neutralizing activity, cytotoxic activity, agonistic activity, antagonistic activity, and enzymatic 
activity. The activity is not particularly limited; however, the activity is preferably an activity 

25 that quantitatively and/or qualitatively alters or influences living bodies, tissues, cells, proteins, 
DNAs, RNAs, and such., Agonistic activities are especially preferred. 

"Agonistic activity" refers to an activity that induces a change in some physiological 
activity by transducing a signal into cells and such, due to the binding of an antibody to an 
antigen such as a receptor. Physiological activities include, but are not limited to, for example, 

30 proliferation activity, survival activity, differentiation activity, transcriptional activity, membrane 
transportation activity, binding activity, proteolytic activity, phosphorylation/dephosphorylation 
activity, oxidation/reduction activity, transfer activity, nucleolytic activity, dehydration activity, 
cell death-inducing activity, and apoptosis-inducing activity. 

The antigens of the present invention are not particularly limited, and any antigen may 

35 be used. Examples of antigens include, receptors, tumor antigens, MHC antigens, and 

differentiation antigens. Examples of receptors include receptors belonging to receptor families 
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such as the hematopoietic growth factor receptor family, the cytokine receptor family, the 
tyrosine kinase receptor family, the serine/threonine kinase receptor family, the TNF receptor 
family, the G protein-coupled receptor family, the GPI-anchored receptor family, the tyrosine 

phosphatase receptor family, the adhesion factor family, and the hormone receptor family. ! 
5 There are many documents that describe receptors belonging to these receptor families, and their 1 
characteristics, which include for example, Cooke BA, King RJB, van der Molen HJ Eds. New 

Comprehensive Biochemistry Vol. 1 8B "Hormones and their Actions Part II" pp. 1 -46 ( 1 988) 1 
Elsevier Science Publishers BV, New York, USA; Patthy L. ( 1 990) Cell, 61:13-14; Ullrich A. et 

i 

al (1990) Cell, 61: 203-212; Massagul J. (1992) Cell, 69: 1067-1070; Miyajima A. et al (1992) 
10 Annu. Rev. Immunol., 10: 295-33 1 ; Taga T. and Kishimoto T. (1992) FASEB J., 7: 3387-3396; 
Fantl WI. et al (1993) Annu. Rev. Biochem., 62: 453-481; Smith CA., et al (1994) Cell, 76: 
959-962; Flower DR. (1999) Biochim. Biophys. Acta, 1422: 207-234; SAIBO KOGAKU (Cell 
Technology) Supplementary vol. Handbook series "Handbook for Adhesion factors" M. 

Miyasaka Ed. ( 1 994) Shujunnsha, Tokyo, Japan, and so on. \ 
15 Specific receptors belonging to the receptor families listed above include: human or 

mouse erythropoietin (EPO) receptor, human or mouse granulocyte-colony stimulating factor 

(G-CSF) receptor, human or mouse thrombopoietin (TPO) receptor, human or mouse insulin 

receptor, human or mouse Flt-3 Hgand receptor, human or mouse platelet-derived growth factor 

(PDGF) receptor, human or mouse interferon (IFN)-a and -P receptor, human or mouse leptin 
20 receptor, human or mouse growth hormone (GH) receptor, human or mouse interleukin (IL)-10 

receptor, human or mouse insulin-like growth factor (IGF)-I receptor, human or mouse leukemia 

inhibitory factor (LIF) receptor, and human or mouse ciliary neurotrophic factor (CNTF) 

receptor (hEPOR: Simon, S. et al (1990) Blood 76, 31-35; mEPOR: D'Andrea, AD. et al (1989) 

Cell 57, 277-285; hG-CSFR: Fukunaga, R. et al (1990) Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci. USA. 87, 
25 8702-8706; mG-CSFR: Fukunaga, R. et al (1990) Cell 61, 341-350; hTPOR: Vigon, I. et al 

(1992) 89, 5640-5644; mTPOR: Skoda, RC. et al (1993) 12, 2645-2653; hlnsR: Ullrich, A. et al 

(1985) Nature 313, 756-761; hFlt-3: Small, D. et al (1994) Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci. USA. 91, 

459-463; hPDGFR: Gronwald, RGK. et al (1988) Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci. USA. 85, 3435-3439; 

hlFN o/p R: Uze, G. et al (1990) Cell 60, 225-234, and Novick, D. et al (1994) Cell 77, 
30 391-400). 

Tumor antigens, which are also called tumor-specific antigens, are expressed along with 
malignant transformation of cells. Furthermore, abnormal sugar chains displayed on cellular 
surface or protein molecules upon canceration of cells also serve as tumor antigens, and are 
called tumor-associated carbohydrate antigens in particular. Tumor antigens include, for 
35 example, CA19-9, CA15-3, sialyl SSEA-1 (SLX) and the like. 

MHC antigens are broadly grouped under MHC class I and II antigens. MHC class I 
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antigens include HLA-A, -B, -C, -E, -F, -Q and -H, while MHC class II antigens include 

HLA-DR, -DQ, and -DP. 

Differentiation antigens include CD1, CD2, CD3, CD4, CDS, CD6, CD7, CD8, CD10, 

CDlla, CDllb, CDllc, CD13, CD14, CD15s, CD16, CD18, CD19, CD20, CD21, CD23, CD25, 
5 CD28, CD29, CD30, CD32, CD33, CD34, CD35, CD38, CD40, CD41a, CD41b, CD42a, CD42b, 

CD43, CD44, CD45, CD45RO, CD48, CD49a, CD49b, CD49c, CD49d, CD49e, CD49f, CD51, 

CD54, CD55, CD56, CD57, CD58, CD61, CD62E, CD62L, CD62P, CD64, CD69, CD71, CD73, 

CD95, CD102, CD106, CD122, CD126, and CDwl30 and such. 

There is no limitation as to the type of detection indicators to be used for determining 
10 the change in activity, as long as the indicator can monitor quantitative and/or qualitative 

changes. For example, it is possible to use cell-free assay indicators, cell-based assay indicators, 

tissue-based assay indicators, and in biological indicators. 

Indicators that can be used in cell-free assays include enzymatic reactions, quantitative 

and/or qualitative changes in proteins, DNAs, or RNAs. Such enzymatic reactions include, for 
15 example, amino acid transfers, sugar transfers, dehydrations, dehydrogenations, and substrate 

cleavages. Alternatively, protein phosphorylations, dephosphorylations, dimerizations, 

multimerizations, hydrolyses, dissociations and such; DNA or RNA amplifications, cleavages, 

and extensions can be used as the indicator in cell-free assays. For example, protein 

phosphorylations downstream of a signal transduction pathway may be used as a detection 
20 indicator. 

Alterations in cell phenotype, for example, quantitative and/or qualitative alterations in 
products, alterations in growth activity, alterations in cell number, morphological alterations, or 
alterations in cellular properties, can be used as indicators in cell-based assays. The products 
include, for example, secretory proteins, surface antigens, intracellular proteins, and mRNAs. 

25 The morphological alterations include, for example, alterations in dendrite formation and/or 
dendrite number, alteration in cell flatness, alteration in cell elongation/axial ratio, alterations in 
cell size, alterations in intracellular structure, heterogeneity/homogeneity of cell populations, and 
alterations in cell density. Such morphological alterations can be observed under a microscope. 
Cellular properties to be used as the indicator include anchor dependency, cytokine-dependent 

30 response, hormone dependency, drug resistance, cell motility, cell migration activity, pulsatory 
activity, and alteration in intracellular substances. Cell motility includes cell infiltration activity 
and cell migration activity. The alterations in intracellular substances include, for example, 
alterations in enzyme activity, mRNA levels, levels of intracellular signaling molecules such as 
Ca2+ and cAMP, and intracellular protein levels. When a cell membrane receptor is used, 

35 alterations in the cell proliferating activity induced by receptor stimulation can be used as the 
indicator. 
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Indicators to be used in tissue-based assays include functional alterations adequate for 
the subject tissue. 

Alterations in tissue weight, alterations in the blood system (for example, alterations in 
blood cell counts, protein contents, or enzyme activities), alterations in electrolyte levels, and 
5 alterations in the circulating system (for example, alterations in blood pressure or heart rate) can 
be used as biological indicators. 

The methods for measuring such detection indices are not particularly limited. For 
example, absorbance, luminescence, color development, fluorescence, radioactivity, fluorescence 
polarization, surface plasmon resonance signal, time-resolved fluorescence, mass, absorption 

10 spectrum, light scattering, and fluorescence resonance energy transfer may be used. These 
measurement methods are known to those skilled in the art and may be selected appropriately 
depending on the purpose. 

For example, absorption spectra can be obtained by using a conventional photometer, 
plate reader, or such; luminescence can be measured with a luminometer or such; and 

15 fluorescence can be measured with a fluorometer or such. Mass can be determined with a mass 
spectrometer. Radioactivity can be determined with a device such as a gamma counter 
depending on the type of radiation. Fluorescence polarization can be measured with BEACON 
(TaKaRa). Surface plasmon resonance signals can be obtained with BIACORE. 
Time-resolved fluorescence, fluorescence resonance energy transfer, or such can be measured 

20 with ARVO or such. Furthermore, a flow cytometer can also be used for measuring. It is 
possible to use one of the above methods to measure two or more different types of detection 
indices. A greater number of detection indices may also be examined by using two or more 
measurement methods simultaneously and/or consecutively. For example, fluorescence and 
fluorescence resonance energy transfer can be measured at the same time with a fluorometer. 

25 In the present invention, agonistic activities can be assayed by methods known to those 

skilled in the art. For example, agonistic activities can be determined by methods using cell 
growth as an indicator, as described in the Examples. More specifically, an antibody whose 
agonistic activity is to be determined is added to cells which proliferate in an agonist-dependent 
manner, followed by incubation of the cells. Then, a reagent such as WST-8 which shows a 

30 coloring reaction at specific wavelengths depending on the viable cell count, is added to the 

culture and the absorbance is measured. Subsequently, the agonistic activity can be determined 
using the obtained absorbance as an indicator 

Cells that proliferate in an agonist-dependent manner can also be prepared by methods 
known to those skilled in the art. For example, when the antigen is a receptor capable of 

35 transducing cell growth signals, cells expressing the receptor may be used. Alternatively, when 
the antigen is a receptor that cannot transduce signals, a chimeric receptor consisting of the 



20 



intracellular domain of a receptor that transduces cell growth signals and the extracellular 
domain of a receptor that does not transduce cell growth signals can be prepared for cellular 
expression. Receptors that transduce cell growth signals include, for example, G-CSF receptors, 
mpl, neu, GM-CSF receptors, EPO receptors, c-kit, and FLT-3. Cells that can be used to 
5 express a receptor include, for example, BaF3, NFS60, FDCP-1, FDCP-2, CTLL-2, DA-1, and 
KT-3. 

Herein, pharmaceutical sc(Fv)2 compositions refer to sc(Fv)2 compositions aimed at 
administration to humans for treating or preventing diseases. 

Specific structural isomers of sc(Fv)2 separated and obtained by the methods of the 

10 present invention or sc(Fv)2 compositions with an increased portion of specific structural 
isomers as described in the methods below can be mixed with pharmaceutical ly acceptable 
carriers or solvents that are inactive to the sc(Fv)2 to prepare pharmaceutical compositions. 
Specifically, the present invention also provides pharmaceutical compositions that comprise as 
an active ingredient a structural isomer of sc(Fv)2 separated and obtained by the methods 

15 described above or a sc(Fv)2 composition with an increased portion of a specific structural 
isomer. 

Such pharmaceutically acceptable carriers and solvents include, for example, sterilized 
water, physiological saline, stabilizers, vehicles, antioxidants (ascorbic acid and such), buffers 
(phosphate, citrate, and other organic acids and such), preservatives, detergents (PEG and Tween 

20 and the like), chelating agents (EDTA and the like), and binders and the like. Alternatively, the 
pharmaceutically acceptable carries and solvents may comprise other low molecular weight 
antibody polypeptides; proteins, such as serum albumin, gelatin, and immunoglobulins; amino 
acids, such as glycine, glutamine, asparagine, arginine, and lysine; carbohydrates and sugars, 
such as polysaccharides and monosaccharides; and sugar alcohols, such as mannitol and sorbitol. 

25 When prepared as aqueous solutions for injection, the compositions can comprise, for example, 
physiological saline, an isotonic solution comprising glucose and other adjuvants, including, for 
example, D-sorbitoI, D-mannose, D-mannitoI, and sodium chloride, which can also be used in 
combination with an appropriate solubilizing agent, for example, alcohol (such as ethanol), 
polyalcohol (propylene glycol and PEG and such), and non-ionic detergent (polysorbate 80 and 

30 HCO-50 and such). 

If required, the agents may be encapsulated in microcapsules (microcapsules of 
hydroxymethylcellulose, gelatin, poly[methylmethacrylic acid] or such) or prepared as colloidal 
drug delivery systems (liposome, albumin microspheres, microemulsion, nano-particles, 
nano-capsules, and such) (see "Remington's Pharmaceutical Science 16th edition", Oslo Ed., 

35 1980, and the like). Furthermore, methods for making agents into sustained-release agents are 
also known, and are applicable to the present invention (Langer et al., J. Biomed. Mater. Res. 
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1981, 15: 167-277; Langer, Chem. Tech. 1982, 12: 98-105; U.S. Patent No. 3,773,919; European 
Patent Application No. (EP) 58,481; Sidman et aL, Biopolymers 1983, 22: 547-556; and EP 
133,988). 

The sc(Fv)2 pharmaceutical compositions of the present invention can be prepared by 
5 methods known to those skilled in the art and are not limited to the methods described above. 

Administration to patients may be performed either orally or parenterally, but preferably 
is performed parenterally. Specific examples include injections, nasal formulations, pulmonary 
formulations, and cutaneous formulations. For example, injections can be administered 
systemically or locally by intravenous injection, intramuscular injection, intraperitoneal injection, 
10 or subcutaneous injection. Furthermore, methods for administration can be suitably selected 
according to the age and symptoms of the patient. Dose to be given for example, can be 
selected from within the range of 0.0001 mg to 1,000 mg per kg of body weight for a single dose. 
Alternatively, the dose can be selected from within the range of 0.001 to 100,000 mg/body for 
each patient. However, the dose of an antibody of the present invention is not limited to these 
15 examples. 

The present invention provides sc(Fv)2 compositions in which the content ratio of a 
specific structural isomer is 80% or greater, preferably 90% or greater, and more preferably 95% 
or greater. More specifically, sc(Fv)2 compositions in which the content ratio of single chain 
diabody type is 80% or greater, preferably 90% or greater, and more preferably 95% or greater, 

20 or sc(Fv)2 compositions in which the content ratio of bivalent scFv type is 80% or greater, 
preferably 90% or greater, and more preferably 95% or greater can be exemplified. 

Herein, "the content ratio of a specific structural isomer is 80%" means that the 
proportion of a specific structural isomer to the total structural isomers in the sc(Fv)2 
composition is 80%. For example, when an sc(Fv)2 composition comprises two types of 

25 structural isomers, single chain diabody type and bivalent scFv type, "the content ratio of the 
single chain diabody type is 80%" means that the ratio of the single chain diabody type and 
bivalent scFv type is 80:20. 

In the present invention, the upper limit of the content ratio of 80% or greater, 90% or 
greater, or 95% or greater is not particularly limited; however, the limit is preferably 100% or 

30 close to 1 00%. The upper limit that is close to 1 00% includes, for example, 99.999%, 99.99%, 
99.9%, 99%, or such, varying depending on the purification and/or analytical techniques of those 
skilled in the art. The content ratio of a structural isomer can be determined, for example, by 
separating the structural isomers using ion exchange chromatography, isoelectric focusing, 
capillary isoelectric focusing, and the like. 

35 The present invention also provides pharmaceutical compositions comprising as an 

active ingredient an sc(Fv)2 composition in which the content ratio of a specific structural 
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isomer is 80% or greater. When sc(Fv)2 is used as a pharmaceutical composition, in general, 
higher activities are preferred. Thus, the composition preferably comprises as an active 
ingredient an sc(Fv)2 composition in which the content ratio of a structural isomer with higher 
activity is 80% or greater. For example, the agonistic activity of an anti-Mpl antibody is higher 
5 when the antibody is in the form of a single chain diabody. Therefore, when sc(Fv)2 is used 
against Mpl as an agonist, such pharmaceutical compositions preferably comprises as an active 
ingredient an sc(Fv)2 composition in which the content ratio of single chain diabody type is 80% 
or greater. 

The present invention provides methods for controlling the activity of sc(Fv)2 
10 compositions, which comprise the steps of modifying the proportion of structural isomers in the 
sc(Fv)2 compositions. 

Based on the finding that there are significant differences between the activities of 
structural isomers of sc(Fv)2, the present invention has discovered that the activity of sc(Fv)2 
compositions can be controlled by altering the content ratio of a specific structural isomer in the 
15 sc(Fv)2 compositions. Specific methods for controlling the activity of sc(Fv)2 compositions 
include, for example, altering the ratio between the single chain diabody type and bivalent scFv 
type in the sc(Fv)2 compositions. The activity of sc(Fv)2 compositions can thus be controlled 
by this method. 

The present invention also provides methods for increasing the activity of sc(Fv)2 

20 compositions, which comprise increasing the proportion of a specific structural isomer in the 
sc(Fv)2 compositions. This can be performed by the above-described methods for separating 
and obtaining specific structural isomers from the sc(Fv)2 compositions. 

For example, highly active sc(Fv)2 compositions can be produced by increasing the 
proportion of a structural isomer with higher activity in sc(Fv)2 compositions. In contrast, 

25 sc(Fv)2 compositions with a repressed activity can be produced by reducing the proportion of the 
structural isomer with higher activity in the sc(Fv)2 compositions. 

When the activity of the single chain diabody type is higher than that of the bivalent 
scFv type, the activity of sc(Fv)2 compositions can be increased by increasing the content ratio 
of the single chain diabody type in sc(Fv)2 compositions, or the activity of sc(Fv)2 compositions 

30 can be reduced by increasing the content ratio of the bivalent scFv type. In contrast, when the 
activity of the bivalent scFv type is higher than that of the single chain diabody type, the activity 
of sc(Fv)2 compositions can be increased by increasing the content ratio of the bivalent scFv 
type in sc(Fv)2 compositions, or the activity of sc(Fv)2 compositions can be reduced by 
increasing the content ratio of the single chain diabody type. Whether the single chain diabody 

35 has the higher activity or whether the bivalent scFv has the higher activity depends on the type of 
activity of interest; however, the activity can be readily determined by methods known to those 
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skilled in the art. 

When sc(Fv)2s are used as pharmaceutical compositions, higher activities are often 
more preferred in general. Accordingly, the activity of pharmaceutical compositions can be 
increased by altering the content of a specific structural isomer in sc(Fv)2 compositions. 
5 The method for increasing the activity of sc(Fv)2 compositions by increasing the 

content ratio of a specific structural isomer contained in the sc(Fv)2 compositions can be any 
method. For example, the content ratio of a specific structural isomer may be increased after 
obtaining the sc(Fv)2 composition or alternatively, DNA encoding sc(Fv)2 may be designed so 
that the content ratio of a specific structural isomer would be increased. 

10 Specific methods for increasing the proportion of a specific structural isomer after 

obtaining sc(Fv)2 compositions include, for example, methods that isolate the target structural 
isomer from the obtained sc(Fv)2 compositions (or removing structural isomers other than the 
target structural isomer). Such an isolation of the target structural isomers can be performed by 
the above-described protein separation and acquisition methods known to those skilled in the art, 

15 Furthermore, the content ratio of a specific structural isomer can also be increased, for 

example, by heating sc(Fv)2 compositions. The present inventors discovered that the content 
ratio of the single chain diabody type could be increased by incubating sc(Fv)2 compositions at a 
constant temperature. Thus, the content ratio of the single chain diabody type can be increased 
by incubating sc(Fv)2 compositions at 15 to 50°C, preferably at 20 to 40°C, more preferably at 

20 25 to 35°C. The increased content ratio of the single chain diabody type would be maintained 
even when the incubated sc(Fv)2 compositions are returned to the original temperature. 

Methods for designing DNA encoding sc(Fv)2 to increase the content ratio of a specific 
structural isomer include, for example, the above described methods for designing DNA such 
that the linker is of appropriate length. 

25 Furthermore, the content ratio of a specific structural isomer in sc(Fv)2 compositions 

can be increased by controlling the association of the variable regions of sc(Fv)2. Specifically, 
DNA encoding sc(Fv)2 is modified so that amino acid residues which form the contact surface of 
the sc(Fv)2 variable regions are modified. 

Herein, "association" may in other words refer to the state of interaction between the 

30 variable regions of the sc(Fv)2, for example. 

Herein, "controlling the association" means controlling to achieve a desired state of 
association, more specifically controlling to prevent an unfavorable association formed in the 
sc(Fv)2. 

Herein, "contact surface" generally refers to the association surface when the 
35 association (interaction) takes place. Amino acid residues that form the contact surface 
generally refer to one or more amino acid residues in the variable regions of sc(Fv)2, which 
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participate in the association, and more preferably refer to amino acid residues that come close 
together and are involved in the interaction when association takes place. Specifically, such 
interactions include hydrogen bonding, electrostatic interaction, and salt bridging of amino acid 
residues that come close together upon association. 
5 Herein, the "amino acid residues that form the contact surface" specifically describes 

the amino acid residues in the variable regions of sc(Fv)2 that constitute the contact surface. 

Specifically, the "modification" of amino acid residues in the methods of the present 
invention refers to substituting the original amino acid residues (before modification) with other 
amino acid residues, deleting the original amino acid residues, or newly adding some amino acid 
10 residues, but preferably refers to substituting other amino acid residues for the original amino 
acid residues. 

"Modifying the DNA" in the above-described methods of the present invention means 
to modify a DNA so that it corresponds to the amino acid residues to be introduced by the 
"modification" of the present invention. More specifically, "Modifying the DNA" means that a 

15 DNA encoding the original amino acid residues is modified to a DNA encoding the amino acid 
residues with a modification introduced. This generally implies inserting, deleting, or 
substituting at least one nucleotide of the original DNA by gene manipulation or mutagenesis, to 
create a codon that encodes the target amino acid residue. Specifically, the codon encoding the 
original amino acid residue is replaced with a codon encoding an amino acid residue introduced 

20 by modification. Such a DNA modification can be suitably carried out by techniques known to 
those skilled in the art, for example, the site-directed mutagenesis method, or PCR mutagenesis 
method. 

In a preferred embodiment of the present invention, for example, mutations are 
introduced at amino acid residues on the contact surface so that the charges of two or more 

25 amino acid residues forming the contact surface in the variable regions of sc(Fv)2 are of the 

same kind. As a result of such modification of two or more amino acid residues involved in the 
association on the contact surface to have the same kind of charge, the association of the amino 
acid residues are inhibited by the repulsive force between the charges. Thus, such amino acid 
residues to be modified by the methods described above are preferably two or more amino acid 

30 residues that come close to each other upon association of the variable regions of sc(Fv)2 to form 
the contact surface. 

The amino acid residues that come close together upon association can be found, for 
example, by analyzing the tertiary structure of sc(Fv)2 and examining the amino acid sequences 
of the variable regions that form the contact surface upon association of the sc(Fv)2. Such 
35 amino acid residues that come close together at the contact surface are preferred targets for 
"modification" by the methods of the present invention. 
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Some amino acids are known to be charged. Generally known amino acids with a 
positive charge (positively-charged amino acids) include lysine (K), arginine (R), and histidine 
(H). Known amino acids with a negative charge (negatively charged amino acids) include 
aspartic acid (D) and glutamic acid (E) and such. Thus, in the present invention, "amino acid 
5 residues with the same kind of charge" preferably means amino acid residues with a positive 
charge, or those with a negative charge. 

In the present invention, amino acid residues that form the contact surface are preferably 
modified to have the same kind of charge. Identical amino acids are more preferred among 
amino acid residues with the same kind of charge. For example, amino acid residues after 
10 modification may be lysine and arginine, more preferably the residues are two lysines or two 
arginines. 

When multiple amino acid residues are introduced by modification, the amino acid 
residues may include a few non-charged amino acid residues. 

There is no limitation as to the number of amino acid residues to be modified by the 

15 methods of the present invention. However, to avoid the reduction of binding activity to the 
antigen, preferably the number of amino acid residues modified is as few as possible. The 
above-mentioned "few" means, for example, about 1 to 10, preferably about 1 to 5, more 
preferably about 1 to 3, and still more preferably 1 or 2. 

In a preferred embodiment of the present invention, when an amino acid residue (X) that 

20 forms the contact surface in the original sc(Fv)2 is already a charged amino acid, or forms a 

hydrogen bond, an amino acid residue that comes close to amino acid residue (X) at association, 
and which corresponds to the amino acid residue (X) at association, is modified to an amino acid 
residue identical to amino acid residue (X) (or an amino acid residue with the same kind of 
charge as that of amino acid residue (X)) . In this embodiment, one of the amino acid residues 

25 that form the contact surface may be modified. 

In another preferred embodiment of the present invention, mutations are introduced at 
amino acid residues on the contact surface so that the modification of amino acid residues 
forming the contact surface of the variable regions in sc(Fv)2 allows the amino acid residues 
forming the hydrophobic core on the contact surface to become charged amino acid residues. 

30 In general, "hydrophobic core" refers to a part formed as a result of hydrophobic amino 

acid side chains assembling to the inner side of associated polypeptides. Hydrophobic amino 
acids include, for example, alanine, isoleucine, leucine, methionine, phenylalanine, proline, 
tryptophan, and valine and such. In addition, amino acid residues other than the hydrophobic 
amino acid residues (for example, tyrosine) may be involved in the formation of the hydrophobic 

35 core. Together with the hydrophilic surface in which side chains of hydrophilic amino acids are 
exposed outside, the hydrophobic core can be a driving force to promote association of 
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water-soluble polypeptides. When hydrophobic amino acids of two different domains are at the 
molecule surface and are exposed to water molecules, the entropy is increased, resulting in 
increase of free energy. Accordingly, the two domains associate with each other to decrease the 
free energy for stabilization, and thus hydrophobic amino acids on the contact surface are buried 
5 inside the molecule, forming the hydrophobic core. 

When amino acid residues forming the hydrophobic core which was formed by the 
association of polypeptides are modified to charged polar amino acids, the hydrophobic core 
formation would be inhibited, resulting in the inhibition of the polypeptide association. 
Similarly in sc(Fv)2, which is a polypeptide, the hydrophobic core is formed upon association of 

10 the variable regions. Thus, the association of the variable regions can be controlled by 
replacing these amino acid residues in the hydrophobic core with charged amino acids. 

By analyzing the desired sc(Fv)2 amino acid sequence, those skilled in the art can find 
out whether a hydrophobic core exists, where the core is formed (regions), and so on. 

Furthermore, knobs-into-holes technology can be used (Japanese Patent Kohyo 

15 Publication No. (JP-A) 2001-523971 (unexamined Japanese national phase publication 

corresponding to a non- Japanese international publication)) to promote a desirable association of 
amino acid residues that form the contact surface of the variable regions. The knobs-into-holes 
method is a method applicable to the present invention for introducing a specific and 
complementary interaction between the contact surfaces of the first and second polypeptides, 

20 which promotes heteromultimer formation and suppresses homomultimer formation (for 

example, introducing a residue containing a free thiol into both the first and second polypeptides 
at positions corresponding to the contact surfaces, so that a non-natural disulfide bond is formed 
between the first and second polypeptides). Knobs-into-holes is an already known technique to 
those skilled in the art. Those skilled in the art can suitably apply such a method to sc(Fv)2s. 

25 In addition, the above-described methods can also be used in combination. 

In general, three CDRs and four FR regions constitute the variable region. In a 
preferred embodiment of the present invention, amino acid residues to be "modified" can be 
suitably selected, for example, from amino acid residues in the CDRs or FR region. In general, 
modification of amino acid residues in the CDRs may sometimes result in reduction of the 

30 binding activity to antigens. Thus, although such amino acid residues to be "modified" are not 
particularly limited, it is preferable that they be suitably selected from the amino acid residues in 
the FR region. 

With respect to the desired sc(Fv)2 the association of which is to be controlled by the 
methods of the present invention, those skilled in the art can suitably know the types of amino 
35 acid residues that come close together on the contact surface of FR upon association. 

Such amino acid residues that come close together on the contact surface of FR upon 
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association include, for example, glutamine (Q) at position 39 (FR2 region) in VH and glutamine 
(Q) at position 38 (FR2 region) in VL facing (contacting) each other. Another preferred 
example include leucine (L) at position 45 (FR2) in VH and proline (P) at position 44 (FR2) in 
VL facing (contacting) each other. The numbering for these sites is based on the methods of 
5 Kabat et al. (Kabat EA et ai 1991. Sequence of Proteins of Immunological Interest. NIH). 

These amino acid residues are known to be highly conserved between human and mouse 
(J. Mol. Recognit. (2003) 16: 1 13-120). Thus, the association of variable regions of sc(Fv)2s 
other than the ones described in the Examples can also be controlled by modifying the amino 
acid residues corresponding to the amino acid residues listed above. 

10 Example of methods for increasing the content ratio of the single chain diabody type in 

an sc(Fv)2 having the arrangement of [variable region 1] (linker Invariable region 2] (linker 
2)[variable region 3] (linker 3)[variable region 4] are described below. 

When bivalent scFv type occurs in the sc(Fv)2, substitution mutations are introduced at 
the amino acid residues which form the contact surfaces of the variable regions to suppress the 

15 association between variable regions 1 and 2, and between variable regions 3 and 4, but not to 
suppress (to enhance) the association between variable regions 1 and 4, and between variable 
region 2 and 3. 

When structural isomers having a structure where variable regions 1 and 3 are 
associated and variable regions 2 and 4 are associated occur in the sc(Fv)2, substitution 
20 mutations are introduced at the amino acid residues that form the contact surfaces of the variable 
regions to suppress the association described above but not to suppress (to enhance) the 
association between variable regions 1 and 4, and the association between variable regions 2 and 
3. 

When structural isomers having a structure where variable regions 1 and 3 are 
25 associated occur in the sc(Fv)2, substitution mutations are introduced at the amino acid residues 
that form the contact surfaces of the variable regions to suppress the association described above 
but not to suppress (to enhance) the association between variable regions 1 and 4, and between 
variable regions 2 and 3. 

When structural isomers having a structure where variable regions 2 and 4 are 
30 associated occur in the sc(Fv)2, substitution mutations are introduced at the amino acid residues 
that form the contact surfaces of the variable regions to suppress the association described above 
but not to suppress (to enhance) the association between variable regions 1 and 4, and between 
variable regions 2 and 3. 

Alternatively, examples of methods for increasing the content ratio of the bivalent scFv 
35 type is described below in an sc(Fv)2 having the arrangement of [variable region 1 ] (linker 
Invariable region 2] (linker 2)[variable region 3] (linker 3)[variable region 4],. 
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When the single chain diabody type occurs in the sc(Fv)2, substitution mutations are 
introduced at the amino acid residues that form the contact surfaces of the variable regions to 
suppress association between variable regions 1 and 4, and between variable regions 2 and 3, but 
not to suppress (to enhance) the association between variable regions 1 and 2, and between 
5 variable region 3 and 4. 

When structural isomers having a structure where variable regions 1 and 3 are 
associated and variable regions 2 and 4 are associated occur in the sc(Fv)2, substitution 
mutations are introduced at the amino acid residues that form the contact surfaces of the variable 
regions to suppress the association described above but not to suppress (to enhance) the 
10 association between variable regions 1 and 2, and the association between variable regions 3 and 
4. 

When structural isomers having a structure where variable regions I and 3 are 
associated occur in the sc(Fv)2, substitution mutations are introduced at the amino acid residues 
that form the contact surfaces of the variable regions to suppress the association described above 

15 but not to suppress (to enhance) the association between variable regions 1 and 2, and between 
variable regions 3 and 4. 

When structural isomers having a structure where variable regions 2 and 4 are 
associated occur in the sc(Fv)2 form, substitution mutations are introduced at the amino acid 
residues that form the contact surfaces of the variable regions to suppress the association 

20 described above but not to suppress (to enhance) the association between variable regions 1 and 
2, and between variable regions 3 and 4. 

More specific examples are described below, but are not limited thereto. 
For example, for decreasing the percentage of the bivalent scFv type and increasing the 
percentage of the single chain diabody type in an sc(Fv)2 having the arrangement of [VH1] 

25 linker [VL2] linker [VH3] linker [VL4], for example, amino acid residues that form the contact 
surfaces of VH1 and VL2 are substituted with amino acid residues having the same kind of 
charge. Furthermore, amino acid residues that form the contact surfaces of VH3 and VL4 are 
substituted with amino acid residues having the same kind of charge, which are not repulsive to 
(preferably having affinity to) the amino acid residues introduced into VH1 and VL2. 

30 Alternatively, for example, the amino acid side chains forming the contact surface of VH1 and 
VL2 are substituted with larger side chains (knobs), and amino acid side chains forming the 
contact surface of VH3 and VL4 are substituted with smaller side chains (holes). Such a 
substitution allows a regulation such that the association between VH1 and VL2, and between 
VH3 and VL4 is suppressed, but the association between VH1 and VL4, and between VL2 and 

35 VH3 is not suppressed (enhanced). 

Alternatively, when decreasing the percentage of the single chain diabody type and 
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increasing the percentage of the bivalent scFv type in sc(Fv)2 having the arrangement of: [VH1] 
linker [VL2] linker [VH3] linker [VL4], for example, amino acid residues that form the contact 
surface of VH1 and VL4 are substituted with amino acid residues having the same kind of charge. 
Furthermore, amino acid residues that form the contact surface of VH3 and VL2 are substituted 
5 with amino acid residues with the same kind of charge, which are not repulsive to (preferably 
having affinity to) the amino acid residues introduced into VH1 and VL4. Moreover, for 
example, amino acid side chains that form the contact surface of VH1 and VL4 are substituted 
with larger side chains (knob), and amino acid side chains that form the contact surface of VH3 
and VL2 are substituted with smaller side chains (hole). Such a substitution allows a regulation 

10 such that the association between VH1 and VL4 is suppressed, but the association between VH1 
and VL2, and between VH3 and VL4 is not suppressed (enhanced). 

In a preferred embodiment of the present invention, the present invention provides 
methods for increasing the content ratio of specific structural isomers in sc(Fv)2 compositions, 
which comprise the step of substituting the following amino acids residues (1) and (2), or (3) and 

15 (4) with amino acid residues of the same kind of charge. 

(1) an amino acid residue in the VH of sc(Fv)2, which corresponds to the amino acid residue at 
position 39 in the heavy chain amino acid sequence 

(2) an amino acid residue in the VL of sc(Fv)2, which corresponds to the amino acid residue at 
position 38 in the heavy chain amino acid sequence 

20 (3) an amino acid residue in the VH of sc(Fv)2, which corresponds to the amino acid residue at 
position 45 in the heavy chain amino acid sequence 

(4) an amino acid residue in the VL of sc(Fv)2, which corresponds to the amino acid residue at 
position 44 in the heavy chain amino acid sequence 

The present invention also provides methods for increasing the content ratio of specific 
25 structural isomers in sc(Fv)2 compositions, which comprise the step of substituting a charged 
amino acid residue for an amino acid residue of either (1) or (2), or either (3) or (4). 

(1) an amino acid residue in the VH of sc(Fv)2, which corresponds to the amino acid residue at 
position 39 in the heavy chain amino acid sequence 

(2) an amino acid residue in the VL of sc(Fv)2, which corresponds to the amino acid residue at 
30 position 38 in the heavy chain amino acid sequence 

(3) an amino acid residue in the VH of sc(Fv)2, which corresponds to the amino acid residue at 
position 45 in the heavy chain amino acid sequence 

(4) an amino acid residue in the VL of sc(Fv)2, which corresponds to the amino acid residue at 
position 44 in the heavy chain amino acid sequence 

35 In human and mouse, the amino acid residues of (1) to (4) above are in general: (1) 

glutamine (Q), (2) glutamine (Q), (3) leucine (L), and (4) proline (P), respectively, but are not 
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limited thereto. Other amino acids equivalent to these may be used. For example, an amino 
acid corresponding to the amino acid residue at position 38 in the amino acid sequence of VL 
may be, for example, histidine (H) in human. Those skilled in the art can know the type of 
amino acid residue that corresponds to an amino acid residue at an arbitrary position by referring 
5 to previously published documents and such (for example, J. Mol. Recognit. (2003) 16: 
113-120). 

The isomerization of the structural isomers in sc(Fv)2 compositions, which is described 
below, can also be suppressed by substituting amino acid residues that form the contact surface 
of the heavy chain and light chain variable regions of sc(Fv)2 with charged amino acid residues. 

10 The present invention also provides methods for suppressing the isomerization of the structural 
isomers in sc(Fv)2 compositions, which comprise the step of substituting amino acid residues 
that form the contact surface of heavy chain and light chain variable regions of sc(Fv)2 with 
charged amino acid residues. A specific embodiment of the step of substituting amino acid 
residues that form the contact surface of heavy chain and light chain variable regions of sc(Fv)2 

15 with charged amino acid residues is described above. 

The present invention provides methods for controlling the ratio of structural isomers in 
sc(Fv)2 compositions by adjusting the lengths of two end linkers and/or middle linker of sc(Fv)2. 
In the present invention, the two end linkers are linkers 1 and 3, and the middle linker is linker 2, 
when sc(Fv)2 has the arrangement of [variable region 1] (linker Invariable region 2] (linker 

20 2)[variable region 3] (linker 3)[variable region 4], 

Specifically, the ratio of the single chain diabody type in sc(Fv)2 compositions can be 
increased by adjusting the length of two end linkers to 0 to 12 amino acids and the length of 
middle linker to 10 to 30 amino acids. Alternatively, the ratio of the bivalent scFv type in 
sc(Fv)2 compositions can be increased by adjusting the length of two end linkers to 12 to 30 

25 amino acids and the length of middle linker to 0 to 10 amino acids. 

Furthermore, the present invention provides methods for producing sc(Fv)2 
compositions in which the content ratio of the single chain diabody type is 80% or higher, 
preferably 90% or higher, and more preferably 95% or higher by adjusting the lengths of the two 
end linkers and/or the middle linker. Furthermore, the present invention provides methods for 

30 producing sc(Fv)2 compositions in which the content ratio of the bivalent scFv type is 80% or 
higher, preferably 90% or higher, and more preferably 95% or higher by adjusting the lengths of 
the two end linkers and/or the middle linker. 

Specifically, sc(Fv)2 compositions in which the content ratio of the single chain diabody 
type is 80% or higher can be produced by adjusting the length of two end linkers to 0 to 12 

35 amino acids, and the length of middle linker to 0 to 10 amino acids. Alternatively, sc(Fv)2 
compositions in which the content ratio of the bivalent scFv type is 80% or higher can be 
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produced by adjusting the length of two end linkers to 12 to 30 amino acids and the length of 
middle linker to 0 to 10 amino acids. 

The present invention also provides methods for identifying the structures of structural 
isomers in sc(Fv)2 compositions, which comprise the step of cleaving the linker portions of 
5 sc(Fv)2. 

Herein, the linker portion refers to a portion comprising a linker and its adjacent region. 
The adjacent linker region refers to a region consisting of 20 amino acids from the amino acid 
next to the linker up to the 20th amino acid towards the variable region side. Thus, the linker 
portion is a portion in which a region consisting of 20 amino acids is linked to each end of a 
10 linker. 

This method is relatively convenient than methods for analyzing single chain diabody 
and bivalent scFv types based on chromatography or such. Chromatography allows the 
separation of the structural isomers, but cannot identify the structures of separated sc(Fv)2. The 
method of the present invention allows the identification of structural isomers separated by 

15 chromatography or such. 

The single chain diabody type and bivalent scFv type are different in tertiary structure. 
Therefore, when any one of the three linker portions is cleaved by an enzyme or such, the 
products after cleavage differ between the single chain diabody type and bivalent scFv type. 

Specifically, when sc(Fv)2 has the arrangement of [variable region 1] (linker Invariable 

20 region 2] (linker 2)[variable region 3] (linker 3)[variable region 4], the cleavage in the portion of 
linker 1 or 3 does not result in the dissociation of the bivalent scFv type into two scFv units since 
the four variable regions are linked together via covalent or non-covalent bonds. However, the 
cleavage in the portion of linker 2 results in the dissociation of two scFv units: scFv comprising 
variable regions 1 and 2, and scFv comprising variable regions 3 and 4. The single chain 

25 diabody type does not dissociate into two units of scFv even when cleaved at any of the linker 
portions 1, 2, and 3 because the four variable regions are linked together via covalent or 
non-covalent bonds (see Fig. 4). 

Thus, when the bivalent scFv type is cleaved at any one of the three linker portions, it 
gives two types of products, one containing four variable regions and the other containing two 

30 variable regions. In contrast, when the single chain diabody type is cleaved at any one of the 
three linker portions, it only gives products containing four variable regions. 

As described above, it is possible to examine whether an sc(Fv)2 is of a single chain 
diabody type or bivalent scFv type by cleaving one of the linker portions of sc(Fv) with an 
enzyme or such, and comparing the resulting products after cleavage. Thus, the present 

35 invention provides methods for analyzing the types of the structural isomers in sc(Fv)2 
compositions, which comprise the step of cleaving the linker portions of sc(Fv). 
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Specifically, such methods comprise the steps of: 

(a) cleaving linker portions of sc(Fv) in sc(Fv)2 compositions; and 

(b) determining the molecular weight or structure of the products after cleavage. 

Generally, the linker portions of sc(Fv)2 are known to be sensitive to proteases and such, 
5 because the linker portions do not form a higher order structure (Hoedemaeker et a/., J Biol 
Chem. (1997) 272 : 29784-29789). The method for cleaving the linkers is not particularly 
limited, however cleavage by enzymes is preferred and cleavage by proteases is particularly 
preferred. Proteases to be used are not particularly limited. Any exopeptidase or 
endopeptidase can be used; however, endopeptidases are preferred for the purpose of cleaving 

10 linkers. Any endopeptidase, including serine protease, thiol peptidase, acidic protease, and 
metalloprotease, can be used. Those skilled in the art can suitably select an endopeptidase 
depending on the amino acid sequence and linker type. Such serine proteases include, for 
example, trypsin that specifically hydrolyzes the C terminal side of Arg or Lys residue and 
subtilisin that non-specifically hydrolyzes proteins and peptides. Alternatively, thiol proteases 

15 such as pyroglutamate aminopeptidase that specifically hydrolyzes pGlu residue at the N 
terminus of proteins and peptides, and papain that non-specifically hydrolyzes proteins and 
peptides can be used. 

The number of linkers to be cleaved is not limited; however it is preferably one. 
Conditions for cleaving a single linker can be determined by methods known to those skilled in 

20 the art. 

Furthermore, the molecular weight or structure of the products after cleavage are 
preferably determined while retaining non-covalent bonds between the variable regions. For 
example, native PAGE and gel filtration can be used. 

All prior art documents cited herein are incorporated herein by reference in their 

25 entirety. 



Examples 

The present invention is specifically illustrated below using Examples, but it is not to be 
construed as being limited thereto. 

30 

[Example 1] Separation of structural isomers of VB22B sc(Fv)2, determination of their 
structures, and activity assay 

1-1. Preparation of anti-human Mpl antibody VB22B sc(Fv)2 

The anti-human Mpl antibody VB22B sc(Fv)2 was prepared as described in 
35 PCT/JP2004/1 8506 (International Patent Application WO2005/56604). Specifically, cDNA for 
the antibody variable region from mouse hybridoma VB22B producing anti-human Mpl antibody 
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was cloned. A DNA comprising the nucleotide sequence (SEQ ID NO: 3) having the 
arrangement of VH-linker sequence- VL-linker sequence- VH-1 inker sequence-VL-Flag tag 
sequence was prepared using the nucleotide sequence encoding the linker sequence 
(GlyGlyGlyGlySer)x3 (SEQ ID NO: 1) and the nucleotide sequence encoding a FLAG sequence 
5 (AspTyrLysAspAspAspAspLysXSEQ ID NO: 2). This DNA fragment was cloned into the 
expression vector pCXND3 to construct an expression vector for VB22B sc(Fv)2. This vector 
was introduced into CHO-DG44 cells, and thus a stably expressing cell line was prepared. 
Specifically, a mixture of the expression vector (25 ng) and 0.75 ml of CHO-DG44 cells (1 x 10 7 
cells/ml) suspended in PBS was cooled on ice for 10 minutes, and transferred into a cuvette. 

10 The mixture was then pulsed at 1 .5 kV and 25 jiFD using Gene Pulserll (BioRad). After 10 
minutes of recovery at room temperature, the cells treated by electroporation were added to 
CHO-S-SFMII medium (Invitrogen) containing 500 jig/ml Geneticin (Invitrogen). Then, a 
VB22B sc(Fv)2-producing CHO cell line was established through selection. 

Then, the culture supernatant of this cell line was loaded onto a Macro-Prep Ceramic 

15 Hydroxyapatite Type I (Bio-Rad) column equilibrated with a 20 mM phosphate buffer (pH6.8), 
and VB22B sc(Fv)2 was eluted in a stepwise manner with 250 mM phosphate buffer (pH6.8). 
The eluted fraction was concentrated on an ultrafilter, and then fractionated by gel filtration 
chromatography using a HiLoad 26/60 Superdex 200 pg (Amersham Biosciences) column, and a 
fraction corresponding to the molecular weight range of about 40 kD to 70 kD was obtained. 

20 The fraction was loaded onto an Anti-Flag M2 Affinity Gel column ( Sigma- Aldrich) equilibrated 
with a 50 mM Tris-HCI buffer (pH7.4) containing 150 mM NaCl and 0.05% Tween 20. The 
absorbed antibody was eluted with 100 mM glycine-HCl (pH3.5). The eluted fraction was 
immediately neutralized with 1 M Tris-HCI (pH8.0), and loaded onto a HiLoad 26/60 Superdex 
200 pg (Amersham Biosciences) column for gel filtration chromatography. 20 mM acetate 

25 buffer (pH6.0) containing 150 mM NaCl and 0.01% Tween 80 was used in the gel filtration 
chromatography. 

1-2. Separation of structural isomers of VB22B sc(Fv)2 

VB22B sc(Fv)2 is an sc(Fv)2 comprising the sequence of 

30 VHi -linker- VL 2 -linker-VH3-linker-VL 4 . Therefore, depending on the combinations of Fv (a 
molecule in which VH and VL are non-covalently linked), there would be two types of structural 
isomers: the bivalent scFv type in which each set of VHj and VL 2 , and VH3 and VL4 form an 
Fv; and the single chain diabody type in which each set of VH] and VL4, and VH2 and VL3 form 
an Fv (Fig. 1). As a result of examining structural isomer separation of VB22B sc(Fv)2, the 

35 inventors succeeded in separating various structural isomers of VB22B sc(Fv)2 by using anion 
exchange chromatography MONO Q (Amersham Biosciences) under the following elution 



34 

conditions. 

<Elution conditions 

Mobile phase A: 20 mM Tris-HCl, pH 8.0 

Mobile phase B: 20 mM Tris-HCl, 500 mM NaCl, pH 8.0 j 
5 Flow rate: l.Oml/min 

Gradient: B0% -+ B35% (30 min) 

Under the conditions described above, VB22B sc(Fv)2 was separated into four peaks. 

The chromatogram shown in Fig. 2 was obtained. The peaks were named pre peak 1 , pre peak 

2, peak 1, and peak 2 starting from the peak with the shortest retention time. 
10 Sample solutions for peak 1 and peak 2 were introduced into Q-TOF mass spectrometer 

(Q Tof Ultima, Micro Mass) by infusion. Appended software (MassLynx) was used for a 

deconvolution of the obtained multivalent ion spectra (+). The result showed that the molecular 

weights were 541 1 5 Da for peakl, and 541 12 Da for peak 2. This suggests that the molecular 

weights for peak 1 and peak 2 are the same. 
15 Peak 1 and peak 2 were suggested to be structural isomers (conformational isomers) 

since VB22B sc(Fv)2 was not glycosylated and moreover, peak 1 and peak 2 had an identical 

amino acid primary structure but different tertiary structures that were separated by ion exchange 

chromatography. Previously published documents suggested the presence of such structural 

isomers; however, the finding described above allowed separation of structural isomers for the 
20 first time. 

i 
i 

1 -3. Determination of the structures of the structural isomers of VB22B sc(Fv)2 i 

VB22B sc(Fv)2 is an sc(Fv)2 comprising the sequence of 
VHi-linker-VL 2 -linker-VH 3 -linker-VL4. Therefore, depending on the combinations of Fv (a 
25 molecule in which VH and VL are non-covalently linked), two types of structural isomers are 
predicted to exist: the bivalent scFv type in which each set of VHi and VL2, and VH3 and VL4 
forms a Fv; and the single chain diabody type in which each set of VHi and VL 4 , and VH 2 and 

1 

VL 3 forms a Fv. Thus, peak 1 and peak 2 would be of those structural isomers described above. 
Through investigations described herein, a protease-based limited proteolysis method 
30 was found as an analytical method for identifying the two types of structural isomers. The 

linker portions of sc(Fv)2 are thought to have a relatively flexible structure and thus be less 

tolerant to proteases. Peak 1 , peak 2, and VB22B bulk (peak 1 :peak 2 - 1 :3) were reacted with 

subtilisin A, a type of protease, under the following conditions. 

<Reaction conditions> 
35 20 mM sodium citrate, 1 50 mM NaCl, pH 7.5 

VB22B sc(Fv)2 peak 1 or peak 2: 0.14 mg/ml 
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Subtilisin A: 1 ng/m 1 
37°C, 30 min 

Following the reaction described above, reducing SDS-PAGE was carried out using 
TrisGIycine SDS ge! (12%). As a result, VB22B bulk (prior to separating the structural 
5 isomers), peak 1 and peak 2 all showed the same band pattern (Fig. 3). A band specific to each 
fragment resulting from the cleavage of VB22B sc(Fv)2 at the three linker portions was obtained. 
This indicated that the linker portions of VB22B sc(Fv)2 can be partially and limitedly degraded 
using the above-described reaction conditions. 

As shown in Fig. 4, when cleavage occurs at one of the three linkers in the two types of 

10 structural isomers, in the non-denatured state, cleavage at any of the three linkers does not alter 
the apparent molecular weight in the structure of single chain diabody type in which VH and VL 
are non-covalently linked together. However, when cleavage at the middle linker of the 
bivalent scFv type occurs, molecular species with half the molecular weight is produced. Thus, 
VB22B sc(Fv)2 bulk, peak 1, and peak 2 after partial linker cleavage under the reaction 

15 conditions described above were analyzed by gel filtration chromatography using TSK 
Super2000 (TOSOH). Gel filtration chromatography was carried out using the following 
conditions: 

Mobile phase: DPBS(-) pH 7.4 
Flow rate: 0.2 ml/min 

20 As shown in Fig. 5, the result showed no low molecular weight antibody peak in peak 2, 

while a low molecular weight antibody peak (about one half of the original molecular weight) 
was found in peak 1 . VB22B sc(Fv)2 bulk, a mixture of peak 1 and peak 2, was also found to 
give a low molecular weight antibody peak with a level relevant to the abundance of peak 1 . 
Thus, peak 1 and peak 2 were identified as bivalent scFv type and single chain diabody type, 

25 respectively. 

This series of procedures enable the separation of structural isomers contained in 
VB22B sc(Fv)2 and identification of their structures. Previously published documents predict 
the structures of structural isomers based on model prediction. The present investigation 
discovered methods for identifying the structures of separated structural isomers. Furthermore, 
30 it allowed quantitative evaluation of the abundance ratio of the structural isomers - the bivalent 
scFv and single chain diabody structures contained in VB22B sc(Fv)2 - from the peak areas of 
ion exchange chromatography. 

1-4. Biological activity assay of the structural isomers of VB22B sc(Fv)2 
35 A document (Blood (2005) 105:562-566) has reported that anti-human Mpl antibody 

VB22B sc(Fv)2 exhibits a TPO-like agonistic activity. Thus, TPO-like agonistic activity of the 
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separated structural isomers was assessed using BaF3-human Mpl or BaF3-monkey Mpl that 
proliferate in a TPO-dependent manner. 

Cells from each cell line were washed twice with RPMI 1640/1% FBS (fetal bovine 
serum) (Invitrogen), and then suspended in RPMI 1640/10% FBS to a concentration of 4 x 10 5 
5 cells/ml. Cell suspensions were aliquoted at 60 |il/well into a 96-well plate. Various 
concentrations of rhTPO (R&D) and samples of the structural isomers were prepared, and a 
40-fil aliquot was added into each well. The plates were then incubated at 37°C under 5% C0 2 
for 24 nr. Immediately after an addition of \Q-\x\ aliquot of WST-8 reagent (Cell Count Reagent 
SF; Nacalai Tesque) into each well, absorbance was measured at 450 nm (and at 655 nm as a 

10 control) using Benchmark Plus. After two hours of incubation, absorbance was measured at 
450 nm (and at 655 nm as a control) again. The WST-8 reagent changes colors at 450 nm in a 
color reaction that reflects the viable cell count. TPO-like agonistic activity was assessed using 
the change in absorbance during the two-hour incubation as an index. 

Purified structural isomers of VB22B sc(Fv)2 were assayed for their TPO-like agonistic 

15 activity using BaF3-human Mpl and BaF3-monkey Mpl. The results are shown in Fig. 6. The 
comparison of agonistic activities between the structural isomers of peak 1 and peak 2 revealed 
that peak 2 exhibits a significantly higher activity. This suggests that anti-Mpl antibody sc(Fv)2 
needs to form a single chain diabody structure in order to exert the TPO-like agonistic activity. 

20 [Example 2] Separation of structural isomers of hVB22B u2-wz4 sc(Fv)2, identification of their 
structures, and activity assay 

2-1. Preparation of humanized anti-human Mpl antibody hVB22B u2-wz4 sc(Fv)2 

Humanized antibodies were prepared by grafting a complementarity-determining region 
(hereinafter abbreviated as "CDR") into the framework regions (hereinafter abbreviated as "FR") 

25 of variable regions of VB22B sc(Fv)2 prepared in Example 1. Specifically, synthetic oligo 
DNAs of about 50 nucleotides were designed so as to make about 20 nucleotides available for 
hybridization. The synthetic oligo DNAs was also designed such that the resulting gene will 
have a nucleotide sequence (SEQ ID NO: 4) having the arrangement of 
VH-linker-sequence-VL-linker sequence- VH-1 inker sequence- VL, using a nucleotide sequence 

30 encoding the linker sequence (GlyGlyGlyGlySer)x3 (SEQ ID NO: 1). These synthetic oligo 
DNAs were assembled together by PCR to prepare the gene encoding the respective variable 
regions. To express the obtained gene in animal cells, an expression vector was constructed, the 
cell line CHO-DG44 constitutive ly expressing the antibody was prepared, and culture 
supernatants were collected by the same method as that described in Example 1-1. The 

35 humanized antibody hVB22B u2-wz4 sc(Fv)2, which is not Flag-tagged, was purified from 
culture supernatants using a fusion protein of GST and MG 1 0 (Gln2 1 3 to Ala23 1 in the amino 
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acid sequence of human Mpl), which is an epitope recognized by VB22B sc(Fv)2. 

The MG10-GST fusion protein was purified using Glutathione Sepharose 4B 
(Amersham Biosciences) according to the supplier's protocol. Then, the purified MG10-GST 
fusion protein was immobilized onto a HiTrap NHS-activated HP Column (Amersham 
5 Biosciences) to prepare an affinity column, according to the supplier's protocol. The culture 
supernatant of CHO cells expressing the humanized antibody hVB22B u2-wz4 sc(Fv)2 was 
loaded onto the MG10-GST fusion protein-immobilized column. The adsorbed humanized 
antibody hVB22B u2-wz4 sc(Fv)2 was eluted with 100 mM glycine-HCl (pH3.5)/0.01% Tween 
80. Immediately after elution, the eluted fraction was neutralized with 1 M Tris-HCI (pH7,4), 
10 and was further subjected to gel filtration chromatography using a HiLoad 16/60 Superdex 200 
pg (Amersham Biosciences). 20 mM citrate buffer (pH7.5) containing 300 mM NaCl and 
0.01% Tween 80 was used in the gel filtration chromatography. 

2-2. Separation and purification of structural isomers of hVB22B u2-wz4 sc(Fv)2 

15 hVB22B u2-wz4 sc(Fv)2 is an sc(Fv)2 comprising the sequence of 

VH r iinker-VL2-iinker-VH 3 -iinker-VL4. Therefore, as is the case of VB22B sc(Fv)2, 
depending on the combinations of Fv (a molecule in which VH and VL are non-covalently 
linked), there would be two types of structural isomers: the bivalent scFv type in which each set 
of VHi and VL 2 , anVH 3 and VL 4 form a Fv; and the single chain diabody type in which each set 

20 of VH i and VL 4 , and VH 2 and VL 3 form a F v (Fig. 1 ). 

The separation of structural isomers of hVB22B u2-wz4 sc(Fv)2 was examined. The 
result suggested that various components of hVB22B u2-wz4 sc(Fv)2 can be separated using 
cation exchange chromatography BioAssist S (TOSOH) under the following elution conditions: 
Mobile phase A: 20 mM sodium phosphate, pH 7.5 

25 Mobile phase B: 20 mM sodium phosphate, 500 mM NaCl, pH 7.5 
Flow rate: 0.8 ml/min 
Gradient: B0% -> B35% (30 min) 

Under the conditions described above, hVB22B u2-wz4 sc(Fv)2 was separated into two 
peaks. The chromatogram shown in Fig. 7 was obtained. The peaks were named peak 1 and 

30 peak 2 starting from the peak with the shorter retention time. 

The molecular weights for peak 1 and peak 2 were determined using Q-TOF mass 
spectrometer (Q Tof Ultima, Micro Mass). Sample solutions were introduced into Q-TOF by 
infusion. Appended software (MassLynx) was used for deconvolution of the obtained 
multivalent ion spectra (+). The result showed that the molecular weights were 53768 Da for 

35 peak 1 , and 53769 Da for peak 2. Accordingly, the molecular weights for peak 1 and peak 2 
were found to be identical. 
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Peptide mapping for peak 1 and peak 2 was carried out. After reduction and 1 
denaturation followed by carboxymethylation, the samples were degraded into peptide fragments 
using trypsin, and peptide maps were obtained using reversed-phase chromatography 
(YMC-Pack-ODS). The peptide maps for peak 1 and peak 2 were compared, which revealed 
5 that the mapping patterns of peak 1 and peak 2 were identical, as shown in Fig. 8. Thus, the 
amino acid primary structures were found to be identical to each other. 

hVB22B u2-wz4 sc(Fv)2 was not glycosylated, and the molecular weights for peak 1 I 
and peak 2 were identical when determined by TOF-MASS. In addition, the mapping patterns 
for peak 1 and peak 2 were identical to each other. Accordingly, these findings show that peak 
10 1 and peak 2 are structural isomers (conformational isomers) having different tertiary structures. 

hVB22B u2-wz4 sc(Fv)2 is an sc(Fv)2 comprising the sequence of 
VHi-linker-VL 2 -Hnker- VH3-linker-VL,4, as shown in Fig. 1 . Therefore, depending on the 
combinations of Fv (a molecule in which VH and VL are non-covalently linked), there would be 
two types of structural isomers; the bivalent scFv type in which each set of VHi and VL 2 , and 
15 VH3 and VL 4 forms a Fv ; and the single chain diabody type in which each set of VHi and VL 4 , 

and VH2 and VL 3 forms a Fv. Thus, each of peak 1 and peak 2 would have the structure of ' 
either bivalent scFv type or single chain diabody type. 

A protease-based limited proteolysis method was found as an analytical method for 
identifying the two types of structural isomers. The linker portions of sc(Fv)2 are thought to be 
20 relatively flexible in their structures and thus be less tolerant to proteases. Peak 1, peak 2, and 
hVB22B u2-wz4 sc(Fv)2 (peak 1 .peak 2 = 1 :4) were incubated with subtilisin A, a type of 
protease, under the following conditions: 

20 mM sodium citrate, 1 50 mM NaCl, pH 7.5 1 

I 

hVB22B u2-wz4 sc(Fv)2 peakl or peak2: 0.15 mg/ml 
25 Subtilisin A: 10 \ig/m\ 
37°C, 30 min 

After the reaction, reducing SDS-PAGE was carried out using 12.5% Phastgel 

Homogeneous. According to the result, all of hVB22B u2-wz4 sc(Fv)2 bulk, peakl, and peak2 

showed the same band pattern, as shown in Fig. 9. A band specific to each fragment that 
30 resulted from the cleavage of hVB22B u2-wz4 sc(Fv)2 at the three linker portions was obtained. 

This indicated that the linker portions of hVB22B u2-wz4 sc(Fv)2 can be degraded partially and 

limitedly using the reaction condition described above. 

As shown in Fig. 4, when cleavage occurs at one of the three linkers in the structures of 

bivalent scFv type and single chain diabody type, in the non-denatured state, cleavage at any of 
35 the three linkers does not alter the apparent molecular weight in the structure of single chain 

diabody type in which VH and VL are non-covalently linked together. However, when 
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cleavage at the middle linker of the bivalent scFv type occurs, molecular species with half the 
molecular weight are produced. Thus, hVB22B u2-wz4 sc(Fv)2 bulk, peak 1, and peak 2 after 
partial linker cleavage under the reaction conditions described above were analyzed by gel 
filtration chromatography using TSK Super2000 (TOSOH). Gel filtration chromatography was 
5 carried out under the following conditions: 
Mobile phase: DPBS(-) pH 7.4 
Flow rate: 0,2 ml/min 

As shown in Fig. 10, the result showed that there was no low molecular weight antibody 
peak in peak 2, while there was one in peak 1 (about one half of the original molecular weight). 
10 hVB22B sc(Fv)2 u2-wz4 bulk, a mixture of peak 1 and peak 2, was also found to give a low 
molecular weight antibody peak with a level relevant to the abundance of peak 1 . Thus, based 
on the result, peak 1 and peak 2 were identified as the bivalent scFv type and single chain 
diabody type, respectively. 

15 2-3. Binding activity assay of the structural isomers of hVB22B u2-wz4 sc(Fv)2 

The binding activities of hVB22B u2-wz4 sc(Fv)2, and peak 1 and peak 2 separated 
from hVB22B u2-wz4 sc(Fv)2 were evaluated as described below. Sensor Chip CM5 (Biacore) 
was placed in Biacore 3000 (Biacore), and a fusion protein of MG10 (Gln213 to Ala231 of 
human Mpl) and GST described in Section 2-1 was immobilized onto the chip by the 

20 amine-coupling method. HBS-EP Buffer (Biacore) was used as the running buffer for the 

measurement. The flow rate was 20 u,l/min. Six concentrations of each of humanized VB22B 
u2-wz4 sc(Fv)2 bulk, peak 1, and peak 2 within about 5 to 150 nM were prepared using HBS-EP 
Buffer. Each of the samples was injected over the above-described MGlO-immobilized cell for 
2 minutes to reveal the binding region. Then, the measurement was conducted for 2 minutes to 

25 reveal the dissociation region. VB22B sc(Fv)2 bound to the MG10-GST fusion protein was 
removed by injecting 20 mM HC1 for 1 minute to recover the immobilized cell. The 
association rate constant (ka) and dissociation rate constant (kd) were calculated from the 
obtained sensorgram using the BIAevaluation Version 3.1 (Biacore) software applying the 
bivalent analyte model. The result showed that the dissociation constants (KD) for hVB22B 

30 u2-wz4 sc(Fv)2 bulk, peak 1, and peak 2 were 1.02 x 10" 8 M, 1.24 x 10~ 8 M, 9.92 x 10" 9 M, 
respectively, as shown in Table 1. The two types of structural isomers were found to have 
comparable binding activities. 
Table 1 
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ka(l/Ms) [xlO 6 ] 


kd(l/s) [xlO 3 ] 


KD(nM) 


VB22B peakl 


5.86 ±0.06 


7.27 ±0.25 


12.4±0.05 


VB22B peak2 


5.71±0.17 


5.66 ±0.24 


9.92 ±0.53 


VB22B bulk 


6.08±0.30 


6.17±0.23 


10.2 ±0.8 



n=3 
n=3 
n=3 



2-4. Agonistic activity assay of structural isomers of hVB22B u2-wz4 sc(Fv)2 

Peak 1, peak 2, and hVB22B u2-wz4 sc(Fv)2 were evaluated for their agonistic 
5 activities. As shown in Fig. 1 1 , the agonistic activity was markedly different between the 

structural isomers. While peak 2 for the single chain diabody structure exhibited exceedingly 

high agonistic activity, the activity was extremely low in peak 1 for the bivalent scFv structure. 

The binding activity was comparable between the two types of structural isomers; however in 

contrast, their agonistic activities were significantly different. Neither separation nor 
10 identification of the structural isomers was carried out in previously published documents. The 

investigation described herein discovered for the first time that biological activities between the 

two types of the structural isomers differ. 

The separation of the structural isomers in hVB22B u2-wz4 sc(Fv)2 and identification 

of their structures can be carried out by this Example. Furthermore, the abundance ratio of the 
15 structural isomers each having the bivalent scFv structure or single chain diabody structure in 

hVB22B u2-wz4 sc(Fv)2 can be quantitatively analyzed based on chromatographic peak areas. 

The agonistic activity was found to be significantly different between the bivalent scFv structure 

and single chain diabody structure of hVB22B u2-wz4 sc(Fv)2. Standardization tests to 

determine properties of the two types of structural isomers of hVB22B u2-wz4 sc(Fv)2 and to 
20 quantitatively analyze the content ratio of each structural isomer are essential in the development 

of hVB22B u2-wz4 sc(Fv)2 comprising the structural isomers with significantly different 

activity as pharmaceuticals. 



[Example 3] Analysis of the abundance ratio of structural isomers of VB22B sc(Fv)2 with 

25 modified linkers and regulation of the ratio of structural isomers 

VB22B sc(Fv)2 is an sc(Fv)2 comprising the sequence of 
VHi-linker-VL 2 -linker-VH 3 -linker-VL4. Therefore, depending on the combinations of Fv (a 
molecule in which VH and VL are non-covalently linked), there would be two types of structural 
isomers: the bivalent scFv type in which each set of VHi and VL 2 , and VH 3 and VL 4 form a Fv; 

30 and the single chain diabody type in which each set of VHi and VL 4 , and VH 2 and VL 3 form a 
Fv. 

The linker in the middle is designated as the middle linker, and the linkers at the two 
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ends are designated as end linkers. Various VB22B sc(Fv)2 with the middle linker or end 

linkers of varying lengths were prepared as shown in Fig. 12, and the abundance ratio of the 

structural isomers was quantitatively analyzed under the following conditions: 

Column: MONO Q (Amersham biosciences) 
5 Mobile phase A: 20 mM Tris-HCl, pH 8.0 

Mobile phase B: 20 mM Tris-HCl, 500 mM NaCl, pH 8.0 

Flow rate: 1.0 ml/min 

Gradient: B0% — B35% (30 min) 

As a result, as shown in Fig. 13, the two types of structural isomers with linkers of 
10 arbitrary lengths were separated by the analytical method described in Example 2, and the 

abundance ratio of the structural isomers was determined. It was found that the bivalent scFv 

type and single chain diabody type ratio can be controlled by linker length. The use of this 

analytical method enables the design of linkers with adequate linker lengths to obtain structural 

isomers at a desired ratio. 
15 Previously published documents were unable to quantitatively evaluate linker 

length-dependent abundance ratio of structural isomers since neither methods for identifying the 

structures of the two types of structural isomers nor quantitative analytical methods were 

available. Protein Engineering, (1993) 6(8), 989-995, Protein Engineering, (1994) 7(8), 

1027-1033, and other documents have reported that in general, an adjacent pair of VH and VL 
20 hardly forms a Fv when linker length is 12 or less. The investigation described herein revealed 

that when G5 or G10 was used, the single chain diabody type structure, in which the adjacent 

pairs of VH and VL have formed a Fv, was present, albeit in a small amount. Thus, the two 

types of structures (specifically, the structural isomers) are likely to exist irrespective of the type 

of linker. Quantitative analyses of the abundance ratio of structural isomers would thus be 
25 necessary to develop sc(Fv)2 type molecules as pharmaceutics when using any linker. This 
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suggests that the methods of separation and analysis of the present invention, which allow 
quantitative analysis of the abundance ratio of the structural isomers ancj separation and 
purification |of the isomers, are extremely useful in .developing. sc(Fy)2 type pharmaceutical 
molecules. 

30 

[Example 4] Large scale purification of structural isomers using cation exchange 
chromatography (SOURCE 1 5S) 

hVB22B u2-wz4 sc(Fv)2 was purified from culture supernatant of hVB22B u2-wz4 
sc(Fv)2-expressing CHO cells used in Example 2-1 . The culture supernatant was diluted three 
35 times with purified water, and then was adjusted to pH 6.0 using l M acetic acid. Then, the 
resulting supernatant was loaded onto SP Sepharose Fast Flow column (Amersham Biosciences) 
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equilibrated with 20 mM sodium acetate buffer (pH 6.0), The column was washed with the 
same buffer, and then the polypeptide adsorbed onto the column was eluted with a linear gradient 
of 0 to 0.5 M NaCl in the same buffer (Step 1). The resulting fractions were analyzed by 

i 

reducing SDS-PAGE using TrisGly cine SDS gel ( 1 2%). Fractions containing hVB22B u2- wz4 
5 sc(Fv)2 were collected. 

The hVB22B u2-wz4 sc(Fv)2 fraction in step 1 was loaded onto a hydroxyapatite , 
column (type I, 20 urn; BIO-RAD) equilibrated with 10 mM phosphate buffer (pH 6.8). The 

column was washed with the same buffer. The concentration of the phosphate buffer (pH 6.8) ! 
was raised linearly up to 160 mM to elute the polypeptide adsorbed to the column (Fig. 14). 
10 Small elution peaks appeared after the main peak. SDS-PAGE analysis revealed that these 
peaks were all from hVB22B u2-wz4 sc(Fv)2. As shown in the right panel of Fig. 14, 

analytical gel filtration using a Superdex 200 PC 3.2/30 column (Amersham Biosciences) [ 
revealed that the main peak contained mostly hVB22B u2-wz4 sc(Fv)2 monomers and the latter 
peaks correspond to aggregate fractions for dimers and higher multimers of hVB22B u2-wz4 
15 sc(Fv)2. This indicates that the monomer fraction of hVB22B u2-wz4 sc(Fv)2 can be separated 
in this step. 

The monomer fraction for hVB22B u2-wz4 sc(Fv)2 obtained in step 2 was diluted five 
times with purified water, and then loaded onto SOURCE 15S column (Amersham Biosciences) 

equilibrated with 20 mM sodium phosphate buffer (pH 7.0). The column was washed with the I 
20 same buffer. The NaCl concentration was increased linearly from 0 mM up to 36 mM in the 

same buffer. Then, the NaCl concentration was fixed at 36 mM to maximize the separation of 1 
the two peaks during elution. As shown in Fig. 1 5, after elution of the two peaks of h VB22B 

u2-wz4 sc(Fv)2, the NaCl concentration was raised again, the polypeptide more strongly ! 
adsorbed to the column was eluted, and the column was washed. Analysis using the BioAssist 
25 S column described in Section 2-2 revealed that, of these two peaks, the main peak to be eluted 
first is peak 2, and the one to be eluted next is peak 1 (Fig. 16). 

Both purified peak 1 and peak 2 for hVB22B u2-wz4 sc(Fv)2 were observed as single 
bands with a molecular weight of about 55 kDa in SDS-PAGE analyses using the 

above-described SDS gel under reducing and non-reducing conditions (Fig. 1 7). Furthermore, . 
30 peak 1 and peak 2 for hVB22B u2-wz4 sc(Fv)2 each gave a single peak with apparent molecular 

weight of about 50 kDa in gel filtration chromatography analysis using the TSK Super2000 

column described in Sections 1-3 (Fig, 18). 

Thus, the present inventors succeeded in developing a method for purifying only the 1 

desired monomers of structural isomer of hVB22B u2-wz4 sc(Fv)2 without using gel filtration 
35 chromatography that is inadequate for large scale purification. 
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[Example 5] Preparation of VH/VL contact surface modified sc(Fv)2 type, and analysis and 

identification of structural isomers thereof 

5-1. Preparation of VH/VL contact surface modified sc(Fv)2 type 

Gin at position 39 of VH (at position 39 in the amino acid sequence of SEQ ID NO: 289 
5 shown in WO 2005/56604) and Gin at position 38 of VL (at position 43 in the amino acid 
sequence of SEQ ID NO: 291 in WO 2005/56604), which are the amino acids that form the 
VH/VL contact surface in hVB22B u2-wz4 sc(Fv)2 (hereinafter abbreviated as u2-wz4) prepared 
in Example 2, were modified by the following procedure. u2-wz4 has the arrangement of: 
[VH1] linker [VL2] linker [VH3] linker [VL4], which are linked with the amino acid linker 
10 sequence (GlyGlyGlyGlySer)x3 (SEQ ID NO: 1 )), and transcribed and translated from the 
nucleotide sequence of SEQ ID NO: 4. First, modified h VB22B u2- wz4(v 1 ) sc(Fv)2 gene 
(hereinafter abbreviated as vl; the nucleotide sequence is shown in SEQ ID NO: 5; the amino 
acid sequence is shown in SEQ ID NO: 6) with the following modifications was prepared. 
Substitution with: 

15 Glu (genetic codon: GAG) for Gin (genetic codon: CAG) at position 39 in VH1 ; 

Glu (genetic codon: GAG) for Gin (genetic codon: CAG) at position 38 in VL2; ' 

Lys (genetic codon: AAG) for Gin (genetic codon: CAG) at position 39 in VH3, and Lys (genetic 

codon: AAG) for Gin (genetic codon: CAG) at position 38 in VL4. Furthermore, modified 

hVB22B u2-wz4(v3) sc(Fv)2 gene (hereinafter abbreviated as v3; the nucleotide sequence is 
20 shown in SEQ ID NO: 7; and the amino acid sequence is shown in SEQ ID NO: 8) with the 

i 

following modifications was prepared. 
Substitution with: 

Glu (genetic codon: GAG) for Gin (genetic codon: CAG) at position 39 in VH1 ; 
Lys (genetic codon: AAG) for Gin (genetic codon: CAG) at position 38 in VL2; 
25 Lys (genetic codon: AAG) for Gin (genetic codon: CAG) at position 39 in VH3, 

and Glu (genetic codon: GAG) for Gin (genetic codon: CAG) at position 38 in VL4. The 

modification of the gene was carried out by introducing point mutations using QuikChange ! 

Site-Directed Mutagenesis Kit (STRATAGENE) according to the manufacturer's protocol. 

After determination of the nucleotide sequence of each gene, the resulting DNA fragments were 
30 cloned into the expression vector pCXND3 to construct expression vectors. These vectors were 

introduced into CHO-DG44 cells, and thus cell lines stably expressing the DNA fragments were I 

prepared. Specifically, the expression vectors (20 jig) were combined with 0.75 ml of 

CHO-DG44 cells (I x 10 cells/ml) suspended in PBS. The resulting mixtures were cooled on 

ice for 10 minutes, and transferred into cuvettes. The mixtures were then pulsed at 1 .5 kV and 
35 25 uPD using Gene Pulser Xcell (BioRad) . After 1 0 minutes of recovery at room temperature, 

the cells treated by electroporation were added to CHO-S-SFMII medium (Invitrogen) 
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containing 500 ng/ml Geneticin (Invitrogen). Then, vl -producing CHO cell line and 
v3-producing CHO cell line were established through selection. 

The VH/VL contact surface-modified sc(Fv)2 type are not Flag-tagged. Thus, the 
antibodies were purified from culture supernatants using a fusion protein of GST with MG10 
5 (Gln213 to Ala231 in the amino acid sequence of human Mpl) which is an epitope recognized by 
VB22B sc(Fv)2. The MG10-GST fusion protein was purified using Glutathione Sepharose 4B 
(Amersham Biosciences) according to the manufacturer's protocol. Furthermore, an affinity 
column was prepared by immobilizing the purified MG10-GST fusion protein onto HiTrap 
NHS-activated HP (Amersham Biosciences) according to the manufacturer's protocol. A 

10 culture supernatant of vl-expressing CHO cell line or v3-expressing CHO cell line was loaded 
onto MG10-GST fusion protein-immobilized column to adsorb vl or v3. Elution was carried 
out using 100 mM Glycine-HCl (pH 3.5)/0.01% Tween80. The elution fractions were 
immediately neutralized with 1 M Tris-HCl (pH 7.4). The monomer molecules was purified by 
gel filtration chromatography using HiLoad 16/60 Superdex200pg (Amersham Biosciences). 

15 The buffer used in the gel filtration chromatography was 20 mM citrate buffer (pH 7.5)/300 mM 
NaCl/ 0.01% Tween 80. The result of gel filtration chromatography shown in Fig. 19 revealed 
that, modified forms vl and v3 in culture supernatants has a decreased proportion of aggregates 
that are dimer or higher multimers. However, the monomer ratios for vl (89%) and v3 (77%) 
were increased in comparison with that of u2-wz4 before modification (59%). The 

20 modification of Amino acids on the VH/VL contact surface in the modified forms of vl and v3 
are inferred to have inhibited unfavorable association due to the electrostatic repulsion and 
enhanced favorable association. As described above, the inventors succeeded in efficiently 
expressing monomer molecules by controlling the association. 

25 5-2. Analysis and identification of structural isomers of modified VH/VL contact surface sc(Fv)2 
type 

The obtained modified VH/VL contact surface form, vl and v3, and the original form 
u2-wz4 were analyzed for the abundance ratio of the structural isomers by cation exchange 
chromatography and isoelectrofocusing. Furthermore, structural identification was carried out 
30 using the protease-based limited proteolysis method. 

Cation exchange chromatography was performed as described below. 
Column: TSK-gel Bioassist S; 4.6 mm<|> x 50 mm (TOSOH) 
Flow rate: 0.8 ml/min 
Detection wavelength: 220nm 
35 Elution conditions: 

Eluent A : 20 mmol/1 Phosphate buffer (pH 7.0) 
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Eluent B : 20 mmol/1 Phosphate buffer / 500 mmol/1 NaCl (pH 7.0) 



Gradient: 

Time (min) B% 

0 0 

5 5 0 

25 30 

25.1 100 

35 100 

35.1 0 



10 Isoelectric focusing was carried out as described below. PhastGel Dry IEF gel 

(Amersham Biosciences) was swollen in the gel swelling buffer described below for 30 minutes 
or longer. Samples were added to the pre-swollen gel, and electrophoresed using PhastSystem 
under the following electrophoresis conditions. After electrophoresis, the gel was soaked in 
20% TCA solution for 30 minutes, and then washed three times or more with milliQ water, for 5 

15 minutes each. The gel was stained by Coomassie or silver staining depending on the protein 
concentrations of the samples. Coomassie staining was carried out using 0.02% CBB 
containing 0.1% CuS0 4 (w/v) as the staining solution, and de-staining was carried out using 30% 
methanol containing 10% acetic acid. Silver staining was carried out using Silver Stain kit, 
Protein (Amersham Biosciences) according to the standard protocol appended to the kit. 

20 <Gel swelling solution> 



Pharmalyte 8.5-10 80 ul 

Biolyte7-9 10 |i! 

Biolyte3-9 lOul 



20% Glycerol 2.0 ml 
25 Electrophoresis program> 

SAMPLE APPLICATION DOWN AT step2 0 Vh 

SAMPLE APPLICATION UP AT step3 0 Vh 

Stepl 2000 V 2.5 mA 3.5 W 15°C 75 Vh 

Step 2 200 V 2.5 mA 3.5 W 15°C 15 Vh 

30 Step 3 2000 V 2.5 mA 3.5 W 15°C 410 Vh 

The structural identification using protease-based limited proteolysis method was 
performed under the condition indicated below. Each of purified u2-wz4 peak 1 and peak 2, 
and modified forms vl and v3 was reacted with subtilisin A under the following conditions: 
20 mM sodium citrate, 150 mM NaCl, pH 7.5 
35 hVB22B u2-wz4 sc(Fv)2 peak 1 or peak 2:0.15 mg/ml 

Subtilisin A: 10 u,g/ml 
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37°C, 30 min 

The resulting reaction solution was analyzed by gel filtration chromatography under the 
following conditions: 

Column: TSKgel Super2000sw (TOSOH) 
5 Eluent: 50 mM sodium phosphate, 300 mM KC1, pH 7.0 

Flow rate: 0.2 ml/min 
Detection: 220 nm 

The results of analyses of structural isomers using cation exchange chromatography and 
isoelectric focusing, which are shown in Figs. 20 and 21, revealed that 100% of the modified 

10 form vl was expressed as a structural isomer of the single chain diabody type and 100% of the 
modified form v3 was expressed as a structural isomer of the bivalent scFv type whereas u2-wz4 
expressed a mixture of the two structural isomers which contain bivalent scFv type (24%) and 
single chain diabody (76%). As shown in Fig. 22, the result of protease-based limited 
proteolysis also revealed that alike purified u2-wz4 peak J, the modified form v3 gave a low 

15 molecular weight antibody peak whereas modified form vl gave no low molecular weight 

antibody peak as in the purified u2-wz4 peak 2. This shows that modified form vl is expressed 
as a structural isomer of the single chain diabody type while modified form v3 is expressed as a 
structural isomer of the bivalent scFv type. 

20 [Example 6] Activity assay and stability assay of the VH/VL contact surface-modified sc(Fv)2 
6-1. Biological activity assay of sc(Fv)2 with modified VH/VL contact surface 

Forms vl and v3 with modified VH/VL contact surface were assayed for their agonistic 
activity by the method shown in Example 1. The agonistic activity was markedly different 
between the structural isomers. As shown in Fig. 1 1, peak 2 with the single chain diabody 

25 structure exhibited very high agonistic activity while the activity of peak 1 with the bivalent scFv 
structure was extremely low. As shown in Fig. 23, the activity of modified form vl was 
comparable to that of peak 2 and the activity of modified form v3 was comparable to that of peak 
1 . This finding in terms of the biological activity also demonstrates that the modified form vl 
has a single chain diabody structure, and the modified form v3 has a bivalent scFv structure. 

30 

6-2. Stability assay of sc(Fv)2 with modified VH/VL contact surface 

To evaluate the stability of purified u2-wz4 peak 1 and peak 2, and the modified forms 
vl and v3, denaturation temperature (Tm) was measured by differential scanning calorimetry 
under the following conditions: 
35 DSC: N-DSCII (Applied Thermodynamics) 

Solution: 20 mM sodium citrate, 300 mM NaCl, pH 7.0 
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Protein concentration: 0.1 mg/ml 
Scanning speed: l°C/min 
Results of each DSC measurement are shown in Fig. 24. Tm values of the purified 
u2-wz4 peak 2 and the modified form vl are comparable to that of the original form, suggesting 
5 that their stabilities are comparable to each other. The stability of the modified form v3 was 
slightly lower than that of purified u2-wz4 peak 1 . It has been reported that regulating the 
contact surface by methods using knobs- into-hole technology markedly lowers the Tm value, 
thereby reducing the stability (Acta Pharmacologica Sinica, 2005, 26, 649-658). For example, 
Tm value of the original CH3 domain is 80.4°C when using this method, while Tm of the 
10 modified CH3 domain is 69.4°C in heterologous association of CH3 domain of IgG In contrast, 
the present invention allowed regulation of the association without reducing the stability. 

Next, the stability of purified u2-wz4 peak 1 and peak 2, and the modified form vl and 
v3 with modified VH/VL contact surface, were evaluated by heat acceleration test under the 
following conditions. 
15 <Conditions of heat acceleration> 

Solution: 20 mM sodium citrate, pH 6.0 
Protein concentration: 0.25 mg/ml 
Acceleration condition: 40°C -6 days, 12 days 

Samples treated by heat acceleration were analyzed by gel filtration chromatography 
20 and cation exchange chromatography under the conditions described below. 

As shown in Fig. 25, the result of gel filtration chromatography analysis confirmed that 
the percentages of residual monomer were comparable between purified u2-wz4 peak 2 and the 
modified form vl, and thus the stability in association was comparable between the two. 
Furthermore, the percentage of residual monomer was almost the same between the purified 
25 u2-wz4 peak 1 and the modified form v3, confirming that the association stability is comparable 
between the two structural isomers. 

As shown in Fig. 26, the result of cation exchange chromatography analysis showed that 
neither form vl nor form v3 with modified VH/VL contact surface has undergone isomerization 
even after heating acceleration. In contrast, purified peak 1 of the original form isomerized to 
30 peak 2 and purified peak 2 of the original form isomerized to peak 1 through isomerization 
reaction. It was found that in addition to allowing expression of only one of the two types of 
structural isomers at 100%, each obtained structural isomer can be stably preserved without 
isomerization, by applying the modification of the VH/VL contact surface. 

In this example, it was found that only one of the two types of structural isomers can be 
35 expressed at the rate of 100% through such modification of VH/VL contact surface applied for 
vl and v3. As for controlling the VH/VL contact surface to obtain single chain antibodies 



48 



having the desired structure, method for controlling the structure of bispecific diabodies using 
knobs- into-hole technology (Protein Sci. 1997 Apr. 6(4):781-8, Remodeling domain interfaces to 
enhance heterodimer formation., Zhu Z, Presta LQ Zapata Q Carter P.) is known. This method 
reports that the rate of formation of the target heterodimer structure increased from 72% to up to 
5 92% through modification of a total of four amino acids per VH/VL contact surface. 

Meanwhile, the present invention succeeded in obtaining desired structures at the rate of 100% 
without reducing thermal stability and stability of the structural isomers by modifying four 
amino acids (two amino acids per VH/VL contact surface). 

10 [Example 7] Separation of structural isomers of humanized anti-human IL-6 receptor antibody 
sc(Fv)2 and identification of their structures 

7-1. Preparation of humanized anti-human IL-6 receptor antibody sc(Fv)2 

An sc(Fv)2 gene (the amino acid sequence, SEQ ID NO: 18; the nucleotide sequence, 

SEQ ID NO: 19) having the arrangement of VH-linker sequence- VL-linker sequence-VH-linker 
15 sequence- VL was linked using a gene encoding the linker sequence (GlyGlyGlyGlySer)x3 (SEQ 

ID NO: 1) was prepared using the VH and VL of humanized anti-human IL-6 receptor antibody 

reported by Sato K. et ai (Cancer Research (1993) 53:851-856). The obtained gene was 

inserted into the expression vector pMCDN to express the gene in animal cells. The vector 

construction procedure for the vector pMCDN is described below. The enhancer and promoter 
20 of mouse cytomegalovirus (mCMV), and the late polyadenylation site of simian virus 40 (SV40) 

were inserted into vector pUC 1 9 and was named pMC. Next, DHFR-AE-rVH-PM 1 -f (see WO 

92/ 19759) was digested at EcoRl and Smal restriction sites to separate the antibody H chain 

gene from the vector. After recovery of the vector alone, an EcoRl-Notl-BamHl adaptor 

(Takara Shuzo Co. Ltd.) was cloned into the vector. This vector was named pCHOI. The 
25 DHFR gene expressing region of pCHOI and the expression region of the Neomycin resistance 

~ " > 

Comment [MH3J: 

JEWttfo t fcS »**e*.V L* Lfc#, 

at room temperature, the cells treated by electroporation were suspended in 40 ml of 



gene) |of pCXN (Ni wa et a/., Gene ( 1 99 1 ) 1 08 : 1 93-200) were inserted into the pMC vector. 
This vector was named pMCDN. The constructed expression vector for the humanized 
anti-human IL-6 receptor antibody sc(Fv)2 was linearized using restriction enzymes, and then 
introduced into CHO-DG44 cells by gene transfer. Thus, an antibody-expressing cell line was 
30 established. 

The cell line stably expressing the antibody was prepared by the procedure described 
below. Gene transfer to cells was achieved by electroporation using GenePulserXcell 
(Bio-Rad). Each antibody expression vector was mixed with 0.75 ml of CHO cells suspended 
in PBS (l x 10 7 cells/ml). After being cooled on ice for 10 minutes, the mixtures were 
35 transferred into cuvettes and then pulsed at l .5 kV and 25 jaFD. After 10 minutes of recovery 
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CHO-S-SFMII medium (Invitrogen) supplemented with lx HT supplement (Invitrogen). The 
ceil suspensions were diluted 10 to 50 times with the same medium, and the resulting dilutes 
were aliquoted at 100 ul/well into wells of 96-well culture plates. The cells were incubated in a 
CO2 incubator (5% C0 2 ) for 24 hours, and then Geneticin (Invitrogen) was added at a 
5 concentration of 0.5 mg/ml. The cells were then cultured for 2 weeks. Colonies of drug 
resistant transformant cells were successively scaled-up, and the high-producing cell lines 
established were cultured on a large scale to obtain culture supernatants. 

Utilizing the fact that the L chain of humanized anti-human IL-6 receptor antibody 
binds to Protein L, culture supernatants of CHO cells expressing the humanized anti-human IL-6 

10 receptor antibody sc(Fv)2 were loaded onto a column filled with Protein L (Actigen) to adsorb 
the humanized anti-human IL-6 receptor antibody sc(Fv)2. The antibody was eluted with 100 
mM Glycine-HCl (pH 2.7). The eluted fractions were immediately neutralized with 1 M 
Tris-HCl (pH 8.5), and loaded onto a HiLoad 26/60 Superdex 200 pg (Amersham Biosciences) 
column for gel filtration chromatography. Dulbecco PBS was used in the gel filtration 

15 chromatography. 

7-2. Separation and purification of the structural isomers of humanized anti-human IL-6 receptor 
antibody sc(Fv)2 

The humanized anti-human IL-6 receptor antibody sc(Fv)2 is an sc(Fv)2 comprising the 

20 sequence of VHj -linker- VL 2 -linker-VH 3 -linker-VL 4 . Therefore, as is the case of VB22B in 
Example 1 and hVB22B in Example 2, depending on the combinations of Fv (a molecule in 
which VH and VL are non covalently linked), there would be two types of structural isomers of 
sc(Fv)2: the bivalent scFv type in which each set of VHj and VL 2 , and VH 3 and VL 4 form a Fv; 
and the single chain diabody type in which each set of VH] and VL4, and VH 2 and VL3 (Fig. 1) 

25 form a Fv. The inventors investigated the separation of the structural isomers of humanized 
anti-human IL-6 receptor antibody sc(Fv)2, and as a result succeeded in separating the structural 
isomers of humanized anti -human IL-6 receptor antibody sc(Fv)2 by cation exchange 
chromatography using BioAssist S (TOSOH) under the following elution conditions. 
<Elution conditions> 

30 Mobile phase: 20 mM Tris-HCl, pH 8.5, 75 mM NaCl 
Flow rate: 0.8 ml/min 
Gradient: isocratic (without gradient) 

Under the conditions described above, the humanized anti-human IL-6 receptor 
antibody sc(Fv)2 was separated into two peaks. The chromatogram shown in Fig. 27 was 

35 obtained. The peaks with short and long retention time were named peak 1 and peak 2, 

respectively. Peak 1 and peak 2 can be purified by the method described above. The result of 
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cation exchange chromatography analysis of purified peak 1 and peak 2 is shown in Fig. 28, 

7-3. Identification of structural isomers of humanized anti-human IL-6 receptor antibody sc(Fv)2 
Since the fractionated Peak 1 and peak 2 of the humanized anti-human IL-6 receptor 
5 antibody sc(Fv)2, were considered to be structural isomers, the same protease-based limited 
proteolysis method as used in Examples, 1, 2, and 3 was used as an analytical method for 
identifying the two types of structural isomers. Peak 1 and peak 2 of the humanized anti-human 
IL-6 receptor antibody sc(Fv)2 were reacted with Subtilisin under the following conditions: 
PBS (pH 7.4) 

10 humanized anti-human IL-6 receptor antibody sc(Fv)2 peak 1 or peak 2: 0.05 mg/ml 
Subtilisin A: 0.5 |ig/ml 
37°C, 60 min 

Following the incubation described above, reducing SDS-PAGE was carried out using 
12.5% Phastgel Homogeneous. According to the result, peak 1 and peak 2 both showed the 
15 same band pattern, as shown in Fig. 29. Peak 1 and peak 2 after partial linker cleavage under 
the reaction condition described above were analyzed by gel filtration chromatography using 
TSK Super2000 (TOSOH) under the following conditions: 
Mobile phase: 50 mM sodium phosphate, 300 mM KC1, pH 7.0 
Flow rate: 0.2 ml/min 

20 As shown in Fig. 30, the result showed that peak 1 gave no low molecular weight 

antibody peak, while peak 2 did (a low molecular weight antibody peak of about one half of the 
original molecular weight). According to the result described above, peak 1 and peak 2 were 
thus identified as the single chain diabody and bivalent scFv types, respectively. Fig. 27 
indicates that the content of peak 2 is greater than that of peak I in the humanized anti-human 

25 IL-6 receptor antibody sc(Fv)2, and therefore the bivalent scFv type is the major component and 
the single chain diabody type is the minor component in the humanized anti-human IL-6 receptor 
antibody sc(Fv)2. In VB22B sc(Fv)2 of Example 1 and hVB22B u2-wz4 sc(Fv)2 of Example 2, 
the single chain diabody type was the major component. Separating structural isomers and 
identifying their structures would be important when sc(Fv)2s are developed as pharmaceuticals, 

30 because the content ratio of a structural isomer greatly varies depending on the differences in the 
sequences of variable regions in sc(Fv)2. 

[Example 8] Activity assay of the structural isomers of humanized anti-human IL-6 receptor 
antibody sc(Fv)2 

35 8-1. Establishment of BaF3 cell line coexpressing human gpl30-expressing BaF3 cell line and 
human gp!30/human IL-6 receptor 
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As described below, a human gpl30-expressing BaF3 cell line was established to obtain 
a cell line that proliferates in an IL-6 dependent manner. 

A full-length human gpl30 cDNA (Hibi et al. 9 Cell (1990) 63: 1 149-1 157 (GenBank 
Accession No. NM 002184)) was amplified by PCR, and cloned into the expression vector 
5 pCOS2Zeo to construct pCOS2Zeo/gpl 30. The expression vector pCOS2Zeo was constructed 
by removing the DHFR gene expressing region from pCHOI (Hirata et al. 9 FEBS Letter (1994) 
356:244-248) and the expression region of Zeocin resistance gene was inserted. 

Ten ^ig of pCOS2Zeo/gpl30 was mixed with BaF3 cells (0.8 x 10 7 cells) suspended in 
PBS, and the mixture was pulsed at 0.33 kV and 950 ^iFD using Gene Pulser (Bio-Rad). BaF3 
10 cells treated by electroporation for gene transfer were cultured in RPMI 1 640 medium 

(Invitrogen) including0.2 ng/ml mouse interleukin-3 (Peprotech) and 10% Fetal Bovine Serum 
(hereinafter abbreviated as FBS; HyClone) for a day and night. RPMI 1640 medium containing 
100 ng/ml human interleukin 6 (R&D), 100 ng/ml soluble human interleukin 6 receptor (R&D 
systems), and 10% FBS was added for selection. Thus, a human gpl30-expressing BaF3 cell 
15 line (hereinafter abbreviated as BaF3/gpl30) was established. 

8-2. Human IL-6-neutralization activity assay of the structural isomers of humanized anti-human 
IL-6 receptor antibody sc(Fv)2 

IL-6-neutralization activity was assayed as described below using BaF3/gpl30 that 

20 proliferates in an IL-6 dependent manner. Purified structural isomers of humanized anti-human 
IL-6 receptor antibody sc(Fv)2 were diluted to 10 |ag/ml using RPMI 1640 containing 10% FBS. 
A 3-fold dilution series (3, 6, 9, 12, 15 and 18 times), were prepared using each of these solutions, 
and a 50-jal aliquot was added to each well of 96-well plates (FALCON). Next, BaF3/gpl 30 
were washed three times with RPMI 1640 medium containing 10% FBS (HyClone), and then 

25 suspended at 5 x 10 4 cells/ml in RPMI 1640 medium including 60 ng/ml human interleukin-6 

(R&D systems), 60 ng/ml soluble human IL-6 receptor (a preparation of the inventors' company), 
and 10% FBS. A 50-^1 aliquot of these was added to the antibody sample in each well. The 
soluble human IL-6 receptor was prepared by the procedure described below. A gene encoding 
the amino acids from position 1 to 344 of soluble human IL-6 receptor (Yamasaki et aL> Science 

30 (1988) 241 : 825-828 (GenBank No.X 12830)) was introduced into CHO cells, and then the 
receptor was purified from the culture supernatants for preparation. 

After 72 hours of culturing at 37°C and with 5% C0 2 , 20 ^1 of WST-8 reagent (Cell 
Counting Kit-8; DOJINDO LABORATORIES) diluted two folds with PBS was added to each 
well. Immediately after that, absorbance at 450 nm (reference wavelength: 620 nm) was 

35 measured using SUNRISE CLASSIC (TECAN). After two hours of culture, absorbance at 450 
nm (reference wavelength: 620 nm) was measured again and the IL-6 neutralization activity was 
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evaluated using the absorbance change during the two hours as an index. 

As shown in Fig. 31, the neutralization activities of the structural isomers (peak 1 and 
peak 2) of humanized anti-human IL-6 receptor antibody sc(Fv)2 were comparable to those of 
the purified samples (bulk) before fractionation. The activity was found to be markedly 
5 different between the two types of structural isomers of VB22B sc(Fv)2 in Example 1 and the 
same of hVB22B sc(Fv)2 in Example 2. There was no difference in the neutralization activity 
between the two types of isomers of the humanized anti-human IL-6 receptor antibody sc(Fv)2 
of this present Example. Thus, the activity difference between the two types of structural 
isomers of sc(Fv)2 would vary depending on the type of target antigen and the amino acid 

10 sequence of the sc(Fv)2 molecule. For this reason, to develop sc(Fv)2 molecules as 

pharmaceuticals, separation of the structural isomers, structural identification, and regulation of 
the structural isomers are considered important. As described in Example 6, each structural 
isomer can undergo isomerization during storage. Therefore, separation and identification of 
the structural isomers, and regulation of the structural isomers are also important from the view 

15 point of quality standardization of sc(Fv)2 preparations. 

[Example 9] Method for obtaining single chain diabody of VB22B sc(Fv)2 with a high yield 
Each of the single chain diabody (peak 2) and bivalent scFv (peak 1) purified from 
VB22B sc(Fv)2 was incubated at 40°C with the conditions of 20 mM sodium acetate/ 1 50 mM 

20 NaCl (pH 6.0). The ratio of peak 1 and peak 2 was determined by the anion exchange 

chromatography method described in Example 1 . The result showed that the peak area of peak 
1 decreased, and in turn the peak area of peak 2 increased, as shown in Fig. 32. The agonistic 
activity of the sample prepared by incubating peak 1 for 6 days under the same condition was 
assayed by the method described in Example 1 . As shown in Fig. 33, the agonistic activity 

25 drastically increased as compared to the sample before incubation. As described in Example 1, 
the activity of peak 1 was significantly lower than that of the single chain diabody peak 2. Thus, 
the bivalent scFv peak 1 was found to undergo structure conversion (the structural isomer 
isomerizes) to become peak 2 of the single chain diabody with higher activity through incubation 
in 20 mM sodium acetate/1 50mM NaCl (pH 6.0) at 40°C. Thus, the finding described above 

30 showed that the content ratio of peak 2 can be increased by exposing a mixture of the bivalent 
scFv and single chain diabody at appropriate conditions which allows the conversion of the 
bivalent scFv of peakl into the single chain diabody of peak2. By using the method of 
isomerizing peak 1 to peak 2, the single chain diabody of peak 2 can be prepared with a high 
yield by isomerizing peak 1 to peak 2 in a mixture in which peak 1 and peak 2 had been 

35 produced by the cells. 
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[Example 10] Method for obtaining single chain diabody type of hVB22B sc(Fv)2 with a high 
yield 

The bivalent scFv (peak 1) purified from hVB22B u2-wz4 sc(Fv)2 in Example 4 was 
incubated at 25°C for 10 days under 30 types of conditions in total: 20 mM sodium citrate, and 0, 
5 1 50, or 300 mM NaCl at pH 3.0, 3.5, 4.0, 4.5, 5.0, 5.5, 6.0, 6.5, 7.0, or 7.5. The ratio of peak 1 
and peak 2 was determined by the cation exchange chromatography method shown in Example 1 . 
The result showed that the abundance ratio of peak 2 increased in comparison with that before 
incubation, as shown in Fig. 34. This finding showed that, in hVB22B u2-wz4 sc(Fv)2, the 
bivalent scFv of peak 1 was also structurally converted into the single chain diabody peak 2. 
10 The isomerization rate was found to become greater as pH and salt concentration decrease. By 
using the method of isomerizing peak 1 to peak 2, a high yield of single chain diabody of peak 2 
can be obtained by isomerizing peak 1 to peak 2 in a mixture in which peak 1 to peak 2 had been 
produced by the cells. 

15 Industrial applicability 

The present invention provides methods for separating and obtaining the two types of 
structural isomers in sc(Fv)2 compositions, methods for identifying the structures of the 
separated two types of structural isomers, and methods for quantitatively analyzing the two types 
of structural isomers. The present invention also provides methods for increasing the 

20 percentage of a specific structural isomer in sc(Fv)2 compositions by adjusting linker lengths. 
The present invention further provides methods for controlling the formation of the structural 
isomers by modifying the amino acids in the variable regions. Use of these methods described 
above allows the production of pharmaceutical compositions comprising specific structural 
isomers of sc(Fv)2 as active ingredients and to provide pharmaceutical compositions with 

25 activity higher than previous compositions. Furthermore, the present invention enables the 
provision of sc(Fv)2s as pharmaceutical compositions, in which the structural isomer content 
ratio of the sc(Fv)2s has been controlled by standardization tests, which are essential in 
developing pharmaceuticals.. 
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CLAIMS 

1 . A method for producing a pharmaceutical sc(Fv)2 composition comprising the steps of: 
(a) separating structural isomers in the sc(Fv)2 composition, and 

5 (b) obtaining a specific structural isomer from the separated structural isomers. 

2. A method for producing a pharmaceutical sc(Fv)2 composition comprising the steps of: 
(a) pre-identifying a structural isomer with higher activity by comparing the activities of 
structural isomers of sc(Fv)2; 

10 (b) separating structural isomers in the sc(Fv)2 composition; and 

(c) obtaining the structural isomer with higher activity identified in step (a). 

3 . A method for producing a pharmaceutical sc(Fv)2 composition comprising the steps of: 

(a) determining a linker length so that the structural isomer ratio in an sc(Fv)2 composition 
15 would be of a preferred value; 

(b) preparing a sc(Fv)2 composition that has the linker length determined in step (a); 

(c) separating structural isomers in the prepared sc(Fv)2 composition; and 

(d) obtaining a specific structural isomer from the separated structural isomers. 

20 4. A method for producing a pharmaceutical sc(Fv)2 composition comprising the steps of: 

(a) preparing multiple sc(Fv)2 compositions with linkers of varying lengths; 

(b) selecting an sc(Fv)2 with linker(s) that give a preferred of structural isomer ratio in an 
sc(Fv)2 composition; 

(c) preparing an sc(Fv)2 composition in which the linker lengths are the same as those of sc(Fv)2 
25 selected in step (b); 

(d) separating the structural isomers in the prepared sc(Fv)2 composition; and 

(e) obtaining a specific structural isomer from the separated structural isomers. 

5. The method of any one of claims 1 to 4, wherein the structural isomer is of single chain 
30 diabody type or bivalent scFv type. 

6, The method of any one of claims 1 to 5, wherein the structural isomer has an agonistic 
activity. 
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7. The method of any one of claims 1 to 6, wherein a linker of sc(Fv)2 is 1 5 amino acids in 
length. 
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8. A pharmaceutical composition prepared by the production method of any one of claims I to 
7. 

5 9. A pharmaceutical composition, wherein the proportion of a specific structural isomer in an 
sc(Fv)2 composition is 80% or greater. 

10. The pharmaceutical composition of claim 9, wherein the structural isomer is of single chain 
diabody type or bivalent scFv type. 

10 

1 1 . The pharmaceutical composition of claim 9 or 1 0, wherein the structural isomer binds to a 
receptor. 

12. The pharmaceutical composition of any one of claims 9 to 1 1, wherein the structural isomer 
15 has an agonistic activity. 

13. The pharmaceutical composition of claims 9 to 12, wherein a linker of sc(Fv)2 is 15 amino 
acids in length. 

20 1 4. A method for controlling the activity of an sc(Fv)2 composition comprising the step of 
altering the structural isomer proportion in the sc(Fv)2 composition. 

1 5. A method for increasing the activity of an sc(Fv)2 composition comprising the step of 
increasing the proportion of a specific structural isomer in the sc(Fv)2 composition. 

25 

1 6. A method for increasing the activity of an sc(Fv)2 composition comprising the steps of: 

(a) separating structural isomers in an sc(Fv)2 composition; 

(b) obtaining a specific structural isomer from the separated structural isomers. 

30 1 7. A method for increasing the activity of an sc(Fv)2 composition comprising the steps of: 

(a) pre-identifying a structural isomer with higher activity by comparing the activities of 
structural isomers of sc(Fv)2; 

(b) separating structural isomers in the sc(Fv)2 composition; and 

(c) obtaining the structural isomer with higher activity that was identified in step (a). 

35 

1 8. A method for increasing the activity of an sc(Fv)2 composition comprising the steps of: 
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(a) applying an sc(Fv)2 composition onto an ion exchange column; and 

(b) removing a specific structural isomer. 

19. The method of any one of claims 14 to 18, wherein the structural isomer is of single chain 
5 diabody type or bivalent scFv type. 

20. A method for increasing the content ratio of a specific structural isomer in an sc(Fv)2 
composition, which comprises the step of heating the sc(Fv)2 composition. 

10 21 . The method of claim 20, wherein the structural isomer is of single chain diabody type or 
bivalent scFv type. 

22. A method for increasing the content ratio of the single chain diabody type in an sc(Fv)2 
composition, comprising the step of incubating the sc(Fv)2 composition at 15°C to 50°C. 

15 

23. A method for increasing the content ratio of a specific structural isomer in an sc(Fv)2 
composition, which comprises the step of substituting, with a charged amino acid residue, an 
amino acid residue at the contact surface of heavy chain and light chain variable regions in the 
sc(Fv)2. 

20 

24. A method for increasing the content ratio of a specific structural isomer in an sc(Fv)2 
composition, which comprises the step of substituting the following amino acid residues with an 
amino acid residue having the same type of charge: 

(1) the amino acid residue at position 39 in the heavy chain variable region of sc(Fv)2; and 
25 (2) the amino acid residue at position 38 in the amino acid sequence of the light chain variable 
region of sc(Fv)2. 

25. A method for increasing the content ratio of a specific structural isomer in an sc(Fv)2 
composition, which comprises the step of substituting the following amino acid residues with an 

30 amino acid residue having the same type of charge: 

(1) the amino acid residue at position 45 in the amino acid sequence of the heavy chain variable 
region of sc(Fv)2; and 

(2) the amino acid residue at position 44 in the amino acid sequence of the light chain variable 
region of sc(Fv)2. 

35 

26. A method for increasing the content ratio of a specific structural isomer in an sc(Fv)2 
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composition, which comprises the step of substituting either one of the following amino acid 
residues with a charged amino acid residue: 

(1) the amino acid residue at position 45 in the amino acid sequence of the heavy chain variable 
region of sc(Fv)2; and 

5 (2) the amino acid residue at position 44 in the amino acid sequence of the light chain variable 
region of sc(Fv)2. 

27. A method for increasing the activity of an sc(Fv)2 composition, which comprises the step 
of substituting, with a charged amino acid residue, an amino acid residue at the contact surface of 

10 heavy chain and light chain variable regions of sc(Fv)2. 

28. A method for increasing the activity of an sc(Fv)2 composition, comprising the step of 
substituting the following amino acid residues with an amino acid residue having the same type 
of charge: 

15 (1) the amino acid residue at position 39 in the heavy chain variable region of sc(Fv)2; and 

(2) the amino acid residue at position 38 in the amino acid sequence of the light chain variable 
region of sc(Fv)2. 

29. A method for increasing the activity of an sc(Fv)2 composition, comprising the step of 
20 substituting the following amino acid residues with an amino acid residue having the same type 

of charge: 

(1) the amino acid residue at position 45 in the amino acid sequence of the heavy chain variable 
region of sc(Fv)2; and 

(2) the amino acid residue at position 44 in the amino acid sequence of the light chain variable 
25 region of sc(Fv)2. 

30. A method for increasing the activity of an sc(Fv)2 composition comprising the step of 
substituting either one of the following amino acid residues with a charged amino acid residue: 

(1) the amino acid residue at position 45 in the amino acid sequence of the heavy chain variable 
30 region of sc(Fv)2; and 

(2) the amino acid residue at position 44 in the amino acid sequence of the light chain variable 
region of sc(Fv)2. 

31. A method for suppressing the isomerization of a structural isomer in an sc(Fv)2 

35 composition, which comprises the step of substituting, with a charged amino acid residue, an 
amino acid residue at the contact surface of heavy chain and light chain variable regions of 
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sc(Fv)2. 

32. A method for suppressing the isomerization of a structural isomer in an sc(Fv)2 
composition, comprising the step of substituting the following amino acid residues with an 
5 amino acid residue having the same type of charge: 

(1) the amino acid residue at position 39 in the heavy chain variable region of sc(Fv)2; and 

(2) the amino acid residue at position 38 in the amino acid sequence of the light chain variable 
region of sc(Fv)2. 

10 33. A method for suppressing the isomerization of a structural isomer in an sc(Fv)2 

composition, comprising the step of substituting the following amino residues with an amino 
acid residue having the same type of charge: 

(1) the amino acid residue at position 45 in the amino acid sequence of the heavy chain variable 
region of sc(Fv)2; and 

15 (2) the amino acid residue at position 44 in the amino acid sequence of the light chain variable 
region of sc(Fv)2. 

34. A method for suppressing the isomerization of a structural isomer in an sc(Fv)2 
composition, comprising the step of substituting either one of the following amino acid residues 

20 with a charged amino acid residue: 

(1) the amino acid residue at position 45 in the amino acid sequence of the heavy chain variable 
region of sc(Fv)2; and 

(2) the amino acid residue at position 44 in the amino acid sequence of the light chain variable 
region of sc(Fv)2. 

25 

35. A method for controlling the proportion of a structural isomer in an sc(Fv)2 composition 
comprising the step of adjusting the length of a linker in sc(Fv)2. 

36. The method of claim 35, wherein the structural isomer is of a single chain diabody type or 
30 bivalent scFv type. 

37. A method for increasing the proportion of the single chain diabody type in an sc(Fv)2 
composition, which comprises the step of adjusting the lengths of both end linkers of sc(Fv)2 to 
0 to 12 amino acids and the length of the middle linker to 10 to 30 amino acids. 

35 

38. A method for increasing the proportion of the bivalent scFv type in an sc(Fv)2 composition, 
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which comprises the step of adjusting the lengths of both end linkers of sc(Fv)2 to 12 to 30 
amino acids and the length of the middle linker to 0 to 10 amino acids. 

39. A method for producing an sc(Fv)2 composition in which the content ratio of a single chain 
5 diabody type is 80% or greater, which comprises the step of adjusting the lengths of both end 

linkers of sc(Fv)2 to 0 to 12 amino acids and the length of the middle linker to 0 to 10 amino 
acids. 

40. A method for producing an sc(Fv)2 composition in which the content ratio of bivalent scFv 
10 type is 80% or greater, which comprises the step of adjusting the lengths of both end linkers of 

sc(Fv)2 to 12 to 30 amino acids and the length of the middle linker to 0 to 1 0 amino acids. 

41 . A method for analyzing a structural isomer in an sc(Fv)2 composition, comprising the step 
of cleaving a linker or a region adjacent to the linker in sc(Fv)2. 

15 

42. The method of claim 41, wherein the linker or the region nearby the linker is cleaved by a 
treatment with an enzyme. 

43. The method of claim 41 or 42, wherein the structural isomer is of a single chain diabody 
20 type or bivalent scFv type. 

44. A method for analyzing a structural isomer in an sc(Fv)2 composition comprising the steps 
of: 

(a) treating the sc(Fv)2 composition with an enzyme; and 
25 (b) determining the molecular weight or structure of the product after treatment. 
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ABSTRACT 

Structural isomers in sc(Fv)2 compositions of anti-human Mpl antibody and humanized 
anti-human Mpl antibody were separated, and the obtained structural isomers were cleaved at 
5 their linkers to confirm that the structural isomers are of single chain diabody type and bivalent 
scFv type. In addition, the agonistic activities of these structural isomers were revealed to be 
significantly different. Furthermore, the present inventors discovered that the content ratio of 
the structural isomers in sc(Fv)2 compositions could be regulated by altering temperature, 
modifying lengths of the linkers of sc(Fv)2, or amino acids in their variable regions. 

10 
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(1031*i£^4ft#single chain diabodyHXttbivalent scFv§{-Cfc5 (93 KfEic© 

(1 l3«i§M^^g:^^^^r^^mi:i-5 (93 *.1t\Z (103 KiB«©E 
Cl2]«litMtt^^T=r^h?gttSrW1-S^i:^#mi1-^ (93 ~ (1 13 <D\ * -ftifr 

(i33sc(Fv)2oyy^-^i5T^y^-cfc^ (93 - [i2)o^i*ftMmm<DmmUf& 

(143sc(Fv)2ijfl^^1'(0«^Mti^#J^^^$-ti:5XS^tf,sc(Fv)2m^ 

^©^^fasfi-rs^&o 

( 1 53 sc(Fv)2m^^ ^ 0#^©«^Mtt^©WiJ'a-^li*P$^X@^^ , sc(Fv) 

(163^TOXa^tfsc(Fv)2m^«tt^P$^^&. 
(a) sc(Fv)2*&$$ * (DM itHttfr 1M 

(a)sc(Fv)2©«^tt^«tt^ittftLTii5«tt©#jtMtt^^e>*^&^^ 
-f5Xg 
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( c ) xa (a) K£v&m$ftitmmmmm&mfti-z>JM 

(a) sc(Fv)2ija^Sr^y^^7 A(-^^t^XS 

(b) ftmmmmftmiktzxn 

(19]1f jg^ttWsingle chain diabodyMXf*bivalent scFvM-?&5[14)~(18] 

[20] sc(Fv)2m*&£M-f SXg^tf > sc(Fv)2M^^O#^Ofl|it^tt{*: 

C21]#fjtMti^^single chain diabody^Xttbivalent scFvS-C&S [20] KfB^tf) 

[22]sc(Fv)2i^^^l5t:~50^^^r^-<-h-r§Xa^^^sc(Fv)2«^ 
tp ^single chain <liabodyM<D^;pr^&^n&-£5#fe> 

[24] ^To(Dfeit5(2) ra^r$/^s?r, mn<DnMmi'z>T$>/&ft 

gKg&-TSX&££t?, sc(Fv)2ijfl^^^O#^(D*itm^O^*W)^^ii 

(1) sc(Fv)2omm^%mmz$*.fiz>T^;m&m-?h<>x, mm^m^ozm 

(2) sc (fv)2(d^ -*s&mmz-$itin%T^;wti%mx'hix, mm^&mt&v>T^; 

[25]^To(i)fe e tu?(2) Kiei^rs/g^g^ mn<DmimtzT*;m® 
mm&-rz>xMz$t* , sc (Fv)2m^ ^o#^o«^^^^r#j^ii 

(Dsc(Fv)2om^pr^n^^*n5T^y^s-efco-c, m^pi^^oT^y 
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(26) vxr<D (i) &m (2) <d\ ^-rftfr-jjOTZMmmz, mmtir^r^/m 
(2) sc(Fv)20&g* ^nm^^r^>r^mmmxh^x, mm ^m®<D7 

m\m&ttiM^ts,sc{Fv)2m!&®<Dmmm\itstt%m 0 

(1) sc(Fv)2<Dmm^%m®\z$*ti%7$;tm&xh<ix, mm^mm^m 

(2) sc(Fv)2<Di&m^%m®\^*tiZ7$jmm&xh<ox, mm*i%m&<D7$; 

( 1) sc(fv)2© jjk ^&mm^*fr%7K;mm&xh<ox. mm^m^or^ 

(2) sc(Fv)2<Dmm^&mmzis*.ti%7*mft&xtb<>x, mm&m&T^; 

(30) jut<£ (1) (2) N-r tid^-^^T $;mm&*, mffiZft1rZ7$yWt 

&mm&tzxn^t!,sc(Fv)2mj&®om&mM£itz>ijm 0 
(i)s C (Fv)2omm^mm^-&tizT*;mi%mxh<>x, mm^mmor^y 
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[32mr<D(D^i.m2) i:ie«ct$/^s^, mmoim^ir^T^/mm 

(1) sc(Fv)2<Dmm^£mm^*ti57$;mtmxh<ix, mm^mm^r^ 

{2)sc(Fv)2<Dmm^£mmz.%*ti%7$/wt®&xh<>x, &m-*i%m®v7$; 

(34^r<^> (i) (2) ©v "■ftifr-xvT^mmm*. wfa*&tzr$./t& 
nm\mmr^xn^^s C {Fv)2mm^mm^m^<D^t^mm 

(2) sc(fv)2<d6& ^^m^i&v&rzjmimxb'ox, mmwmwoTs; 

C35)sc(Fv)2©yv*-<0*$«rH»-r5IiS*^tf, sc(Fv)2&$#5*tf>fl|jI£tt 
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[36)1$ iigttte&Ssiiigle chain diabody§!XI*bivalent scFv^VhS [35] \ZfBM<D 

(37]sc(Fv)2<AjPq«oyy#~£0~127^$, tp*:£>yy;(/-£lO~30T^/$K 
IHii-f 5 X@£r£tf, sc(Fv)2»J$fttF (Dsingle chain diabodyM<Z>#J£-£ii;!jn£-£5 

[38]sc(Fv)2OjPn«Soyy^-Srl2~30T^y^ ^<£>yy#~£0~10T^/$U: 
tHH*5 Ig$r£tf, sc(Fv)2*ljfctt* (^bivalent scFvm<D&&&mtfelkttm i , 

[39]sc(Fv)2<Dj^«wy^— ^o~i2T?;y^ tf^yy^— ^0~10T^/6^lCil 

gH-£Xig£^tf , single chain diabodyS!^^^#l^^80%^±"e*)5sc(Fv)2iia 

[40]sc(Fv)20i^iffi©yy^-$rl2~30TV^, ip^:Oy>'^-^0~10T^y^{C 
HW-fSXSSr^tf , bivalent scPvS!©^^r|^*J80%K±T?*5sc(Fv)2ja^* 

[41] sc(Fv)2oyy^-Xiiy y*-5SfiHH*H0»rt"5XS«r&tf > sc(Fv)2m^ 

[42]^^i?^ai-5-iicj;9y^~xtty^-ffi^«^o»fi-5ri:^m 

[41] {c|Sit<D^jfe 0 

(43]fl|ji&ttfls:;&Ssingle chain diabodySJXtibivalent scFvil*e&5[41]*fcH:[4 
2] 

[44)^T^XS^tf, sc(Fv)2m^tl I F^«liiM^^*f1-5*&o 

[0019] [Ell](a) VB22B sc(Fv)2<DVH14inkei^VLl-linker-VH2-linker-VL2li^>Sr^i-|l|'e 
fo5 0 (b) \^14inker-VL14inker-VH24inker-\^2#jg(D2itt^Wli3S^^?r^ 
-rm-ZhZo VHl/VLl^VH2/VL2^^tb ; etb^-a-Lfcbivalent scFvflSag Cfc) V 
Hl/VL2£VH2/VLl;^tL€;iX^Lfcsingle chain diabodyfll it (£) 
[|32]peakltpeak2<D|^^^^Pvh^7>f- c t§5>fi^^:^1-|2l-Cfc^ 
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[H3]peakU peak2, VB22B sc(Fv)2©subtiIismfe3ai9ft©ai5nSDS-PAGEO|S*S: 

[|g|4]bivalent scFv^single chain antibodyOfltigOEVM^^D^CSsubtilisinPS^ 
flHI©*^**— ^©iiVVfc^B^fcS. Bivalent scFv*|Jt©»&, /SH"CBBo 

[05]SubtiUsin{C^5peakl, peak2, VB22B sc(Fv)2©I8&:9^©y/V5j©^Pvh 
[H6]VB22B sc(Fv)2m&g&frOTP0m3~Xhmm*fa<Dl£%Z*tmVhZ 

o 

[®7]peakltpeak2(Z)|^^y^^Ovh^77^~j;5^ll|©^^i-II|-Cfc5 

o 

[|ll8]|^^y^^Pvh^97^-«t9^Lfepeakltpeak2<D^^Kvyt'y^ 
IMpeakl, peak2, hVB22B u2-wz4 sc(Fv)2©subtffisin^S&©i&^SDS-PAGE<D 
[g|10]Subtilisin^J;5peakl, peak2, hVB22B u2^rz4 sc{Fv)2(Dmi&ftte'&<D>f/V?> 

[g|ll]hVB22B u2-wz4 sc(Fv)2«^&ft©TP0^7^-*h?£ttfPtf ©*£!H:£^ 

GGSGGSBB^IJ (BB»^- : 20) §rffl V ^y^h^hT^o L12fijPn«S<Dy^-S 
^12-C*>9^ GGGGSGGGGSGSSa^KBa^-^^D^fflV^^h^h^fcSo Px 
x«y^-^LT(GGPGS(BB^J#^:17))nE^J^V^4 , Jfe©y>'*-^^^L 
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nbtltzfc&ltm&*-rm-?hZ> 0 bivalent scFymm^fD^—tyUcX^LtZo 

[EU5]SOURCE 15S*7AO^a-vh^7A^^H^-rH|-C^o 
[EH7]^l:^L^:hVB22B u2-wz4 sc(Fv)2 peakl£hVB22B u2-wz4 sc(Fv)2 peak2 
imiS]±M.1$$kLtzhVB22B u2-wz4 sc(Fv)2 peakl <hhVB22B u2-wz4 sc(Fv)2 peak2 
[Ell9]u2-wz4, Bfe&ftvh &&fov3<D?;VhM?v^W774—<D&%&7F-tm~Z 

$!><5o 

I®20]u2-wz4, &^&vh 8fe^^v3(D^^-^^P^h^^-(D^^1- 
fl^l^-i^, u2-wz4ffif^peakU u2-wz4*SSS{peak2, &^ftvl, &£fcv3<D*$M 
[El22]u2-wz4i|t$SlpeakU u2-wz4*it$Slpeak2, iJfe&ftvU $C&fcv3<D7°vTT— fef 
[|323]u2-wz4*MS{peakh u2-wz4*t£ipeak2, &%.fcvU 3fe^ftv3 (DTPO#T^^ 
[I324]u2-wz4!R|®lpeakK u2-wz4ft|!ipeak2 % ft^ftvU &^ttv3<DDSC##rtf>i|& 
[El25]u2-wz4lfi||SpeakK u2^rz4*i?i!£peak2, &^#vU &^ttv3<D?|fc!)nj£f*i^ 
[El26]u2-wz4!|t$SlpeakK u2^z4*f&lpeak2, ft^ftvU 3fc£ttv3<D$ij!jnj§f*&[£ 
M2lW\3ftty \h-§%.m$%ifc sc(Fv)2<Dpeakl£peak2<D|ig^t^£&^^^ 

yyj-£z>ftm<Di&%:%&'rm-ehz> 0 
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[B28]*#l4LfcfcWfcifcfch IL-eS&fcttfc sc(Fv)2£>peakl£peak2<D|S§-f;4-y£& 

[B29]fcMI#tfcl* sc(Fv)2<Apeakl£peak2<Asubtilisin#iJg&£>& 
TcSDS-PAGEOHjftS^-f^-efcSo #bt»/fc/^KO^fl|jt^^tyS: 0 
[I^OlSubtilisinlCcfcSfcMt^fch IL-6gWft#itt sc(Fv)2£>peakl£peak2tf>RR£# 

[031]fcMb#i;fch IL-6§^fr#ift: sc(Fv)2<£peakl£peak2<DBaF3/gpl30(C:fcttSI 

L-6tfjftflH48MB©!|$*Sr^t-H-Cfc« 0 

[B32]VB22B sc(Fv)2CDpeakl&20mM sodium acetate, l50mM NaCl, pH6.0, 40 < t v ? 
^>^^-hLfe^(D|t^y^^Dvh^7^-^Li^^WlCpeak2^ii 

[®33]VB22B sc(Fv)2£>peakh peak2, RXf, 40 < Ct?6 B fflinc\ibateLtzfflft<DT^~ 
^^tt^fPffib,peakl^peak2(cM^br5-t^j:or^^ii>fjp-r5^^5| 

[®34]hVB22B u2-wz4 sc(Fv)2£>peak l£25<C-C 10 0 |RU ^ttT^cubate-fSr. 

[0020] #385H#P>f*> sc(Fv)20«3gj|ttft£^^>M-c, *ftattfcW©8H4l!: 

5^, sc(Fv)2*&J&^ * <D^£<Dft:£Mttft&#&i&#-?#5;L££ JL m Lfc 

[0021] sc(Fv)2«U^^fF©fflf3tMtt^Sr^»U #j££ftfc«£M£#©5*> 

[0022] *%93 fc&V ^"Csc(Fv)2(i % 4^U±.<Dfofc *I&m$&))y*-%t1&&LX-* 
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[0023] Mfty sc(Fv)2rteo©VLt2o©\^©4o0^raSifiljt%yy*-4^"T?*§'a > 

LX—ttKUtttfcTthZ (Hudson et al, J Immunol. Methods 1999;231:177-189 

[0024] sc(Fv)2}* x ^ M%K&to(D%mXfflktZZ.b&X%. m%.tt, scFvfcyy*-? 
ijS^tlCioTf^lSi'Ct^o scFv£f3:> fcfc<DVH}o£.TfVL&%$.tL, Zflb<Dm%, 
^i^-(Z)7Ky^7 P f•K^tFiC#S-r5(scFvroi^|ft^^oV^T^^, PluckthunlTThe Pha 
rmacology of Monoclonal AntibodiesJVol.ll3(Rosenburg and Moore ed (Springer Ve 
rlag, New York) pp.269-315, 1994) 

[0025] %&W<Dsc(Fv)2tLXft^ 2o<AVHK.tf 2o<DVL^ -^Htfy^T^Ktf) 

N*ffi{9JSrS^tLTVH, VU VH> VL([VH]y>-*-[VL]y^-[VH]y^-[V 

l]) <DM\zftAyX\ ttb&fflkktZftfct*&tf binZtK 2o<dvh£2ocdvl<d 

[vl] v y # - [vh] y y # - [ vh] y y * - [vl] 
[vh] y y # - [vl] y y * — [ vl] y y # - [vh] 
[vh] y y # - [vh] y y * - [vl] y y # - [vl] 
[vl] y y * - [vl] yy#-[vH]yy# - [vh] 
[vl] y y # - [vh] y y # - [vl] y y # - [vh] 
[0026] #3SWtf>sc(Fv)2f*tfc# pfgfctfu yy*-w^or5y«E^i*^^v ^.tv > 

o 

[0027] #3P^fflV^;h^#£>?J^g#i^ RT^^«<D^-Ct^V ^ ttflK^&IS 

[0028] *fc*38W©sc(Fv)2H:, ^(DN^^^gfe2)V^ttC*4S^agG(DFc^^(DSU(D^y/^ 0 
^K£$I^LTt>£WClinical Cancer Research, 2004, 10, 1274-1281) 0 Sfc-g-fS* 
>'<?m&%m%i>m'&m&'tZZb&XZ5 0 *fc#»W©sc(Fv)2H\ Fc(D#hin 
geON^l£2o<DscFv£*£-££-fr, cp^cDyy^;- (yy#— 2) irL-T#i;#tf>Fc$i 
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i#£JBWc(scFv)2-Fc<ft^&oTt>,fcWj Immunol Methods. 2005;306(l-2):93-l 
03.) o 

[0029] W.ft<D*!£mmtii&1r%))>jj~bLXK, 1kfc?xmz£mMMZ>frM<D 

^yf-KlJy*-, Xtt^lWIl^WX*- (0U*.f^ Protein Engineering, 9(3), 299 
-305, 1996#J$) \zm^£tl5 ] Jy%~^*^^ttfr*%Zl)^ *#WK&^X1Z 

1 t>*>VvOt>J:V\ ) 

[0030] «*.tf^^Ky^*-0»fr: 
Ser 

Gly Ser 
Gly Gly Ser 
Ser* Gly Gly 

Gly • Gly • Gly • Ser (BE^"J#^ : 9) 
Ser • Gly • Gly • Gly (BE?"J#^- : 1 0) 
Gly • Gly • Gly • Gly • Ser (BE^Wf : 1 1 ) 
Ser • Gly • Gly • Gly • Gly (BE#J#^- : 1 2) 
Gly • Gly • Gly • Gly • Gly • Ser (BE?!) #^ : 1 3) 
Ser • Gly • Gly • Gly • Gly • Gly (BE?U # : 1 4) 
Gly • Gly • Gly • Gly • Gly • Gly Ser (BE?IJ#-^ : 1 5) 
Ser • Gly • Gly • Gly • Gly • Gly Gly (BE^JW : 1 6) 
(Gly • Gly • Gly • Gly • Ser (gE?U#-^ : 1 1 ) )n 
(Ser* Gly • Gly Gly Gly (BE#I#^- : 1 2) )n 
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[0031] &Mk¥m>*-ut¥&mm\*^7^mm\mftm^ftx^mm 

^ (^/Wi/Wv^) ^ h (BS 3 ) , ^^-k^ fr9iSs4Ki?A&vi&t* 

— h) (DSP), y^t*^(^/V*^^W^v ? 7V7 P tit 0 3}-^--h) (DTSSPh ifV^ 

^ya— 7ktr^(^vw^/v^v^-h) (egs), 

^/v**^ > WS^/H&ffBifi - DST) , t'^. [2- S/ WW f S* 
;v$~;vjr* V) &f-)V\ T.)Vi&s (BSOCOES) , tr* [2- (^fl'JfcW' W5K^f-> 
*/V#^/V^-dfi/) ir.fvklX'VJfcy (*/V*-BSOCOES) , ril£><7>&M 

[0032] 4o©J(t#«r««*«rilS^-t*5»#JJ:^ 3ooy^-^^Ki*«i^ £ 

[0033] 4&m t-*3V ^sc(Fv)2ttjaBfci:H\ sc(Fv)2<Ol*gJ|tt{m*fci*1S2&^-f5 
[0034] sc(Fv)2M4&tt> ^ ^fclifc0#fc^fl$W- tf , sc(Fv)2 

Sra-KTSDNASr^ALfc^^-Srltillwa^AL, sc(Fv)2£&m$l*\ 

[0035] ^^-ti/ctt, mAU-cDm*%fe\mwi-zh(Dxhh\fmmm£fiir 

ript^*-(Stratagene^)fttW£U^ rfTjiK©«* <0^^-*3pJffl-f 5- 

aitf, ^Wrt^mt?fcn«pBEST^^>?-(7 P n^^tt$Sl), i^l^ifcfrtfpET 

(Invitrogen*fc$D „ i&^Mm?fotl\*?ME\%S-FLZ'<?#— (GenBank Acce 
ssion No. AB009864K £i|^ft-?&;ftf£pME18S^^— (Mol Cell Biol. 8:466-47 
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2(1988)) JWf##*U>. ^^-^©*5IWODNA©J¥AH:> 09*.»i 
, ^JIS^^h^V^y^~^^tCj;?)fi 1 5-^^'T?tS(CuiTent protocols in 
Molecular Biology edit. Ausubel et al. (1987) Publish. John Wiley & Sons. Section 1 
1.4-1 1.1 l)o 

[0036] ±mfa£mi&bLx\*mz.fflmzft<, n mv&vxu* <D^mmm^bfi 
s</v3?/ux) , m&mm m •. Ynyy^i, *tkk7^?sf9) , mmm (m •. cho, 

COS, HeLa, C127, 3T3, BHK, HEK293, Bowes *yj— ^jfoflS) te&tM.®lMJ&& 

ife* tH^t' V^^JLffi (Current protocols in Molecular Biology edit. Ausubel et al. ( 
1987) Publish. John Wiley & Sons. Section 9.1-9.9) , ytf^^^^GIBCC-BR 

[0037] sc(Fv)2M^lW[HUtX«, *%W<nsc(Fv)2tf%mizM£tl?>m&}% mm*® 

-rmmu ^o^{csc(Fv)2ffi^^^teiJi5i-r^o 

[0038] *mn<DsdFv)2Mm*. sc(Fv)2<Dm&&Qfa*l*tctem&^irZMVd 

[0039] ^MK^Tfcgiittftett, T$;®mm*m— zhztK &#«£(-&« 

[0040] sc(Fv)2(C*51t5fllatM'l4^iL-C{4, single chain diabody^ ^bivalent scF 

[0041] &%mK$o^T single chain diabodyMttt, sc(Fv)2^ % [^^mW^—l)^ 

tenrnw y#-2)[ Rr^^ij^3](!Jy*-3)[p^^«4](Dl(R-cM^t?v ^ 
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£*Tf5sc(Fv)2£V>5o 
[0042] «^(C*3V ^bivalent scFvUttt, flTglW* 1 k*I%&&2tf£&U 

[0043] single chain diabody^ bivalent scFvSiLTHu 0 lbKftl&omfeZ^i- 
5sc(Fv)2*S^{f bilSo sc(Fv)2©fl|jtMttft^single chain diabody®$fcttbivalen 

[0044] sc(Fv)2m&®*<Dm&&&fc<DftM& (flf*D tt. 09*.^ sc(Fv)2M 
ifel^^y^^yA^Hydroxyapatite^TAlCd^t, 4#)£©*iiMtetfc8:Jft#*>3 

[0045] ^n-r^^-f-tL-Ctt, m^4*V$m?xi~vW7-74-. tyMVv-vWyy 

77xf— , 77^T^— ^^^7:7^— W^if (Strategies for Protein Puri 
fication and Characterization: A Laboratory Course Manual. Ed Daniel R. Marshak e 
t al„ Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory Press, 1996) 0 ^P^^97-f— tt, itl^v 

fllRtfHPLC, ©tttt^n-rl^97-f— SrffiV^-Cff5-fc* J "C# 

[0046] ^^£&^^^?:^-£fflv^#3\ ttffl$tix5^>^S**9A©affiH: 

iZ.mfe&tl?>h<W\Z?& \ W&W~?Wyy r -f— fcb*CW\ Hydroxyapatite^P-rh 

[0047] ^fc©ttlfcfrifc«:ffli\ «fSB©fll3tllttft^#»»iaSrft#i-5r 
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[0048] $iz, xmmnmmm&mui&xm^ sc^mm^mmmmxm 
mm&±iz>m&K, sc(F V )2<Dmmmwm^mLx^mB<Dmmm 
&£&b;M:*fc£u sc(fv)2«$ * m%%&ftfrbMm&om%g&#z 

i^tcsc(Fv)2(Dsc{Fv)2m^^nir^thXt^c ifcfc&S&^&tCW , VHbV 

[0049] *%w\z.&^xm%&v>mi&0i i &fob\t, m&&&fcmx*mmz.m*£z%m 
[0050] mm&v>m&m&ft<D&:fem m^^^mxn 5-<b^^t, m. « > * 

[0051] ^TiSttf*, *?WStt, T^=^hiStt, T 

&)m&bLx\z. » ®mm&, afciBttu issmn, mmmmm. 
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[0053] fcfcv ^Tt^tt#fcl8£&h/f , if© £5 \ fomvmtLx 

tt, mtttt. SSftM, MHCin;®, *MttWk fttffcW srfca^s. g 

Cooke BA., King RJB., van der Molen HJ. ed. New Comprehesive Bio 
chemistry V0I.I8B "Hormones and their Actions Part II"pp.l-46 (1988) Elsevier Sci 
ence Publishers BV., New York, USA, Patthy L. (1990) Cell, 61: 13-14., Ullrich A., 
et al. (1990) Cell, 61: 203-212., Massagul J. (1992) Cell, 69: 1067-1070., Miyajima 
A., et al. (1992) Annu. Rev. Immunol., 10: 295-331., Taga T. and Kishimoto T. (19 
92) FASEB J., 7: 3387-3396., Fantl WI., et al. (1993) Annu. Rev. Biochem., 62: 45 
3-481., Smith CA., et al. (1994) Cell, 76: 959-962., Flower DR. (1999) Biochim. Bi 
ophys. Acta, 1422: 207-234., fcJ&X^JWW'^K^s^!;— Xr 

[0054] ±&&&l&TVJ-\zM+ZM t mi%g&ftbLXtti. Mz.it, tbXtt^^x. 
yxv7$^y(EPO)g®tt., thX(iv^0^3P^-$ij^H^(c-csF)^^ 

ft, thX(l-7!7^bny7lf^^y(TPO)^#:, KbX1&r$x4>xy>&&fo 
thXte^*Flt-3y#^Kg&tt, tbXftt^^Jlil/J^* JfcH* (PDGF) g 

thX«^«7^^/^V(GH)g^fr, KhXticr$X4y*—xx4*V (IL) 

mmm* (uF)3*fk (cntf)^^^^ 



WO 2006/106903 



21 



PCT/JP2006/306800 



#l^"t*<5£.t# s "C#<5 (hEPOR: Simon, S. et al. (1990) Blood 76, 31-35.; mEPOR: D' 
Andrea, AD. Et al. (1989) Cell 57, 277-285.; hG-CSFR: Fukunaga, R. et al. (1990) 
Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci. USA. 87, 8702-8706.; mG-CSFR: Fukunaga, R. et al. (1990) 
Cell 61, 341-350.; hTPOR: Vigon, I. et al. (1992) 89, 5640-5644.; mTPOR: Skoda, 
RC. Et al. (1993) 12, 2645-2653.; hlnsR: Ullrich, A. et al. (1985) Nature 313, 756- 
761.; hFlt-3: Small, D. et al. (1994) Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci. USA. 91, 459-463.; hPD 
GFR: Gronwald, RGK. Et al. (1988) Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci. USA. 85, 3435-3439.; hi 
FN a / 0 R: Uze, G. et al. (1990) Cell 60, 225-234.S.t^Novick, D. et al. (1994) C 
ell 77, 391-400.) o 

ttMhm, mmmnttmtmttiZo mftmomtixtt* CA19-9, ca 

15-3,^yT^SSEA-l(SLX)^^^ffS^<b^-x?§:§ 0 
[0056] MHC£tD!tW3\ MHC class IfctDKiMHC class iraU^SU&fr, MHC class l£i 
mzft, HLA-A,-B,-C,-E,-F,-G,-H^-^^tb, MHC class H^tM^te, HLA-DR,- 
DQ.-DP/^&ftSo 

[0057] ^'fb^l®lC(i > CDl,CD2,CD3,CD4,CD5,CD6,CD7,CD8,CD10,CDlla,CDllb,C 
Dllc,CD13,CD14,CD15s,CD16,CD18,CD19,CD20,CD21,CD23,CD25,CD28,CD29 
,CD30,CD32,CD33,CD34,CD35,CD38,CD40,CD41a,CD41b,CD42a,CD42b,CD43, 
CD44,CD45,CD45RO,CD48,CD49a,CD49b,CD49c,CD49d,CD49e,CD49f,CD51,C 
D54,CD55,CD56,CD57,CD58,CD61,CD62E,CD62L,CD62P,CD64,CD69,CD71,CD 
73,CD95,CD102,CD106,CD122,CD126,CDwl30^^^-g-^tu5o 

[0058] m&<Dmkzmfei-zmzm^mmfetLX}z s m&v/x\zm%mk 

*mfc vSmXhZm&m'tZZbtfXtZo 0tRtf , mm^MceU free assay)^ 
m, *l«(cell-based assay)©*^, imZkOmm, £fl^O|f&£fflV^^ 

[0059] mtom%<DmmtLx\z, mmfcfo^y/vw. dna, wA<D&&)Rxf/x\* 
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&n®mRfo%zm^z.b&-?%z> 0 t.t, * 
wnwvmts mvm\t, mm^, dna, rnao 

Jits, sow, w%&m^ttf-?%z>o mz.tfisyi-svfcmm&nTMKft&irz 

rna^^v ^btf-ezzo &i&<Dm\:b\,x\z, &mi&j&RTf/x\?. i &mo®i<D 
it, mmmb^xvmM/m-'&s mm&<Dmk%&m^z.btfx%z> 0 

[0061] mm^omnbLxit, m^t^mmK^ztmmmtmmmnb-r^b^x 
[0062] ztibomMmmzmfe-tzfimbLx^ mz.mm\*te<, m 

[0063] #j;ttf , Kiix^^/vtt-^Wf-fflv ^tizyj-vt-f^y-hv-ym, m 
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mvmfexmtt. -^<Dmm*mx2mx±<D®mmzmfei>xh&<, 

Xhti\f, 2m*±<DM&mmRXf/X\*mifcLxmfe1r%Zk\M£b\z£& 

[0064] ^s^k&v^-c r^^hm^omMm^\^^(D^mKxm^bt^ 

[0065] T*~xwft&%M*mi-mmh%m%^f®<Dijm 

xm, mz.it, mi*mmm^yi-^*%ir%%®frxhz>w&\m, w&m 

^^m^x^m^fi\ix^\mmmm^i-^^t^^<7)mbLx\t, 

Wz-tt. G-CSFg&ft, mpU neu, GM-CSFg£ft, EPOg^ft, c-kiU FLT-3^£ 
mf ZZb&XZ 5„ £&#£*^"£Si*lfiiLTra\ mz-tt. BaF3, NFS60, FDC 
P-U FDCP-2, CTLL-2, DA~L KT-3t$%mf%Z.btfX%Z> 0 

[0066] *%mz&^xsc(Fv)2mmM®b\-z, m&omx-'fWtb'o&fcmz.&jfz 

ti&Lb& S &3bL1tsc(Fv)2fim.m<DZb^\ ^ 0 
[0067] *«W©^^{Cj:or^«l5t#^*Vfcsc(Fv)2<D4#SO«5t^ft, *fcW\ 

#^©#!3t^^#J^^ii^$^sc(Fv)2«tl«, ^tlfct^ 
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[0068] m^m^mtimw, mwtLxn, ma, 

[0069] v^o^y-feMtKo^V^/Hr/Vn— #y|> 

7±/\'%£)bir%Zbh'V$Z("Remmgtoris Pharmaceutical Science 16 th edition*, Osl 

o Ed., I980*#]£) e ^iblc, m^J€r#r^^HI^Ji: , t5^fet^*P-efc9, #3§gH 

(Cl)iffiL#S(Langer et al., J.Biomed.Mater.Res. 1981, 15: 167-277; Langer, Chem 
. Tech. 1982, 12: 98-lO5;^B#frB3,773,919^;M#f| : m0^M(EP)^58,481 
Sidman et al., Biopolymers 1983, 22: 547-556;EP^133,988^) 0 

[0071] A#^©fi!-$.r±fe P P &4tf>v vf ti/Cfc RTtB-ttfcStfs, &3;L<te#& P 

A^^icti, &mm, ftjMstWMiu tt&tt^s* 
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^{2, 0fl*.tf, S#fcfcl90.001~100000mg/body(Z)$5ia-Cl^4fl:^^(i!^'C 

[0072] #m<om&M&t^im&ttoM&±. mv<mo%u±, m 

\m*L<m5%&±<DsdFv)2mf&Q!l*&&tZo XVMfcMm, single chain dia 
body®O^^nM^80%£t±, #*L<I*90%#±, Wfc#*L<tt95%«±©sc( 
Fv)2|§J&MK Xttbivalent scFvS!tf>^fr#J'&#80%£t_k, #£L<f290%^±, # 

lt&*Utt95%K±Osc(Fv)2ttriS»Sr#rf^!6S'T?t5. 
[0073] fc*5V ^ft©«3illttfr©^*tW^^80%i:W:, sc(Fv)2tttfW 

^^ro«igmtt^^M^#So«^M^^#J^d58o%^&5^t^ic!* 

*f5„ ^Jx.(i, sc(Fv)2M^tp(Csingle chain diabody^tbivalent scFv§!<Z>21I^<D 
«3tHttfr^#fi£l-5»^, single chain diabodyS©£#ate;&S80%£tt, sngle c 
hain diabody§J£bivalent scFvS!tf>JtW80 : 2QXhZ>Z.b*Wfct : Z>o 

[0074] \zm ^so%^±, 9o%^±, 95%u±.<D$%m&o±.mzmmfe$ 

tift\^K 100%^UJ4100%^a£V>^W*U\ lOO%l3fil^±l8B:5!ifc#0 
*»«ft*^«fftH!ff!:ft#-r5^, , 99.999%, 99.99%, 99.9%, 99%ft£* 

x&z> 0 «5tM^o^wwj^tt, mi* » 4*v%&txx^w7-7 a~ . mn&n 

[0075] #$§§131*, #^©ttlig^tt^O^*#J^S:80%^±(CLfcsc(Fv)2m^ 

£*f3bfifc#tLT^*rf5, E$fe^frfHHrt-£. sc(Pv)2Sr|5J|»^fttL-Ctt 

^mo%^±<Dsc(Fy)2m^m^m^tLxis^t^b^mL\ \ mz-tf. 

ftMpl^ft<£T^*^ttf*single chain diabody^O^^j^V ^<D"C, MpHC*J~T5s 
c(Fv)2%T=t~XhbLX&Rl~t-5m&\aZ, single chain diabody§Jtf)'£WfiJ'^80 

%&±.xb5sc(Fv)2mj&V!)ZG&}}&#bLX'S%i-z , mmmmxb^b am 
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[0076] *%W\t, sc(Fv)2E$W ©*iiMtt*©*^Sr^b**5XSSr^tf^ sc(Fv) 
[0077] jWRWfcfcwcHu sc(Pv)2«^3Slltt#:W»i:*JV^rSH4fc*U^*>Siv^5 

^single chain diabodyHi bivalent scFvM©#J"S'£^'fb£-£5::iK<fc!9, sc(Fv)2*I 

[0078] sc(Fv)2m^^©^^«^^^#J^^ii^P$-fr5Xg^ 
£tf > sc(Fv)2»^^O«tt?:iiAP$*5^&^|IW'r^ 0 ±^tfcsc(Fv)2m^^ 

o 

[0079] flfctf, sc(Fv-)2|B/ft4fe ^ ©Ki^©*3tMtt#:o»'a'Sri«<-r'B^iJU:9 , 

^i^VNsc(Fv)2m^^it1-^«i:^Brtg-efe«? % sc(Fv)2m^^tOii5®tt 

[0080] single chain dabodySJ^Wbivalent scFvM WfcitSV sc(Fv)2iifif&1g3 *F 
©single chain diabodyM(D^W#J^-SrliJM$-ti:5-i^<fct)> sc(Fv)2*a^0^tt?r 
%M£ltZ>Z.b&-?%, bivalent scFv^<D#W#]^£W£i£5^-£^ sc(Fv)2*l 
lfi*»fiH4SHST**5^i:^"etS. MK, bivalent scFvMOStt^single chain di 
abc-dy^U!?*)^^, sc(Fv)2«W ©bivalent scFySJ^WW^Srit^-fr 
S^WCfcO, sc(Fv)2mf$V0<Dffi&%m\l£'&Z>Z.bfc~?%, single chain diabodyS!© 

1Ztffl&&%M£lk&Z.b\zM. sc(FV)2»ri^©flH4S:<ftT$*S-i:^"Ct«. si 

ngle chain diabody^tbivalent scFv5!©if*>^jSSflH4"C*>5*»l4, a^^^-S^tt 

[0081] sc(Fv)2^g|im^iL-Cftffl-rS^, MUt, J^ttflV^#«P*U^#£ 
V sc(Fv)2m^^l * {C^^$^^©«^tt^^J-a > ^^'fb$*5wi:{C J; 



WO 2006/106903 27 PCT/JP2006/306800 

momftzmvttttmmQ m^m\^xm^xhx<. mm, sc (f v )2 

&fc<D$jm&j)m< fc$ J: 5 fcsc(Fv)2£3- K"t5DNASrK fhLTt> ± V \, 
[0083] sc(Fv)2m^^#fc^(c#^o«3t^^^O#j^?ril|<1-5A«:W4^&iL-C 

[0084] t.^ mm, sc(Fv)2m^mmmir^t\M, mfenmmm&foo^mit 

f^S^ single chain diabodym<D^$\&^m^%Zttf»jmX*foZZ. 
fcSrafflUTV^o ioT, sc(Fv)2i(aj&8l£l5 < C~50 < t, &£Utt20 < C~40 < C, # 
^^*L<tt25 < C~35lClJ:T^^3.^~M-?)^fc^ < t«!), single chain diabody§l<D 
#*W-a"«r«iP$*5^*s prt6-C*>5o -r^3.^-h§Hfesc(Fv)2J|ia^«5li> * 
7ctf>iaffi(£MLTfc, WUfcsingle chain diabody§!©^^^tt5te#$;h/ 

[0085] #^#litMtt^^^^^<^J;5i-sc(Fv)2^3--K'r5DNA^th-r 
[0086] sc(Fv)2<D ^^$<7>£^£{|iljfl?-f sc(Fv)2Jia^*©#£<D* 

^JItt#O^W«l#SrHliP$*5ii:t>^rtB-e«)5. AftWfctt* sc(Fv)20*J£$l 

[0088] #»Wfc:fev^r££^j#t5jiWu jfrM^^ffi^&s fcfBIWi-f art 
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[0090] KU8lt5 r#ffi£?»rS75/8£?Sgj itt , Bifc-ttitf , M&flWtt-s 

sc(fv)2o wr«**fc*5v K^r3e««m^*ii5T vite«s«r«5. 

I 
I 

[0092] **W©±|B*fls^*J^TrDNA*iJfeaS*t-5ji:H:, *%W\Z#V&&£l\Z&<o 

i 

i 

[0093] *^0^<D0*LV^#^feVNrtt^J^{i,sc(Fv)2(D^^<D#®Sr^-r5 ! 

i 
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[0094] £&<Dmz&Ri-z>y$;m&m$, mx.it. sdFvKo&ftmm&Wru »sc(f 

[0095] 7^m<D^ \Z\i, nM*WK.T%;mi&bilXX V5. HRttl£E©«flr«r«r 

o 

[0096] ic*5v ^x\t s mz&f&tz7$m%mmn<D'mb%zxoKikm 

o Wz-tf. &M&<D7%;mmn, vvyb7/i>^>-?h^xi>&^K 2mrJ 

[0097] tit, &mzx<>xmx£ti%T$m&&&&m<n%&. ztit>7i;tmm<D* 
[0098] ^m<D^mi^ ^x&mm$tizr$;m%&<Dm*. mzMfl&tito ^> 

[0099] ft*5, ^£(Dsc(Fv)2(C*3V ^T, 5T Wl!El£«ffi£*r1~5 

[0100] #38ffl<D0£ U ^IHlCfcSV vCW\ sc(Fv)2<D-*l£&®<Dftm*Ml&-fZ>7 
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[0101] -JfeftK, r^^aT (hydrophobic core) J ft, ^Ubtfy^f-KOftllllKBj? 

[0102] m^??-Y*<»%&<nu\^ M&zfrtzm&&*7mf8.'f57zmmmfrbm 

[0103] ^n#K*^-m, mm<Ds&m^^x7*mum^ft~rz>^b\z.£o s m 
[0104] ttz, ^&m®<»ftm*Mi&Lx^z7\;mmmz.&^x, m*L^gi?zi&m 

•f^fcfclCknobs-into-holes (¥f%2001-52397lMffiZWftttZbi>%X.bfl% o k 
nobs-into-holestt, ^T^/V^—M^^MU ^^l/f?- Mf&&$>M~f 

tmn^y^^KW^«$tv5=fc5^s m-o^y^^K<D#B^)Sii^ 

fc^A^O^arCfc^ «^(CflJffl1-^i^/05-e^5 o knobs-into-holeste^H 
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[0105] i»r«ffi#Hu Mm^<ocDRm®b4^<DFRmffl^xm&&i?ix\ ^. « w 

[0106] , *&W<Dlomz.^X&&*®WUt\ ^3©sc(Fv)2fcol vt 

[0107] mtf, ££UfcRS©FR©#iBfc*3V ^T»aE1-5T AfrWtLT, V 
©^A^^QW^tfiKLfctf-CtSo VH±<D45ft(FR2)©0>TVy(L)t, ffi 

lHtfi<D:hy/^— yy^KoVvtte, Kabatb^^(Kabat EA et al. 1991. Sequence 
of Proteins of Immunological Interest. NIH)%##{£L"£V<5 0 

[0108] ant>r$;m®Mte, Khte£xt^vx\z&^xnmz&ft&tix\^t&&bti 

TV^Q. Mol. Recognit. 2003; 16: 113-120)£&ft>g> % MMWC&1rsc(Fv)2SW<Ds 

c (fv)2^ov ^*>, ±mr$m%mz.ttfc-rz7$;mmm%&£i-zzk\z£<DX 
, sc(Fv)2<z> Braeft^^^wfi-rscit^Tft s 0 

[0109] [^««i](y>-*-i)[^^2](y>'*-2)[pr^«3](y>'^-3)[»r^^« 

4]<DMX&AsX\t^sc(Fv)2iC&\<^X, single chain diabody^^^j^if^-fr 
[0110] ttsc(Fv)2l£*5lvT, bivalent scFvM#£C3*&^W:> W3WWcli:'Br3E«i*2<0£ 
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[01 1 1] Ksc(Fv)2tefcv Bi%mmt*jmmm&£&u tt^m^mt^mmm 
[oii2] $sc(fv)2k*5v^ ^£mmb^%mm&£&Ltzvtn<DMmtirm& 

[0113] ^(Fv^fC^T, ■Br^^2tRr^^4^^^L^^O«3t?rW1-5llit 

[oi H] *fc, N£mmwsz~i)W£mmws$-2m%mm](vy* -3)[*r 

^$4]<D)flreM^V^sc(Fv)2^&l^ bivalent scFvM<£>^#j-£&if 2>n& 
[01 15] ^sc(Fv)2[C*3V vC, single chain diabodyM^£C5#-&-ti\ HT^^isKli: pT^$ 

4^^*3j;u«Rr^^2t^^^3^#-a-^«j$ijL, ^^^1^^^^ 

[0116] ^sc(Fv)2tC;}3V^ ^^£l^£$l#3#£-£U d^ORl^^2i:Bl^^^ 

[oii7] ^sc(fv)2(c^vn-c, ^%mmb^mm®3&££Ltcttm<Dm&m'rz>M& 
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cons] kscofv)2 waive ^%mmb^mam&&&utvtteommmirmi& 

[0119] OT(e J;(3lliNB^J^i-^ % zti\m%&ti%h<DX\tft\<\ 

[0120] 0tRff , [\^l]yy*-[VL2]!;^--[VH3]lJy^--[VL4](^)lll(C^-CV^sc(F 
v)2tC *3l vf, bivalent scFvSiW^J'&^^^itT, single chain diabody§!<E>ff>J-a-§: 

?Ltf, \nilhVL2<DftmZMf&LX^%7$/WZWmZM*l% lM»J$(knob; 
g&U VH3tVL4^B^^LTV^5T^/^{BJ^Sr < J;»)/J^$V^ffl!J^(hole; $M0 

m-rz&wmmx'ZZo 

[0121] [VHl]y>-*-[VL2]!J^-[VH3]yy*-[VL4]»MI^^A/-CV^sc(Fv) 
2W3V single chain diabodyltoW^Stffel^-BrT* bivalent scFv*I<E>|fiJ-&-£t| 

tf, VHltVL4^#ffi^^LTVN5T$ySI{||^Sri!9^:tV^iJ^(knob; 
&U VH3iVL2©*1fi^|*LTV^T$/iMlit*±0/h$VMWi!l(hole; ^HOfc 
S&"f5o itf>«fc5&SgM-<fc!9, VHliVL4<D^*3<J;t5VH3i:VL2©^^Sr«]f&JL 
, a>o % VHliVL2©^^IA^3m4(D^^$^JL/j^V^J;5^(fc5V^^i{Eii 
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[0122] *»W©^*U^IC*JV^, ElT©(l):fc*TJ(2)* *fctt(3)*5J:lM4)©T 

mn<Dmffi*ftr&Tz;m&&izm&+zxmr&tt, s C (fv)2E$ 

(2) sc(Fv)2<Z>VUC&&;ft37' %/m%&Xh^Xs m$tf>T^7&gfi?IJ ^*5tt538& 

(3) sc(Fv)2^VH{C-g-^§T^/^S-Cfcoi: > Mg(<Z>T^/$gE?iJK:i3tf$45& 

[0123] UTO (1) fc^tf (2) OV^ft^-#<DT titzte (3) 

(4) sc(Fv)2<DVL(^*^TV^S-Cfco-C, McDT^/$^J(Cfctt<544ft 

[0124] _hie (i) ~ (4) \zmt.<DT*;wimmz, m®, ^xx/^^m v-m, zti 

^etl, (D^/W^XQ), (2)^/P^y(Q), (3)a^>y(L) % (4)^ayv(p)-efc?.^ 



WO 2006/106903 



35 



PCT/JP2006/306800 



tf, J. Mol. Recognit. 2003; 16: 1 13-120) $&mt%Z.tfc&*) , ffif £>#gK^ \ 

i 

5 t?sc(Fv)2m^^ * <Dmmg&ft <d gmtRfomm-r zzmtitm 
m-rzhwhZo sc(Fv)2om8K ^m^mm n^m^m^m^x\ 

coi25] *isw(isc(Fv)20i^js^y^-x(i/&u { ^^y^-^ft$^iaiii-r§r 
iz&^xmf&ovyjj-bix sc(Fv)2*s[RT^^i](y>'*-i)[^^2](uy* 

-ztm^)y^-b^, })y$-2&tp$:<Dyy*-bft% 0 

[0126] JlrfttfjKtt, mW)V%-Z^\2T\mbU tp*<O!;y^-^10~30T^/^ 
£-f 5^fc<W % sc(Fv)2*a^^l ^single chain diabody^<Dtfc^£ii;!)n*f £C<t>&S 

«rig^?>, ^*oy^-^i2~3or^/^^L, *p$:<D})y$-$:o~ioTS.;mb-r 

ZZbiZX*), sc(Fv)2ifi^iF( D bivalent scFvm(Dit^^M^^b^ *SmbftZ> 

i 

o 

[0127] zbKs *%w\mi®<D})y$-xiz/Rm&oy>*-(D&£zmffl-r?>z.b 

\Z£*), single chain diabody^<D^JtW80%£*±, 0*Uf29O%&±, m^ft ! 

*L<«95%^±Osc(Fv)2m^^$!t^1-5^^ft«^o ££>l^ W 
i^©y^--X«/2iU {t F*©y^-©S$§rll®»-r5C<ir^J:t), bivalent scFvg! 

<^*rttW80%«± % &£L<tt90%^± % $b{C0£L<fi95%£Jl±<Dsc(Fv)2 

[0128] ffiffi<D])>%-&o~i2T$;mbu tp£:<Dyy*-&o~ioTi.;mb 

1r5Z.b\M, single chain diabodyM^>^r^*Jt^^80%^±Osc(Fv)2*l^ifel5:S!i 
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i 

10TZmtt5Zt\Z£t), bivalent scFv»^itW80%^±©sc(Fv)2m$^ 

[0129] sbi^ *mw\z. sc(Fv)2wy*~Mm®m-tzxn&ists , sc^m^ 

[0131] ^P^h^y^— f£ (^single chain diabodyM, bivalent scFvSJO 

0 

[0132] single chain diabodyS^bivalent scFvi!^&#*ig#&£to&^ 

30^yy^-^f|J^05^V^i*^ i lO<Dyy*-^fP{i^^^^fc#^, single chai 
n diabodyStbivalent scF^*Ctt9)llf!ft04rit*J!:S|V^T?5o 

[0133] Aimi&t* sc(Fv)2n^mm](vy^-i)[^mm](vy^-2)[^mm3 

](])y$~3M£&mi<£>MX'mA/X'\/^m&, bivalent scFv^-ete, y>?&-l3: 

, ^^^lt2d^^scFvt^®^3t4^^^SscFv(D2O(0scFv^|i8l$tt-5 
o single chain diabody§J-myy#-l, 2ltfcm<D\^tl<DVyX—mfcXtym& 
ti1tm^XU^(D^^m\t^W^Xit^^^\Z.^LX\ ^<DXs 2o 
OscFvlC^-fi-rSit ttfcV * (H4# jft) o 
[0134] Ifot, bivalent scFv^T«:3o©y:/;*7-gM£(D5*>V vf n*»lo©y^*— 9J(ft 
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single chain diabodyS"ett3o©yy*-JfMfc©5t»V^1" 

[0135] EJLbDJSfc, sc(Pv)©y>'*-^©5t>OloMMIft^TM!0l|fU $J»r&£>£ 

jftMtfrJttkf £££te<fc0, sc(Fv)2^single chain diabodyS, bivalent scFvg!©l vf 

o 

[0136] AttWfctt, 

(a) sc(Fv)2tefig^tp(Osc(Fv)<Dy^-gi5feSr§J»f-r5X^, 

(b) «J Wfft©^!**^^ tt*3tSrMS1-5XS, 

[0137] -#Ksc(Fv)2<£yy#-|fB#ttx »*«Rfi«r©o"rv vfcv -7**rT— m 
<DftM%%tf^\^htf&bilX\^(Hoedema.eker et al, J Biol Chem. 1997; 27 

2 : 29784-29789) 0 ysx-s&m+tt&Kmm&zw&w. mmz.xz>®m 
i&sstvf, a^y^^w-*^ xvK^f^ 1 tf<Dvvnm><fcv^s, y^# 

TjgSii^-r^ir/O^te-efcSo 0iRtf> •fey^O^T-^UT, Arg, Lys&g 

[0138] ®m&ft%Ts%~<Dm*Mfe&iiz>b<DX'nti:\^ > io-ejb5it^4u\ y 
[0139] ^(^©^»©^Kfcii*3a<Daijew:, >?a»ttm«>#A#ft&* 



WO 2006/106903 38 PCT/JP2006/306800 

mftL1t1&mferZZbiW*L<^ W£l£, native pageW/VW^£/BV^ 

[0140] sxt, ^m^mmmKx^b\cmm^m-r^K *mKztibnmmK 

[0141] [«^J1]VB22B sc(Fv)2<Dmmmft<Oftm, Wffltfc StelflSttffHfi 
1-1. ^tthMpltn:#:VB22B sc(Fv)2<^^ 
JrithMpI^:^VB22B sc(Fv)2}2, PCT/JP2004/18506OI8&MW02005/56604) 

VB22B©^tfr RfS^lfeDNASr^P— -y^U y^#-6B?l|(GlyGlyGlyGlySer)x3 ( 
1) Sr=»— Kf S^SBB^J^t/FLAGia^J (AspTyrLysAspAspAspAspLys 

) (mmtt:2)&-v+&Z£&ffl*%^Xs vH-y^-gB^ij-vL-y^- 
ism - vh - y>*~mm-vL-Fte*y&nxmf£znz&&mm (mm% : 3 

LTVB22B sc(Fv)2^S^^-^«^L, CHO-DG44ifo/|&Kitfc^agA-r<5^ 

■e, ££J8^l&tS|c*fEKLfc. AttWteW:* Hm^<^- (25 ix g) fcPBStdBWL 

fcCHO-DG44)NBJia(l X \0 7 MWmL) mJ5mL%M&Ltc.h<D%7k±.Xl0ftffl%}M 
U ^a^ybfc^UfcfcKlGeiie Pulserll (BioRad) £fflV^1.5kV^ 25 » FD<D®mt 

X't/vxttjuto mm.KxiQ&w<D®&Mfg\<D&, x.u?bvtfiss/3>*m£ 

thtzffl%&%, 500 u g/mL Geneticin (Invitrogen) ?r^tf CHO-S-SFMII^ffi (Invitroge 
n) \Z.Mz.Xm$iU VB22B sdFv)2M%.CHOM1!!&WZ$$:l,tc 0 
[0142] $V vt\ ^(DJNBiattJ;>9^#±»^20mM TsmWmW. (pH6.8) Tf WfbLfcMacr 
o-Prep Ceramic Hydroxyapatite Type I (Bio-Rad)#7i»{C5Hj\ 250mM 

m (pH6.8) xmmmmmvito mmm^x m^mw^m^xmst^. HiLoad 

26/60 Superdex200pg^77A^V^^6j©i5'n-rh^7^— &frV\ #^§^#J 
70kD~40kDKffi^1-3M#£#$LfCo Cltf>Pf#£r, 50mM Tris-HCI(pH7.4), 150 
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mM NaCl, 0.05% Tween20"?¥#ffcLfcAnti-Flag M2 Affinity Gel (SIGMA-ALDRIC 
ItiJjJMmgtts 100 mM Glycine-HCl(pH 3.5)T?$ffl£-£fc 0 ^mW5^«> E 
*>{C1M Tris-HCl (pH8.0)-C^ fPSrtTV \ HiLoad 26/60 Superdex200pg (Amersham- 
Bioscience)^7A?rffl V ^Xtf ;\<7M?wW77 4-Z'ft^tz. 0 >f )\<hW7V~?yyy 
7j—<D/<y77~l$, 20 mMgfcSg (pH6.0), 150 mM NaCl, 0.01% Tween 80$M£ffiL 

[0143] 1-2. VB22B sc(Fv)20*jt^^0^lSI 

VB22B sc(Fv)2f*VH -linker-VL -linker-VH -linker-VL <D&m*#-fZ>sc{Fv)2-? 

1 2 3 4 

hZZtfrb, Fv(VH,VLPflT?^*^^Lfc^)©m^fc»-frl^<tt), fcjgttVH 
tVL % VH £VL ri^ft^ftFv^J&^Sbivalent scFv^ VH £VL , VH £VL 

2 3 4 1 4 2 3 

^ft^ftFv£«1-5single chain diabodyM<P28^<DlSj£^4ft##frf 

Z.t>tlZ(mi) 0 VB22B sc(Fv)2^«3t^#:^il^frfUci|$ms TfB«8t 
^T"CltW^-^^n-7^97^— MONO Q (Amersham Bioscience)^ V ^ 

<®mm> 

&W}faA : 20mM Tris-HCl, pH8.0 
#IWBB : 20mM Tris-HCl, 500mM NaCl, pH8.0 
Jiji : l.Oml/min 
yj^asyy : B0%->B35%(30min) 
[0144] ±fB^^{-J;«P, VB22B sc(Fv)2f24o<Dfc 4 ~^;:#$£Lfc 0 g|2^1-J:5ft^v 
h^^WbtU {!p:#^r^(DMV^t°— ^^^^tl^, pre peakU pre peak2, peak 
Kpeak2bft£Ut> 

[0145] peakl^.tI ? peak2|CMbT, Q-TOFMffi;##rtr(Q Tof Ultima, Micro Mass)(C, In 
fosionlCT^^^^AL#Wc#ffi-r^^^^h/H+)^#My7h(MassLynx 
)Z^tdT^l^)^-i'3V*'K'itdfc^ ^^m(D^a:«peakl;54115Da, p 
eak2;541 \2D^hottZtf)^ peakl<bpeak2{i|^-©^fi:^-f %^bftftti*o 

[0146] VB22B sc(Fv)2{i^#J!)q^V ^t, *fcpeakli:peak2H|^-(DT^gfe-^Ba 
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$1-Z£.kfi*b* peakl £peak2tt#ig^t£Mconformational isomer)T*bZZ.b&*& 

[0147] 1-3. VB22B sc(Fv)2(Dfl|3gMtt^«5t^ 

VB22B sc(Fv)2ISVH -linker-VL 4inker-VH -linker-VL <D&m%mrZ>sc(Fv)2X 

1 2 3 4 

hZZtfrb, FviVH.VLmXft&^&Ltcft? )<Dm^t>^CX<0. VH £VL , V 

1 2 

H bVL /^ft^Fv^^t'Sbivalent scFvM> VH i:VL , VH bVL tf^MW 

3 4 1 4 2 3 

v£^J&1-3single chain diabodyS©2a^<^fl|jgMtt^*5#^1-5iM$tl5^ 
peakltpeak2tti*VbO«atMtt^T?*>St%^.e)ixytp 

[0148] «ff*^J;^2a^*5i^^lIIS-r^*ffei:L-C, 7*pt7— mfettM 

mz&mjto sciFvWjy &tmitm.<>x\^t%z.bfi 

AfcfflV^ WTO&#^eakl&tfpeak2&tfVB22B bulk (peakl : peak2 ~ 1 : 3) 

20mM sodium citrate, 150mM NaCl, pH7.5 
VB22B sc(Fv)2 peakl or peak2 : 0.14mg/mL 
Subtilisin A : lug/mL 
37t:, 30min 

[0149] ±|W>£j£fc» TrisGlycine SDS gel 12%£fflV it^SDS-PAGE£rfTofc„ ^CD 
ijgjl^ VB22B bulk(«igMW5>«lff) , peakK peak2«V^tlt>P)^/^yhV^ 
-y£^Lfc(|g3) 0 VB22B sc(Fv)203iSi3f<Dy^~|f|5^-(D§)»ft^<fc§i:St>tt5 

©4$aWfc'<vK##fcftfc£W^ iKEJfcfcttSrJflV^^ VB22B 
sc(Fv)2tf>!J y J.O RJfe W Kl^!l"T?t W Ut> 

[0150] 2TOO«3g||ttfr^*3V^'r, 3tt0foyy*-Otf"T?ltt0f©9J»f^iBiofc» 
3\ 04(^1" <J3K, ^^ttW-e^VHiVL^F^W^^W^^lC^tJsingle c 
hain diabody§Jtf>#fittC:fcV^ki: % 3@Bf(D!;y^-(DCF-e^^i;y^;w- fc ^j^^g 
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Z<>Xb^ft<Dfttt\Zlt&1£1fiM.bW&^ bivalent scFvSK&V^Ttt, 

%^*^t£&Mftto\VJy*~t&VRLit* VB22B sc(Fv)2 bulk, peakh peak2 
SrTSK Super2000(TOSOH)^fflV^ry/^6j®^nvh ; /77>f— ^>Pf?rffofCo ¥)\> 

mm : DPBS(-) P H7.4 
ijfcii : 0.2ml/min 

\Z#LX, pe&l\*fcft*m®¥ft<Dft*&)<n\?~?i!)mmt$tltc 0 peakltpeak2 
(DU&V>)X-h%VB22B sc(Fv)2 bulktt, peaklO^JttJ^BSi-**©®^*© 
l^^flMB&h/fco £oT, peakl ^bivalent scFv§^ peak2tesingle chain diabody 

[0151] Hg^&fU;^ VB22B sc(Fv)2lC^#1-Sfll3SIH4frSr^IiU *©*a££lH) 

fco tfc-r^^55^P^h^7^-Ot -^ffiSfd^, VB22B sc(Fv)2(C^-r^bi 
valent scFv#|ig£single chain diabody^(Oft^||ttft©#ft {CfPtifi 

[0152] 1-4. VB22B sc(Fv)2©«^M14tt©»©ttM 

#LthMplft;ftVB22B sc(Fv)2tt, £Sfc (Blood 2005;105:562-566) fc&l vCTPOfil 
T=I~xm&t:&1rZ.bi>m£Z1riX\< ^ 0 TPOftfiFttiUWSrJ^f BaF3-h 

uman Mpl£fcteBaF3-monkey Mp\%m^XftMLtzMi&m&W<D7P0W'=f~Xh 
JgttfcffMlliLfc. 

[0153] &ftBJ&£l% Fetal Bovine Serum(Invitrogen)$r£tfRPMI1640 (Invitrogen)-C2[Hli5fc 
WVkM., 4xl0 5 ceUs/mLt&S«}:5lU0% Fetal Bovine Serum^ti'RPMI1640^^^ 
U 60 v L/welrt?96well plate \Z.%%\ji. 0 rhTPO (R&D)^tt«3t^^y^/W 

#welH^40At UDX, 37*C» 5%CO &#T^ 24B#TO*Ut> 10 ^ L 

2 

/well-CWST-8^ (Cell Count Reagent SF, ^y^^)^^ jS&MBenchm 
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ark PtesZm^X450nm<DWyb%.Wmmnm)ZMfeU 2l#ltli&f|ftfcU M450 n 
m<DM^;TO55nm)£jffl£Lfc 0 WST-8K^ 

[0154] *f$!lLfcVB22B sc(FV)2£>fl|j£M't4#£fflV ^T, BaF3-human MpU BaF3-monkey 
MplKfc ttSTPOfilT ^hSttWt^mMil06 ^^"fo peak 1 tpe 
ak2(Dfl|^^tt^OT^^hffitt^itti-rS^, peak2(D*d51 : L<il5V ^tt£^c 
-r-W^b/W-ftofCo ^tfKlid^ ^Mpimi*:sc(Fv)2^TPO^T^n^b^^ 
3g#-f Sfcfcfctt, single chain didhody<Dm&ZWL%i&mSh%Zb&^£tltio 

[0155] [Hife^j2] hVB22B u2-wz4 sc(Fv)2CO#gJM±ft©#&t, fc^TOttfr 1 

2-1. tMtffifchMplfci;tt:hVB22B u2-wz4 sc(Fv)2©f^$l 
^Jfe^Jl-ef^KLfcVB22B sc(Fv)2(D BT^^(D7l—Ay-^^(^T, FR)K 

>-#-gB^J(GlyGlyGlyGlySer)x3 (BB?iJ#^: 1) ^-K^S^Sffi^^K-f 5i£ 

mmm&m v vh - v - vl - v >* -mm - vh - y v#-ga?ij - vl 
-?m$&fiz>m.mm\ imm^ •. 4) £#0 tftmfcwtzx? \^ sobasegs 

O-g-^y =fDNA^20basee^^^y ^X-t5 i5 tKth U Z.ftb<D&f$*V 

-mm. fen%mm-DGumifow<DftMzm\ ^m±mm^Ltz 0 turn 

ft hVB22B u2^rz4 sc(Fv)2{iFlag^^#^PLTV ^tfrb, )%%±m>b<Dffi 
mti, VB22B sc(Fv)2^^|i-t-5^t°h-^ , -CfcSMG10(thMplT^y^ga^J^Gln21 
3a^Ala231)tGSTjil!'g-® IJfflL-OfTofco MG10i!GST)S!^ fift£>*t$il3: 

% Glutathione Sepharose 4B (Amersham Biosciences$fct$D£r.ffi 1 ' , »'T\ ^ w -^7 w -07 B ti 
h3-/Vlc^o-t^UCo ftlStUtMGlO ^GSTSfc^eM^-*-©^ 

Ph=»— /VCiotv HiTrap NHS-activated HP (Amersham Biosciences$fc$S) [Zffife 
fllU Ty^T^y^i^MLtCo tHttflfc hVB22B u2-wz4 sc(Fv)2^gmCHOjjs|8 
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te©»#±fllSrMG10-GSTiB^aeJt@S^9A|C«tU tWfcttfc hVB22B u2 
-wz4 sc(Fv)2£M£itr, lOOmM Glycine-HCl(pH3.5),0.01% Tween80-C$tti&-£fc 
o ^WM^I*iiL^)(ClM Tris-HCl(pH7.4)-ef»ft&fTl\ HiLoad 16/60 Superdex200 
pg(Amersham Biosciences^) £fflV^Ty/V6)©^nvh^9:7^— SrffofCo ^ 
5jS^n^h^77>f-<Dig^fi, 20mM^^^W(pH7.5), 300mM NaCl, 0. 

01%Tween80£{£fflL-fco 
[0156] 2-2. hVB22B u2-wz4 sc(Fv)2(^#tjt^tt^(D^fi, ^ 

hVB22B u2-wz4 sc(Fv)2t*VH -linker-VL -linker- VH -linker-VL <r>WM*^ 

1 2 3 4 

5scCFv)2-C&Sifa6^, VB22B sc(Fv)2iI^#(Cfl|^llFv(VH,VLPfl-C#*^^ 
Lfc^ ) <0»*#fc>*lCj:9, VH tVL , VH £VL ^tl^Fv^^l-Sbivale 

12 3 4 

nt scFv§)£, VH kVL y VH tVL &%fa?ft¥\Wt^%smg\e chain diabody^cD 

1 4 2 3 ■ • ~ 

[0157] hVB22B u2-ivz4 sc(Fv)2(D^||tt#©^|Sr<ftWLfclS*, 

f^^-BioAssist SCrOSOH^^T, TiB<Aig8t&ft : K.WhVB22B u2-wz4 s 

$£lbf@A : 20mM sodium phosphate, pH7.5 
&W)ffiB : 20mM sodium phosphate, 500mM NaCl, pH7.5 
$M : 0.8ml/min 
^fyV^-VY : BO%->B35%(30min) 
[0158] ±|B^#(CJ;»9, hVB22B u2-wz4 sc(Fv)2li2otf)fcr-?{C#|ltLfco B7UJf1-J; 
5^^13^h^A^#e>tV > fiy^^ffi^^SV^tr-^^^iVeil, peakU peak2tlft 

[0159] peakl&tf peak2£MLT, Q-TOFMK ftMIKQ Tof Ultima, Micro Mass)£ffl 

^Xft*m<Dm&Zft<?tCo Q-TOF^infusion^TlW^Sr#AU 
ffi^*>'*^M'(+)«\ #JRy7KMassLynx)?rffl V ^fc:'7 f 3y*'y^-^3^^To/c 
peaklO^-^StL-C53768Da, peak2<D#^-l±L53769Da£#/-Co Z.<D^tfr 
£>, peakl bpeak2tem-<Dft?M%ft'$'Z>Z.bfcftj)^tc 0 
[0160] peaklS.t;peak2lCBILX, ^WrytfV^fcfTofco jItc^, carboxymethyl 
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4m, hvfisym^x^f-mftfcftmu i^o^n/?^- (YMc-p aC k 

-ODS) KM^J-y^yfZmCo Peekltpeak2<D-<^V^y^itm,tct^ 

[0161] hVB22B u2-wz4 sc(Fv)2(*tl^#*P^^< x peakl ipeak2teTOF-MASSSI££J;5 
ft? m --ZhZZh, peakl ti>eak2\$^y\l°yy<D^?~y & m-~?h%Zbfrb 
, peakltpeak2ttSV^C^^S*^fll3a?rWt-^#litMtt^(conformational isomer 

[0162] hVB22B u2^wz4 sc(Fv)2teVH -linker-VL -linker- VH -linker-VL OgB^JSr^-f 

12 3 4 

5sc(Fv)2-efc^^^> iait^i~^*3*?. mmtFviwH.vm^^^ucft 

?)(DU^t>^:KXJ0, VH £VL , VH £VL /^;ft^;ftFv£7&?)c1-<5 bivalent scFv 

12 3 4 

VH bVL , VH i:VL ^^^^FvSr^figi-^single chain diabodyMtf^^ 

14 2 3 

©ffl^Mtttt^^fcU peakl fcpeak2« ; E:tb ; eHbivalent scFv^single chain diab 

[0163] 2mm<nmmg&&mfeirz>#VTmtLT, 7vTT—vmfe#MmmLit 

o sc(Fv)20i;y*~|fIJ^«^ ttm& ft^flljt^oTV^cfe^PTT— era 
i" 5Wt£«V^#?LP>tu ^n^T-ifO-S-e&Ssubtifein A§rffiV>T, £*T© 
&#-Cpeakl&tf peak2.&.U ? hVB22B u2-wz4 sc(Fv)2 (peakl : peak2 ~ 1 : 4)tRjfc 

20mM sodium citrate, 150mM NaCl, pH7.5 
hVB22B u2-wz4 sc(Fv)2 peakl or peak2 : 0.15mg/mL 
Subtilisin A : lOug/mL 
37^, 30min 

[0164] , Phastgel Homogeneous 12.5%&J8 V N "C» 3i^GSDS-PAGE£?TofCo ^©jjsg 

B9l^1"fc*5?K hVB22B u2-wz4 sc(Fv)2 bulk, peakl, peak2l^f ftib|R)#<D 
/^K'<*— V'SwLfc. hVB22B u2-wz4 sc(Fv)2©3fSj0r<£>!J:/#— gp#tf>#}$T^£ 

^tm^fi^\^n<Dwm^yh f i!)mhfitc^>h, v ^ 

t~e, hVB22B u2-wz4 sc(Fv)2(Dy>'^-|a5^g|5^6<]l.om^^(C^-C#5-t 
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[0165] bivalent scFv5!£single chain diabodyM©lffitfc:J3V v-C, 3o©5*>©yy#-©- 

nm<o9J*M8zoitm&* *mmt&-&*, vutvhom^ 

^Wftlg^Cjtfsingle chain diabodyffl©KKtfc*JV>TH:, 30©^©^©!^ 
^-W^jfiioTt^MtW^A^Wl^b^EfeH^V^^, bivalent scFvM 
fcjfeVvttt, tp*©y^-M»f^®-ofc^, ¥#©#?*©#T-«#£j!!c 
1"5 0 ^-"C, ±IEKJt&^f ! l : lC«J;l5ft5^lcyy*-^0»TLfe > hVB22B u2-wz4 sc( 
Fv)2 bulk, peakU peak2£TSK SuperSW2000(TOSOH)<SrfflV^Ty/l'5®:?n-7]>?'7 

: DPBS(-) pH7.4 
titife : 0.2ml/min 

KUOt^f We, peak2^^v^ttffi^i:©tf-^*s^<fl«B$ivS: 

a>ofc© Kl*fLT, peakl fc*5V ^iii^i ($¥#©#**) ©fc°-*«i8£ 
ftfco peakl£peak2©^«fc5hVB22B sc(Fv)2 u2-wz4 bulkft, peakl©#£it 
Km%1rZm(Dfcft?m<D\:°-^mM£Mto £oT, peakl^bivale 
nt scFvWZfo*), peak2#5single chain diabody3|-e$?5i:l^^$^fco 
[0166] 2-3. hVB22B u2^vz4 sc(Fv)2©#itMtt#:©i^-g-?g14M 

hVB22B u2-wz4 sc(Fv)2<fc?)#8ltUt peakl, peak2&lftiVB22B u2-wz4 sc(Fv)2© 
&&fefe<DfflM%UT<Dt5d*)'{f^tz 0 Biacore 3000(Biacoretfc$Df£Sensor Chip C 
M5(Biacore#j!D£^*U TKVity^) y^^T2-l-C^LfcMG10 (thMpl©Gln 
213d^Ala231^GSTj|!ll'a > ® &S) SrS^bbfc. S|)t©9^y^5/77-l4HBS 
-EP BufleKBiacoretfcK)SH!6ffiU 8Etf*20 /* L/min<hbfc 0 HBS-EP BuffertCj;!?, 
$o£tt nM55^150 nM^©6^©^^lC/«C5«t9^> fcMbVB22B u2-wz4 sc(Fv)2 
bulk, peakl, peak2£p$!JU W3*©MG10H^b"fe/H^ £ftfe©1fX/A'ir J Wl 

2^IW«S(lPLrife^ffi«*#fcfl»!:, AWi«#*r2#WM£Lfc. MG10-GST 
Bt-^SfiKiC^LfcVB22B sc(Fv)2H\ 20mM HCl&l#|ffl»2jqi/C|Jfc*U @£ 
ft'fe/V'SrS^Lfc. #6>*bfe-feyf— ^7^J;?\ BIAevaluation ver.3.iy:7H^T(Bi 
acore*fc|S)«:fflVvC Bivalent analyte model&MU i^^)iSS^(ka)-«fijig 
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£#C(kd)££tiJLfCo mK&1rb&?), hVB22B u2-wz4 sc(Fv)2 bulk, pe 

akl, peak2tf>#«t£$:(KD)te, ZMtl 1.02X10" 8 M, 1.24X10" 8 M, 9.92 xlO" 9 MX 

[0167] [£1] 





ka(l/Ms) IxlO 8 ] 


kd(l/s) klO 3 ] 


KD(nM) 


VB22B peakl 


5.86 ±0.06 


7.27 ±0.25 


12.4±0.05 


VB22B peak2 


5.71 ±0.17 


5.66 ±0.24 


9.92±0.53 


VB22B bulk 


6.08 ±0.30 


6. 17 ±0.23 


10.2 ±0.8 



[0168] 2-4. hVB22B u2-wz4 sc(Fv)2<DM&g&#<D7=t=.xhfe&n 

peakl&tfpeak2&tfhVB22B u2-wz4 sc(Fv)2©7:fe*r?£tt©i^£fTof;: 0 M 
llM^I-i^ yJ~Xbmmzm&Mft&fflT±%<&tj:*)^ single chain diabod 
ym&<npeak2Amm^^T*~Xbfe&Z^Ltc<D\zMLT, bivalent scFvflljg 

[0169] XmMffllzm hVB22B u2-wz4 sdFv}2KiSttZW&&&{*&$&U * 

B22B u2-wz4 sc(Fv)2(C^Wf5 bivalent scFv#|ig£single chain diabodyflfjgOflf 
itMtt^^JtSrSiWtC^-rSCi^Bril^o^o hVB22B u2-wz4 sc(Fv) 
2iC*5V NT libivalent scFvfllittsingle chain diabodyflf ig^itT^-^rfgffiC^L 

^m^tfhZZb&ftMs rti6)OSttOiFL<ft}!c5ttl3illtt#Sr&tfhVB22B u 
2-wz4 sc(Fv)2£E3Sfq£LTW$81-5fc*iaS> 2«fiO«BgHtt#©ttRS:*£ 

u ^mm^^<Dttitm^mm^^ir^m^nm\t^^xxh^ a 

[0170] Cl^^J3]VB22B sc(Fv)2!iy*-iJfe«ft©^Mttfr^Jt0^feJ;tf«Jift 
VB22B sc(Fv)2(*VH -linker-VL -linker- VH -linker-VL <D&$\\%^-? 5sc(Fv)2 

12 3 4 

-CfcSC^ib, mm\*Fv(\MyLfflX#&%m&Ucft?)(Dm*&ibWz£iO, V 
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H tVL % VH bVL ^^^i^tlFv^^^^bivalent scFvSl^ VH tVL , VH bVL 

12 3 4 1 4 2 3 

d^tl^tVFv^^-r^single chain diabodyM<D2TO©«^4ft^#&-r5i; 

[0171] tp£:<DVy%— ^middle linkentU «<Ay>"#-£edge linkeriU 012(^1" 
J;5ftmiddle linker&SWSedge UnkerO^£tf>M&££1lVB22B sc(Fv)2£fNSiU 

^7yi\ : MONO Q (Amershambioscience) 

A : 20mM Tris-HCl, pH8.0 
^IMBB : 20mM Tris-HCl, 500mM NaCl, pH8.0 

: l.Oml/min 
ffy^yy : B0%->B35%(30min) 

[0172] ^oife^ im3U:*1M;5fc:> ftM<D&&<Dyy*-K&\,^xmMm2\cvkLtzft 

fetZZtmMtz* })y%—<D&&C£oX^ bivalent scFvStsingle chain diabody 

[0173] ^fci&m 2o©fc3gM£#©«;ii^m Atf, ££ift&#«#jiate 

iftir%Z.bttlti&%:fr<z>tZe Protein Engineering, 1993, 6(8), 989-995^016^ Engi 
neering, 1994, 7(8), 1027-m2m^ s X))y%—(D&&j!)n2UT<Dm&n.iS& 

f 5VHmi^±ttFv£«U£<v ^to^HRWK^IKH&ivCV 

•9, G5^G10fCi3lvtJ2, ^•f ; 5VHtVL|^±^FvSr^L^:single chain diabody 

llfp^LTsc(Fv)2S^^^^^1•^»^-^i^v^^syy^-^'43v^Tt*3t 
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[0174] mnm*) m*y#&?wv?y7j- (source iss) \a:zm&&&{frDxm 

H«B^j2-l-C^fflLfchVB22B u2-wz4 sc(Fv)2»^CHO»l&©lglt±flW>bffi|!i 

Z.<D'&, 20 mM SWH" PH 6.0'C^'fkLfcSP Sepharose Fast Flow 

column(Amersham Biosciences*^) i^ttx l^$»$tC#7 A£Sfc#& , $ 
tpO Mtf>b0.5 M*-C<^NaC10iiGj|»^^)BB-e > #?Afc8»Ubtfy^:^K** 
fflUfc(£— Xg) 0 #bftfcjIi#£TrisGlycine SDS gel 12%£fflV^d@7nSDS-PAG 
E"C#0f U hVB22B u2-wz4 sc(Fv)23r£tfW#£^#>fCo 
[0175] ^-X@£>hVB22B u2-wz4 sc(Fv)2iU#{^ 10 vMW&ffiffiW., pH 6.8t¥| 
ikUt'^tti'T'WhlJJA 20/im (BIO-RADfljSD^MU fflA 

mtK*?M&&Mk* ph 6.8oyy^»«s^i60 mM*-ei:«iwic±if , * 

JgfflLfc^ SDS-PAGE##r<Djj&^ ^ftlbttl^f *VbhVB22B u2-wz4 sc(Fv)2-?& 
SrfcjWMR&ftfc, Bl4>&I^Ui:J:5fcx Superdex 200 PC 3.2/30 column(Amers 
ham BiosciencesttK)*ffi^Lfc^*fy/V6aiJ:J:9, ^M^-*tt«fcX/#WiVB 
22B u2-wz4 sc(Fv)2<D ; eyN'— -Cfe|9, ^6<Dfc°— ?[3:hVB22B u2-wz4 sc(Fv)20^ 

-fT-tt±©T^y-W^-C*«^:«J*>A*ofc. r^XS-ChVB22B u 

2-wz4sc(Fv)2© ; E-y-x'-lf^Sr5)-fi-e#5ii^^d^ofCo 
[0176] ^XX@-?#t>ftfchVB22B u2-wz4 sc(Fv)2<D^/v-|ij^[i, flH47K"C5H^* 
^Lfc^, 20 mM DVWcfYWJxffl&W., pH 7.0-CWftU t cSOURCE 15S column 
(Amersham BiosciencesttfDlC/Ht, W&iWfcX%V WSlWIH^ mM 

LT$ttJ$-fr5fcfc, - 0.36 mM "T?NaC10*«Sr@£Lfe, Bl5lC**t*J:5K:, 2o 
£>hVB22B u2-wz4 sc(Fv)2(Dfc — ^Wtti&ftfctf)^ St/NaClOft^^XJft, $ 

tt, 2-2-C^LfcBioAssist S%7J±K£ZftVf-?. 5fc^W1~5;HVfc 0 -^peak2 
T?> **»WSW1-5©*Jpeakl-C*>«ri:^JWWLfc(Hl6)„ 
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i 



[0177] *tMLfchVB22B u2-wz4 sc(Fv)2©peakl<fcpeak2i3;, j|ffi£©SDS gelSrffl V ^XMtc 
^atTcW^fr-CSDS-PAGE^ipfSrJS^ofct^, Wf;fVt>#**|&55 kDa© 
&&Ki/y?/W*y}?b\sTft&£ft1t(Ml7) e £b^hVB22B u2-wz4 sc(Fv)2©pea 
kltpeak2ft, 1-3-C^LfcTSK Super2000#7AKJ;5y/V5i®^nvh^7:7^-# 

[0178] EJLbM, hVB22B u2-wz4 sc(Fv)2© g W^£*igMtt#©^/-7-©^£\ * 

[0179] t&te#j5)VH/VLM&^sc(Fv)2©fm, *&&ttfc#*r:fcJ:tf|g|£ 
5-1. VH/VL|fffi#C^§!sc(Fv)2©f£$!£ 

HJfe^j2-Cf^|iLfchVB22B u2-wz4 sc(Fv)2(.£n^ u2-wz4) ©VH/VLM&7M 
1-£75y®rC&$VH©39# @ (W02005/56604OgB^J#^:289^ia^<DT^y^ 
ga?IJ^*5ltS39{4) ©GlntVL©38# g (WO2005/56604(D|fi^J#^: 29HC|B|feO 
T^ymi£^Jl-^»t543&)OGlnSrOT0^5^UT^Lfcou2-wz4lt[VHl]lJ> 
Jfr- [VL2] IJy*- [VH3] y^#- [VL4] ©MICT^/Bfty >-#-gB?!J(GlyGlyGlyGlyS 
er)x3 l)Tfig»$Hr*5»?, EW^^I^fc^fiTi'TNg^ 15 
ft&h/5. VH1©39# g ©Gin (ift^^KyCAG) £Glu (Jtfi^oKyGA 

G) [C, VL2©38#g©Gln(Jt^3KyCAG)^Glu(it^3KyGAG)(C,VH3© 
39# g ©Gin (itfci^ HVCAG) £Lys (Jtte^KyAAG) VL4©38# g ©Gin ( 
it£i^KyCAG) -SrLys Gtfc^aKVAAG) K«Lfc»fc WB22B u2-wz4(vl) 
sc(Fv)2 (EATvl , i£Sga?iJ£ia?iJ#-i§- : 5lc, T^/&E?iJ£ga?i]#-*§- : 6\&rrt) £ 
fERUfc. VH1©39# g ©Gin GUS^K^CAG) £Glu (Jt^^K^GAG) 

VL2©38# @ ©Gin (3te^=»K^CAG) £Lys (itfc^FVAAG) VH3©39 
# g ©Gin (fcfc^K^CAG) £Lys (it£^=*KVAAG) fc* VL4©38# @ ©Gin (it 
^3K^CAG)SrGlu(at^3KyGAG){cgfeggLfeit^hVB22B u2-wz4(v3) sc 

(Fv)2(^Tv3, &&E?fl£ffi?iJ#^-:7fc:, T5/KE»fi?!l«#:8^-t*)Sr^ 

$StUt 0 itfe^-©8fe^ftQuikChange Site-Directed Mutagenesis Kit(STRATAGENE 



i 
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*Lfco JtrfrftlCtt , Hm^^- (20 m g) £PBSt£$i®U k cCHO-DG44iNfl]}& (1 X 1 

tCGene Pulser Xcell(BioRad)£fflV^1.5kV, 25 u FDO^l^T/'^Sr-^X.fco 
^S^TlO^^^lHl^^O^, ^^hnxKl/-^ 3 >-Ma^cm^ 500/* g 
/mL Geneticin(Invitrogen) Sr^tfCHO-S-SFMIIigife (Invitrogen) \Cj)Uz_Xm$iU 

[0180] VH/VL#SMMsc(Fv)2^iFlag^^§r#^raLrV^^V^it^^, i§H±fit^<b<D 
^SSSft, VB22B sc(Fv)2«S|{-t-5^t <, h-^ > -CfcSMG10(thMplT^yglE^J(DGln 
21 3^£>Ala231)£GSTj|i!#g 6 K^Jffi LTff o/c 0 MG1 O^GSTg^g 6 
f±» Glutathione Sepharose 4B (Amersham BiosciencesfijSOSrfflV^ t—jJ—V)"? 
uh^-Mm^X^mLtZo £t±\^ *i?$UcMG10 ^GSTSt-^SeR^-^-W 
yaha— ;Kc^oT N HiTrap NHS-activated HP(Amershara Biosciencesttl&D |£@ 

^(D^i^^MGio-GSTia'a-s e wmfeitJjyMmu vi£fci*v3&M£-fr 

, lOOmM Glycine-HCl(pH3.5),0.01% Tween80-Ci§ft£-£fco ^Wlj^iiE^t-lM 
Tris-HCKpHT^T^faSrffVX HiLoad 16/60 Superdex200pg (Amersham Bioscienc 

?>i&?v-?hy77j-<DMffi&tt, 20mM^^g|i^^(pH7.5), 300mM NaCl, 0. 
01% Tween 80£&fflLfc„ l3l9{^Lfcy/P6)i^nvh^7^-(D^^^, & 

£ftvl, v3l*J§||±?t*^^-^±<a^ft«TU */v-ifcTO&3£ 

fflf<Du2-wz4<E>59%£itt£L-C, vl^89%, v3#*77%t J:#LTV^i/&SBj3ka^&ofc 

[0181] 5-2.VH/VL#ffi8fe^^sc(Fv)2(0*ig^tt^*f*3j;U5|ll^ 

#6ftfcVH/VL#®&£ft:-Cfc3vl , v3fcJ:tf*&£ft^&3u2^z4<D«jgg 
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#9-k:TSK-gel Bioassist S, 4.6 mm* X50 mm (TOSOHttHi) 

$|ji:0.8mL/min 

^HJSS:220nm 

Eluent A: 20 mmol/L Phosphate buffer (pH 7.0) 
Eluent B:20 mmol/L Phosphate buffer / 500 mmol/L NaCl(pH7.0) 
?yi>x.y h : 

Time(min) B% 
0 0 
5 0 
25 30 
25.1 100 
35 100 
35.1 0 

[0182] ^%MM^Vm\WXV<»bm%MJCo PhastGel Dry IEF^/KAmersham Biosci 
imMU PhastSystem(ClJ;«?^T^^ll)^-C€^«)Lfc 0 20%TCA}g 

^Zx^y-Vk^ immykQUZo t^y-Vatex-ft, M$£LT0.i%CuSO 
(w/v)£^rtM).02%CBB£fflv\ 2fe&£frv\ mmm^mo%^/-/^x^L 

4 

tc 0 8k$k&X , i$s Silver stain kit, Protein (Amersham BiosciencesHJSt) V \ *ryh 

Pharmalyte 8.5-10 80 n L 
Biolyte7-9 10 m L 
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Biolyte3-9 IOjuL 
20% Glycerol 2.0mL 

SAMPLE APPLICATION DOWN AT step2 OVh 
SAMPLE APPLICATION UP AT step3 OVh 
Step 1 2000V 2.5mA 3.5W 15"C 75Vh 
Step 2 200V 2.5mA 3.5W 15^ 15Vh 
Step 3 2000V 2.5mA 3.5W 15t: 410Vh 
[0183] T'nrT-if H^^felCi^filat^^li^T^^fr-C^JfeLfCo subtiUsin A£ 
fflV^T, ^T©^#'C?u2-wz4^$Slpeakli:u2-wz4^S!ipeak2 > &U\ &£favlb& 

20mM sodium citrate, 150mM NaCl, pH7.5 
hVB22B u2-wz4 sc(Fv)2 peakl or peak2 : 0.15mg/mL 
Subtilisin A : lOug/mL 
37t;, 30min 

[0184] #fe^SJ^^y/V6S^Dvh^77^-(cJ;l9^TO^#-e^Uc„ 

Column : TSKgel Super2000sw (TOSOH) 

Eluent : 50mM sodium phosphate, 300mM KC1, pH7.0 

Flow rate : 0.2ml/min 

Detection : 220nm 

[0185] m2o^x^M2iiz.^Ltzm^y^^^yy^-t^m^mn.mwi\^ 

flt&gii$.fc<Dft%xB%:frb, u2-Tvz4fi24%^bivalent scFvSL 76%/5^ingle chain dia 

%dSsingle chain diabody^1f^ttft£LT383ILT:Jo*), 3fc£ftv3fil00%^bival 
ent scFvm(Dm&&BfttLX%$lLX\^kftftfr<otZo $.tzm22\Z.*-rt%W 

fttZi)*o-kZ.bfrb. ft^ftvlfisingle chain diabodyl!<0*£Jltt#iLrj6£L.-C 
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*50* &^ftv3ttbivalent 8cFvm<DW&^fcbLX%myOittbti*m£iVfc<> 
[0186] mm\6) VH/VL|r® &£Msc(Fv)2<D® ttfMB*5itJ^eSttff Hi 
6-1. VH/VL|fffi8fe^Ssc(Fv)2(7)^flHfeM 

Wti^o/co T^~*^^1S:£MttftK-C*f < 13 1 1 (c^-t- J:5 , sin 

gle chain diabody*it(D P eak2^^•^Ci^V^r=^^h^^4^i-©(C*)■LT, bivale 
nt scFvfciii0peakl<D®ttf*ffi»T4£T1-5o 023^^^*319, Bfc^ftvltepeak 
2t|*|^tf)«£^U &£ttv3ISpeakl£t^|!^<D?g14£*Uc 0 £Ui<DZbfrb 
^<fe«^fcV^-Ct), &£ftvl#single chain diabodyflfJ^Sr, &»v3;&Sbivalent s 

[0187] 6-2. WVL#ffl&£Slsc(Fv)2<Z)££ttM 

u2-wz4H*iipeakli:u2-wz4iW$Slpeak2, *3«t^ «ftvlt&^ftv3<D£5t14fP 
#j£LT, ^£^4$J€ (Differential Scanning Calorimetry) V ^Tg£t$ # |$ 

DSC : N-DSCII (Applied Thermodynamics^fc^D 

20mM sodium citrate, 300mM NaCl, pH7.0 
*y/^K*g&:0.1mg/mL 

[0188] #DSCSiJSO^SrE|24^LfCo u2-wz4i$$!ipeak2£&2£ftvl<DTm{fite*& 
£f*£IS#EISSfttfc^ %fem*m^-?hZ>Z.b&ftfr<>tc 0 u2-wz4|t$Ipeakl^3fe 
£fo,3bX\*. m^&&fcri<Dtey&1&^fe&*^Ltz 0 knobs-into-hole 

V vf, *^^CH3K^^y(DTmW80.4t:-efcofc(7)[C^j-LT, ^^CH3K^yOT 
rajfifi69.4t:^0^<elCTmi[^{STtS^^{STb-CL*5-i:^*^$nT 
V^(Acta Pharmacologica Sinica, 2005, 26, 649-658) 0 ZtlKftLX, #3§Kl£:fc 

^x\t^^m : ^^bm<^^umx^^bi!)mm^fitc 0 

[0189] Ifc^X, u2-wz41|t^peakliu2-wz4^peak2^J;UVH/VU?-S&^fr-Cfc-53fe 
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f$ffi.%iWr : 20mM sodium citrate, pH6.0 
^W^glg : 0.25mg/mL 
M&rt:40 < C-6day, 12day 

[0190] ^25\Z7Fl-tm. 7/l'?>i®?V'?hyy74—KkZ)ftffi<Dl&^ u2-wz4ffi$Slpeak 

[0191] ®26\Z&?ti3^ m*^&&?v^h? ! 774-K£Zfttf<DmML, *&%&<D 
fcWpeakl \Z.gmtLtc<D\Z.#LX, VH/VLM&^ftvl iv3tt«rtnJfiftt)IH4 

2aigo«^tt^5^-^o^o«^tt^^no()%#^^^-e^m-c# 

knobs-into-hole &flS£fflV^Bispecific diabody<7)tt|jg£M-t"5;frfe (Protein Sci 
. 1997 Apr;6(4):781-8, Remodeling domain interfaces to enhance heterodimer forma 
tion., Zhu Z, Presta LG, Zapata G, Carter P.)H>^htlX\^ 0 ZiDjjfeX^ VH/ 

@0f^r^y^(vH/vL^®fcfe«?-c{i2fii0fwT^y^) fcafcSH-s^fcM, 

«tt*5itWH3t*ttft©5fcj£ttSrffiT$*5it*<, B ff)tf>«5i£l00%<Dit^-? 
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[0193] mmme) ^itmui-e^mm sc(Fv)2<Dm&mfc<Dftm, mm&fe 

6-1. tMb^fcHL-6^^^^sc(Fv)2(D^ 

Sato K.£> (Cancer Research 1993;53:851-856) fcJ^^ftTV^tMfcfcfrML- 
6%?$fc&ifc<DVHbVLZm^Xs y^-BB^J(GlyGlyGiyGlySer)x3(SE^J#-t: 1) 

h*t % it^^ffl v > vh - v - vl - v - vh - v y% 

E*TCi^5o pUC19^^^-|C^^^M^n^>T/v^(mCMV)3iy/N>'f---*3 

?*-£pMCi:ift£Lfco &K,DHFR-AE-rVH-PMl-f(W092/ 19759M)tf>fci 

{Byo^HUDtU^^ EcoRI-Notl-BaraHI adaptor (Sjgii) £^n— 
fc 0 :i<D^^-^CHOIi;ifr£Lfc 0 pCHOI<7>DHFRjtfc^^lH5{toCXN(Niwa 
Gene 1991; 108: 193-200) OMRB^^Neomycinftttite^mifP^^pMC 

•^^^-(^AL^:l§^-<^^-^pMCDNi^Lfc 0 fllggLfcfcMfcfcifcr- lL-6g 

sc(Fv)2%^??-%mm&m'eW.&±\Z.Ltc<Dlb\^ CHO-DG44*ffl 

[0194] £feft&miim<Dftm*Mz^£y\ZLXftvtz 0 M^<Dfefc?mA\Z, Ge 
nePulserXcell (Bio-Rad) V ^fc^W^^07KW— v'ayjfclCWfTofc,, ##tft3iB^ 
^*-iPBS{dKi8LfcCHOjfel]|& (1 X 10 7 iNBJia/mL) CDO.TSmL^-g-L^O^TK 
±-C10#HgMU ^^^<5/M^Lfc^lC1.5kV, 25 M FDO^SlCX/^^-^X. 

supplement (Invitrogen) fclfffll^'T^tPCHO-S-SFMIIl&ife (Invitrogen) 40mLfc!& 

nut, mm<Dmi&xio-5<m%%iwzi¥Mu u 

weYLXftftLtZo CO (5% CO )X2mm%&. Geneticin (Invitro 

2 2 

gen)^0.5mg/mL(C*5J;5^»L-C, 2i§IfflJ&3IUt, IS£#Jjfttt£^«JCIte& 
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[0195] tWbttth IL-6g£#ffi# ©Lipoprotein L(C^i"^^t^JfflbT, tMbffi 
th IL-6g£ftfi;ft: sc(Fv)2$&mCHO»<Aigil±tjt£Protein L (ActigentUS) 
fcafcLtefr^AfciftU fcMkffifch IL-6$&fttftfl: sc(Fv)2Sr!Ri»§«, lOOmM 
Glycine-HCl(pH2.7)^m$*feo ^ttW^tepS^fclM Tris-HCl(pH8.5)T^?PSr 
ftV\ HiLoad 26/60 Superdex200pg (Amersham Biosciences#j!0£ffll^Ty/V6i® 

[0196] 6-2. tMbttth IL-6g&ftftft sc(Fv)2(Dfl|3tMtt#:0^|«l > *#$!{ 

tMbtftth IL-6g3£#£i;ft sc(Fv)2|2VH -linker-VL -linker-VH -linker-VL <D 

12 3 4 

EW&^5sc(Fv)2-efc5£W»e>, HJI^J10VB22B, 0fc*0y2©hVB22B£EMSK: 
Fv(VH,VLKT?^*^-a'Lfc^i L )om^-a'^-fr^ct<9^ flIJittVH £VL , VH £V 

1 2 3 

L O^n-etlFvSr^l-Sbivalent scFvM^ VH £VL , VH bVL WiVPilFvSr 

4 14 2 3 

^-T^single chain diabodya©2**(0«jiMtt^#ffir*^^e)iV6(Bll 

)<, twtttth il-6s^^^ sc(Fv)2<DMm&&fc<Dftmmmi'tz&^ tie 

©^fi^T-Cll^^^^^h^^-BioAssist S (TOSOH)«rffl V 

^Kffi : 20mM Tris-HCl pH8.5, 75 mM NaCl 
: 0.8ml/min 

±fB&#fcJ:!\ fcMfctftth IL-6^^^ sc(Fv)2tt20(Dt-^(C^fiLfco 
H27^-^J:5^P^^9AdS#e)tU &#l$Pfltf>$IV^ 0 -^£peakl, £i*tr— 
^£peak2t#£Ut, |^*&(Cj:|9Peakltpeak2^flf®I-rS^<bOT^fCo Hf»fc©p 
eakl tpeak2<£> ^^^kyxi^rWJy^ ft$f<Dl£%:%m 28fc*Ufc. 
[0197] 6-3. fcWbttth IL-€S*fmfr sc(Fv)2©1*£J*ttfl:©P£ 

^LfctMktftth IL-6g£ftft# sc(Fv)2©peakltpeak2teftj£Mttft£#;t 
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sc(Fv)2<Dpeakl&£tfpeak2ta&£-£fCo 
PBS (pH7.4) 

KMtifctY IL-6^ftfcift sc(Fv)2 peakl or peak2 : 0.05mg/mL 
Subtilisin A : 0.5ug/mL 
37^, 60min 

±lB£OTx Phastgel Homogeneous 12.5%£fflV^ jSTcSDS-PAGEfctTofc, * 
©IS*, 029^1-^*30, peakl, peak2V^tub|P)^©/0'K/^— VSr^Lfc. 
ifBKfS^t-^O^^W^y^-^KrLfc, peakl, peak2&&T©&fl : *CTSK 

SuperSW2000(TOSOH)£ffl V >T *fAshW?W W?7-f— fttitZftotz*, 
Wfofa : 50mM sodium phosphate, 300mM KCl, pH7.0 
$M : 0.2ml/min 

[0198] 12130(^^51-, peakl i;:i3V>-Cttfi^i:Obr-^*s«^iffltlR 

H^ftfco .toT, ^^.fctK peakl/^single chain diabody^-CfcO , peak2^bival 
ent scFvm-ZhZtmfeZtltCo H27J:«JtMbfifcth IL-6££fl#lft sc(Fv)2{Cfc 
V^TIipeakl±l9 1 bpeak2(D^l:^#V^i:*^, fcMfcftth IL-6gW#ift sc(Fv)2 
{C^Tftbivalent scFv§!#ij&ft-T?&«5, single chain diabody^teW-?-— 
~?bZZ.btfftt)>o1t 0 |&[fcttltCi3tt5VB22B sc(Fv)2, *5j:tf^ife#|2£:}3tt5hV 
B22B u2-wz4 sc(Fv)2lC*5V^f3:, single chain diabody§WS£j&#"C&ofcrt;^b 

, sc(Fv)2<^3g^ia»jtVSci;f9, #3tHtt{*:©'&*'if5*J^<*'fb1-5^t 

[0199] mmm7tewm£HL-6%:mvmfc sdM^mmskm^om^mm 

7-1. fc|>gpl303&mBaF3*|BilfrB:, thgpl30/tML-6S*(*:*»SBaF33l«J&Hc©tt' 
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^fchgpl30 cDNA (Hibfe, Cell 1990;63:1149-1157 (GenBank # NM_002184)) 
%PCR[C£<9i$mU pCHOI (Hiratafe, FEBS Letter 1994; 356 :244-248)ODHFR3t 

2Zeo£*a— ~V^U pCOS2Zeo/gpl30£fllt&Lfco 

10Mg<^pCOS2Zeo/gpl30trPBS^!g?StfcBaF3iiflS(0.8xl0 7 cells) KM&U Gen 
e Pulser (Bio-Rad)^rfflV^T0.33kV, 950nFD<D®M~?s</l'XZJ)\\z.tZo ^Vfhvtf 
~U—^aymM\ZX.^M^^ALtzBaF^m^0.2ng/mL(Dmouse interleukin-3 
(Peprotech) „ 10% Fetal Bovine Serum (WTFBS, HyClone)$r^t?RPMI1640*gJ&(I 
nvitrogen) S^igHU 100ng/mL<Dhuman interleukin-6(R&DX lOOng/mL <Dh 
uman interleukin-6 soluble receptor (R&D systems)&«fctfl0%FBS£^'tfRPMI1640 
%W5:inZ.Xm&U thgpl30BSBaF3iMBflc(EtT* BaF3/gpl30)£«f:fcLfCo 
[0200] 7-2. fcWbffith 1L-&t&iffi#; sc(Fv)2<D«£Mttft<DfcHL-6*ft?£ttfHffi 

IL-6^^tti|m^1-BaF3/gpl30SrfflV^, £JLTlC*+t*59, IL-6t»ftfiH&S: 
ffttbfc, »*LfctMbtteh IL-6SUWH(t# sc(Fv)2<Dfl|jg£ttft£l0Mg/rnL 
laWWSRUO* FBS<S^trRPMI1640K*fiUfc. r©«9UtS:fflV^T*R42iJt3, # 
fft*^J<&^*«rfMttU 96well-plate(FALCON)<D&weM;i50 » Vf o^Lfc. 

BaF3/gpl30£lO% FBS (HyClone)^tfRPMI1640i^a&-e3lU^Lfc#^ N 
5xl0 4 ceUs/mL£&5£5^60ng/mLC>human interleukin-6 (R&D systems), 60ng/mL 
©»T»tttHL-6S^( SttH»i8i)i3J:W0% FBS^trRFM1640#JlH;:»j» 
U ^^f-y^^ttLfcwelKCSO^Lfo^L-fc, th»T*ttIL-6S*frW:^ 
T^^-f^lfe-CllllSiUCo fcr-BT^IL-6^#:(Yamasakie>, Science 1988; 241: 82 
5-828 (GenBank # X12830))Ol# @ j6^344# @ OT^/^^-K-fSit^ SrCH 

onus K#A& ^aui*a^*LTP J^fc, 

37^, 5%CO 4kWTX\ 72B*|fi|*&3iU PBSt?2W^*flL*:WST-8|^|(Cell Co 

2 

unting Kit-8 % #5$£Mf:i>fb^ffl2e0T)£2OM L/well-C^Px., Eft i-SUNRISE CL 
ASSIC(TECAN)£JB V ^T450nm<DP2fcM(#i®j&g620nm)£iffl£Lfc o 2R#i?9i#^L 
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fcfcfc, ffg450 nm<D»g(#j$$;g620nm)£aij£U 2l$|R|©!ftftgaMt&Jt 

[0201] 133 1 WfitbiSt), tHUMth IL-6S*{**fc#: sc(Fv)2<£fcj£M&ft: 

(peakl, peak2)«: % ^WWoUIKfifeullOi'PftiSHi^lBJ^'C^fc. H«60>J1OVB 
22B sc(Pv)2*5J:tJ^ll6W2©hVB22B sc(Fv)2(C*3V^Ttt, 2o©fl|ii&ttft:0|K| 

^mm^^^^fiitnK *mfam<otw[$LKb iL-6%®ftft& sc (fv) 

[0202] [HJfe^j8] VB22B sc(Fv)2<Dsingle chain diabodySr jtGlR**C#5^rfe 

VB22B sc(Fv)2,J;0i|ti!iLfcsingle chain diabody (peak2)tbivalent scFv (peakl)^ 
ih/PfU 20mM sodium acetate, 150mM NaCl, pH6.0CD&#T\ 40^C (CjoV vtXV^f 
hLfCoHJfe^JK^tfcli^y^^ti^h^^— (D^fe-Cpeakltpeak 
2Jfc«r»l3£Ufc|g*, @32(^Lfc<fc5K> peakl<Dt°~^yT;W>U ^rftfcft 
bot, peak2©bT— ^yT35SJt*Lfeo peakl^|^^#T^6 0 RKJ/**. 

^H^fcf-i^A^rlBMfOl \z&Ut%m*7*^xtf£&&mBiUtbZ.Z> x 033 

lC^Lfc«t5^incubate1-SifOf->^/k(Clt^T^*B{CT^^hfi^^li^:bfc 
o ^l&^Jl^bfct&ippeakltesingle chain diabody-C&$peak2|£j£'<T^L<f& 
&/^{£V *£faW>* bivalent scFv"Cfc5peakl|i, 20mM sodium acetate, 150mM NaCl 
, pH6.0, 40'Ct?-<y^3.^— H^W-^oX, ift?£t£<Dsingle chain diabody~C&5 

.Wbivalent scFvtsingle chain di&bodyOM&®&M%ft&ftTfc&91r5Z.bfc£ 
ot, bivalent scFv"CfcSpeakl$rsingle chain diabody-Cfo5peak2{;:g£&-t-£;Li:;^ 
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peak2 fc&ttfl£*5##Sfc&Jfl V ^ fC, W j^&frfcpeakl tpeak2<Dm 
&®frbpeakl%peak2\Z.gmk£-&ZZb\?:£vX, jlSWTsingle chain diabodyT? 

[0203] (£gJt0i|9] hVB22B sc(Fv)2 (^single chain 4mbodM&ft&lF&&E>%& 

Hl|g^j4(c:joV^ThVB22B u2-wz4 sc(Fv)2£!?!|t$S[Lfcbivalent scFv (peakl)£20mM 
sodium citrate, 0mM/150mM/300mM NaCl, pH3.0/3.5/4.0/4.5/5.0/5.5/6.0/6.5/7 

.0/7.5(Dff30^#T, 25^12*51 ^10 HW^y^a^-hLfc. £li0!llfc**Lfcl» 
^^^o^h^7^--<^^&-Cpeakltpeak2it^aa^L^^, ^34^L 
fcJ:?^ >T^^-hiKCJt^Tpeak2#&Jt##*L;fco itlJ:l9hVB22B u2-w 
z4 sc(Fv)2lCjoV*Tt>% bivalent scFv"Cfc^peakll^ % single chain diabody"C<fo<5peak 

S^peakltpeak2©)l^d^peakl*peak2^M^k^5i^lCj;o-r, ffife* 
^single chain diabodyT?&5peak2&#5££# ^IB-C&So 

[0204] #«WfcJ:!\ sc(Fv)2#l^cp(D2a(D«ag^^^|IBI5l#'t-5^ffi, #*t£ 
^1-5^^ll«$H^o^JJ^-*^iaifi^5^^^J;t)sc(Fv)2m^ c FO 

^mmm^^t\o:^sc{Fv)2(D^(Dm^BmmM^tLxis^^ 

^^nfe«itMtt^^'§r*it^^^^bfesc(Fv)2^EllfpJ|ia^^ii:L-Cfi^-rs 



WO 2006/106903 61 PCT/JP2006/306800 

-rsxa 

(c) xa (a) Kxmfeztitc^Bmmmfcmnirzxn 

[3] ^T^Xm«r^tfsc(Fv)2g|^ia^^O|!l^m 

(a) sc(Fv)2*aj#l& ^ttitMtttt^ifcWfl^U Mfi(c&SJ;5 i^U ^~^$?r 

fc&"f5 XS 

(b) XS (a) -C^^$^fcy^-<7)^$Sr^1-5sc(Fv)2«^^«1-5XS 

(c) f^i!i^«sc(Fv)2m^ I FO«it^tti*:^«li-5X@ 

(d) #$£;ft,;fc1*£M14ttW^ ^SO«^tt#:^®#i-5XS 

(b) sc(Fv)2m^tl * Ofll it&ttftO Jt W0£U Mttt^y ^ -£*pf 5sc(Fv 

)2£S3R-f5X& 

(c) XS (b) ^^$tlfesc(Fv)2©y^-- < J:|^i:S$©y^-^1-5sc(Fv)2m 

^=srf^$i-r5xs 

(d) f^$i$^sc(Fv)2m^^ c F©1ll5tmtt#:^^li-rSX@ 

(e) ftMistimmmtiwoh. <ftfe<Dmmgft&mni'%xn 

[5] flligMttft^single chain diabodyMX ^bivalent scFvSJ-CfoSft jK^S 1 ~4<E> V vf 

[7] sc(Fv)20])y^-m5Ti/m-^h^t^mtir^m^i^6(D\ ^tuW-IEic 
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[10] flligMW^single chain diabody^Xtebivalent scFv3!-efc5fi!^Jl9KfS^£>g 

[i i] mm^m^m^^ir^tmntirm^9t.tcmo\z^m<Dmms. 

o 

[14] sc(Fv)2m^ c P^*itM^^#J-a-^^^$^X@^tf> sc(Fv)2m^^S 

[15] sc(Fv)2m^w<D^M<Dmm^W(Dm^m^^xu^^ sc (Fv)2*a$ 

(a) sc(Fv)2m^ * £>tif^ JM4tt£#l8£-f SXS 

[17] £AT<£ Xmttt sc(Fv)2m^(D«tt^P$^5^feo 

(a) sc(Fv)20*^Mtt^^^^^tri^Stt^*jtmttfr^^^Ci{)^:^ 

(b) sc(Fv)2jjsM#)tFO#|jiMttfls:^^ili-5X@ 

(c) IS (a) ^<t«9^S$tlfcii^tt(Dfl|^M^^^#i-5X@ 
[18] MT<DXn*3ttsc(Fv)2m&to<Dfe&Z®lH\iS1tZ)jjm o 

(a) sc(Fv)2mj&^£^^£&;&7A[;:^tt5X@ 
(b) 

[19] fflfjg^ttft^single chain diabodySXttbivalent scFvM-Cfc5iitjfcJil4~ 18<DV * 
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fllit^ttWsingle chain diabodySiXlibivalent scFvS(-efc5ff #JS20KfBifcc7) 

sc(Fv)2m^^ : Srl5t:~50^-C-rv^^-<-h-r2)X@^tJ>, sc(Fv)2m$W<D 
single chain diabodyM<D^##|&£i#;!)[l$-1i:5#&o 

g&-t-s xnz$ti , sc(Fv)2m^ * <D®fe<Dm&&&fc<D^$\&&mtott 
CD sc (fv)2 »!%mmzi$-&fiz>T^;m&&-?hox, nm^m^ozm. 
(2) sc(fv)2©is^ *i%mmz:'£*ti57$Mm&'?fo<ox, mm^mmvTs; 

ssH-sx^^tf, sc(Fv)2jja^ *<D®&m&$k i &w<Dtm\ftmnis j £ 

(1) sc(Fv)2^m^"I^^^^5T^/^S-Cfco-C > m^"T^^OT^y 

(2) sc(fv)2<di§8( w^^i^^^T^y^s-efco-c, &8|pJg$W&DTS/ 

im&i~z>xm$r£tt , s C (Fv)2ija^^ *o#^»jtmflco^w#j^^ii^$ 

(1) sc(Fv)20m^"SI^^^^?>T^/^S-CfcoX, m^-ST»^OT^y 
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o 

urn (i) *5£tf(2) \mm<nT$m%mz. mmomm^-t^r^y^mm^ 

vxf<d (i) *5.ttf (2) fciB*©7i/»jW&s\ mm<Dn$itti-z7$.mmm\z. 
m&-rz xssr^tr , sc(Fv)2^^ tp (o^mm^^m. 

(1) sc(Fv)2<Dm^ ^mmm^^v&TKmmmxhoXs mm*i%mm<z>y$; 

(2) S c(Fv)2o«^ ^mmmz$*tiz>7$;m&mx'hK>x, &mss$tim<Dr%; 

UT<d (i) fcitf (2) ©v ^d»-*©r^«ttia«r, «^f^-t-5T5/^S 

(2)sc(Fv)2©^^««i«lC^*il57$/lteia6-C*>o-C, «iP»r*«fc©71/ 

sc(Fv)2^^ iro&m^g* ^mm*$m%fcmst\ w$;wm3&. mi? 

^*i-sr^ymas^Sifei-5xm^tfsc(Fv)2jii^^^©«^Mtt^»Mtt 

«t<& (i) fc^tr (2) mia«<DT^/aiaa&ir, paww^srWi-sr^/iMia;^ 
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o 
o 

#T<£> (1) *5<t V (2) (O V vf tl^-;fr£>T=- «#^*-T5T5/MS 

(1) sc(fv)2(dm^ *s£mmz$t*iz>T$mm&xh^x , mm^m^r^y 

(2) sc(Fv)2<^6^ »!£mfflZ$*tl5T$/m%&X&<D H^^^^^T^/ 
8IE^JK;fctt544&£*B^1-575/&?Sg 

sc(Fv)2^yy*-0^$^|«ii1-5Xm^tf,sc(Fv)2m^^1 I 0«ig^^ 

1#j£Stttta s single chain diabodySXlibivalent scFv§J-C£>5Wjfc^35l;:fa*£> 

sc(Fv)2(DM*(Dy>'*-?rO~12T5y^ cp^:(Dy^-^lO~30T5y^^fSii1- 
^Xm^tf, sc(Fv)2m^^|CF<Dsingle chain diabody^<D#J-££itan£-£5#igco 
sc(Fv)2»^<D!;y^-Srl2~30T^^ ^&<DUy#-£0~107^y$^lHfiH- 
SXmSr^tf * sc(Fv)2«W (^bivalent scFv§l<Z>#]-a-£ii;bn£-£S;fr&„ 



WO 2006/106903 



66 



PCT/JP2006/306800 



SlgSr^tf , single chain diabody^<^#W#J'n-^80%^±^fc?)sc(Fv)2m^^ 

sc(Fv)2<DMTOy^-Sri2~30T^y^, ty£;<D})yjj-ZQ~ioT*;mizm®~r 

ZXnZttt, bivalent scFvm<D^m&M0%&±XhZsc(Fv)2m&®ZW& 
fflfigMttMsingle chain diabodySJXtebivalent scFv^&5fj|#]g4l£fcte42 
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